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F Ic, the preface ofthe Tranſlatorto log countrey men. 

and We of England. t 

Cap. 1. That th= word of God,wricten and conteined with- 
inthe Cannon of the Bible , is atrue, ſound, perfe&t, and 
. wholedofrine, contcining in it ſelfe fully all things neede- | 
' full for our ſaluation. 

2. Thatthe writings of the old Fathers, withour th writ: 
renword of God, arc not ablc to proueany doarinein reli- 
gion, 

2. Thar generall Councels haue no  authorkic ro make 
new articles of our faith, 

| 4- That nothing canbee prooucd by Oracle of MARGE, 
| fguching religion. 
'$. Tharapparicions ofthe deade bee vnſ afficien to that 
purpoſe, 
6. Nenher are miracles able to proouc the Plies! 
. Cuſtomealſo is ofno ſtrength in this caſe, 
A Reaſons againſt ynwritten verities. 
| 9. Scripturesalcaged by thePapiſtes for ynyyritten veri- 
*: ries,vyvithaunſyyecrcstorheſame. 
10. Doforsrotheſamepurpoſe,vvith their of vveres. 
11. The Papiſtes obicCions vvith anſyyeresynto them. | 
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| waders,helpers beſoſodainly broken downe,de 
and not hurters, the rootes,by the wilde Bore of the wood,and the Beaſts of the field, ' 


al, _— 


7 "The Preface. 
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fly beloved countriemen and brethren, in 
£2! our Sauiour Chriſt)can abſtaine frs deepe 
8 ſobbesandſ{orrowful fghings? What na- 


<A weeping, ſoofte as hee calleth toremem- 
braunce the Lordes Vineyarde withit the 
Realme of £rglend (which he himſelfhad 
of late ſo ſftronglye hedged, walled, and 

_ fencedroundaboutbythe Princes ofmoſt famous memorie, King 
Kinges andrufers Zepyie the'eight,and Eayarde the fixt,and planted therein the pure 


EM) 


ot * 
i 
| uy FL 
oo. = ; f 
FG AN 


* 


dets and nor in- 


onghrro bez» ine ofhis owne bleſſed word, by (pony Preachers his Gardeners) to 


oyed, waſted and wrooted vp by 


defences and not that is,by the Romiſhe Biſhop and his bloody miniſters : and now in 


offences to Gods 


people,  Cheſamevineyardeto ſce planted,take roote and proſper, brambles, - 


bryars, and hemlocks;chat is,grofle ignoraunce, naughtie doctrine 


Gods word is a falſe worſhip of God,and ſuch other kindes of moſtftinking, vile and 


fovere and plea- filthic weedes.Oh what a ſweere & pleaſant grape of godly doQtrine 
aunt grapeand wasthen gatheredin Englandtothe great cofort & reiotfing of althe, 


— oly taſted therof? Thewas Gods word(torthat is the ſweet 


hart of man to e- 


_ verlaſting ſaluati. and pleaſaunt grape that maketh glad the hart of man) with greate 
- 1 prezched,carneſtly embraced,and with greedic hartsinall 


placesreceaued, 


- 


Theu was Gods great glorie marueilouſly aduaunced. Thenthe 
 onely merites ofChriſt,then true repentaunce for our former ſinnes, 
- thentruſt in Gods merciethrough the death of our Sauiour Chriſte, 
with a new Chriſtian life was truely publiſhed, and preached euerye 
where. Then was there the common prayer rightly vied, and the Sa- 
craments, (Baptiſme I meane and the holy Communion) inſuche a 


- tongueandlanguage ſerfoorth, thatall people mighte ynderftande_ 


them . Then were they plainely miniſtred withoutany ingging or 
ſorcerie, according to Chriſtes inſtitution, and therule of his holye 


worde, Which word atthat time had the price and bare the bell a 


 waythroughoutthe whole land. air 
With that were all pulpers fled, Churches garniſhed Printers nope 
0b ren btn TENT GL = rſh 


w$__— __ Tc... —_— 


<0 o— — * ono es Anois we = 


x Hatchriſtian hart(dere- 


p'turall and kinde harted men can forbeare 


'S x . 


. 4 * 


Tas . 
on C - - 
., 7 3.2 » 4 1 
q He . 
ef | 0 


ths; zouſe decked. With gods word was eue- Butthe hartes of 
ry mans mouth occupied,ofthag were all ſonges,cnterludes, & plaics _ _ rye 
made, But (alas) ſo long, tillaltwas plaide ynder the boorde . But ,,q empry,zs the 
what was the cauſe ofall this? Truly none other thing, but our owne profe novy alas 
finnes and wickedneſſe. For we were talkers onely and not walkers, *9vv*l declarerh 
qe . Sinne is the cauſe 
lippe goſpellers,fromthe mouth outwardand no farther. We were ,,1,, Goauketh 
euen {uch, as the profite ſpeaketh of ſaying:this people honoreth me his vyordfrom 
with their lippes, but are farre from me withtheir hattes , We could a"y people. 
ſpeake of Gods word, andtalke gloriouſly thereof: but in our bartes 
we were full of pride,malice,enuie,couetouſnes, backbiting, rioting, 
harlot haunting,no whitte bettered at al,then we were before, vnder 
the Popes kingdom.Nothing was in ys amended but only our tongs, 
noNor they neither, if Iſhall ſpeake rightly and asthe truth was in- 
deede , For beſides our communication of Scripture,we yied detrac- 
tion of ourneighboure,filthie talke, with many proud bragges of our | 
ſelues. Wereadnotthe Scriptures,neatherheardtheEforany amend- 
ment of our own wicked liues: but onely to make a bragge & a ſhew 
thereof,ro check and to taunt others, yea and toſpy ſmall motes in o= _ 
ther mens eyes , but nothing deſirous toſeethe great beames in oure 1, .; 
owne. This Iſay (totalke and not to walke,to ſay and not to do) was 
| notonely amongſte the ynlearned ſort: but alſo amongſt the great 
clearkes and cheefe preachers of Gods worde , Whiche thing (as 
wudge)was the onely cauſe, why God, by his iuſt iudgement, luttered 
his electand choſen vineyard to be thus troded downe, wrooted vp, 
and miſerably afflicted by this bloody Bore of Rome, andthe fatte 
Buls of Baſanyhis cruell officers. This is the cauſe, why God hath ſut= , Þ Ng 
 feredthis great Antichriſt to diſgrace the merites of Chriſtes paſſion, | nfs. es 
andin place thercof, to ſetyp mens merites,and in ſtead ofhis ſuffici- ſon for noriching 
ent{atiſfattion yponthe crofle once for all, to ſetvp his maſles ſatiſ- ſuſenaunce,and 
factorie for the finnes, both ofthe quicke and dead | RIO FouA 
| b l SITS . for life, 
This is the cauſe, that this monſterous beaſt hath tay ohtthe inuo- 
ation of Sayntes, and the ſame to bee our mediators toGod, and 
ſatiſfiers for our finnes. Where as before, inthe forenamed vyneyard, 
was planted Chriſte Teſus the true breade, that came downe from Iohn, 6. 
heauen, and that moſte pure well ofthe water of life : now, afterthe lobn.4. 
wrooting of this monſtrous and rauenous Bore, arc vp ſprong, con- 
Jured bread, coniured water,to drive away cuill ſpirites,andto purge 
Qs... s 
_ This bloody Bore, beſides al miſcheiuesthat he hath done tothe vi- 
neyard, yet ceaſcth he not, with fa pgotire,8 al other cruel! tormcts, 
vid aj, ro 


ls 


oe” 


to conſtraine and compell men to worſhip Images, the worke of 
mens handes, to knele to them, toreuerence then, to bowe to them, 
Hie:m.t0, and withall maner ofobeiſuunce to honourthem, cleane emer. ro 


Pal, 20, 


Gods commaundemen:, whofaith : thou ſhaltnor make to thy ſe!fe 
(muchelefſz then ro honoure, reuerence, and worſhippe them) any 
orauen Image,nor the hkenes ofany thing thatis inheauen aboue,or 
in the carth beneath, or inthe water ynder the earth, thou ſhalte nor 
bow downe to them, nor worthippe them . But yet theſe ſhameleſle 
wretches be not abaſhed ro aye, that Images are neceflary, becauſe 
Cole voord is Fey be laie mens Bookes, teaching them,in{tructin RE Eon lea- 
ſufficientro ia- ding hem to the true worthippe of God. Oh oreat blaſphemie, Oh 
ftruct almenin fſacrilege.Oh ſpitefull robbery. What is blaſphemie,whatis ſacrilege, 
woe” G3 What isrobbery,ifthis be none? god giueth his word written to be e- 
| vvithour Ima. UEry mans booke ,and his pure,cuerlaſting and yndefiled comaunde- 
| ge. <f/ ments, as ſufficient inſtructions for al men,to the true worſhip ofhim, 
wha. DO theſe earthly wrooters (the Pope, Imeane, and hisPrelates) as 
thit ke _ f py OF 
themſelues yyj. DOUGH they were wiſer then God, will teache men to worſhip him 
ſer thaa God, With Images,although the ſame be ytterly forbidde by God, through 
out the whole,courſeofhis holy Scriptures, _ | 
Theſe and ſuche other falſe and fained doCtrines, contrarie tothe 
Scriptures of God conteinedin his holy Bible, are now blowne oute, 
bluſtered and yelled forth in euery pulpit. 52th ftreate ſoundeth of 
theſe,yea cuery Printers houſe is filled with ſuch vngodly bagguage, 
yea andthe ſame are. commaunded by publique ts 69 (ic is 
much to bee lamented) to bee ferfoorth, and the fincere doftrine of 
Chriſtes holye worde, cleane put to filence ,and yttely condemned, 
Neither may any manreaſon,or once doubte oftheir doctrine, ynder 
aine of excommunication, naye rather ynder paine of burning. _ 
The Pope main- And whenthey bee not able (as they are notable at anytime in= 
taineth his doc- | Ko, : / | 
crine by fierang ACCC) to prooue any of theſe doctrines bythe word of God written. 
fagor.andnotby then they flye to their ynwritren yerities,thatis, to certain thinges de- 
pit aa. "rack liuered (as they ſaye) from the Apoſtles by worde of mouth withoute 
Miter reere >. writing, Which things are toal men vncertain: for no man knoweth - 
obſtinatean4 certainly, what they are , But whatſocuerpleaſeth them, and maketh 
Suameleſle, fortheire purpoſe,profite,and Lordly ambicion : that is an veywritten 
yeritie, not to be gaineſaid, or denied. This istheirſhot, anker, bul- 
warke,and extreme refuge,whereunto they flye,whenfoeuerthey are 
forced,and conſtrained by Gods worde, Theſe they make theirfoan 
dation, whereypon they build, and maintain all their fuperſticions, I- 
dolatries andherefies, Which foundations Itruſtby Gods grace and | 
PL da ny =. 4 


Ex0.115, 


what a great blaſphemye that ſhould beeto God and his moſte holy 
ſpirire, all men (Truſt) chatliſt coread the ſame Scriptures,cafily ſhall 


for they are not couppeled tothe head Chryſtc , whichis the life, t 


THY PREFACE © —7@ 


help? fo to ſhake, both by the open Scriptures, by the full conſent of 


all the molte auncient writers,and by probable reafons,thatthe buil- 

ding therevpon {hal haue afall. 

- Forthis is moſt true,thatrnoynwritten veritie is,or can be neceſlary if wo hl wm 
p : | | ' .-* 10.08 VV - 

for our {aluation. For then ſhould the ſacred and holy Scriptures, writ- ay 6 ids. 


ren by the Apoltles inthe ſpirite of God, and ſealed with their bloods, tion, then godes 


ſeeme to be inſufficient, and notable to bring vsvnto ſaluation. Bur vvo'd vvere nor 
ſufficient rhe: 6+ 


VIitos 


perceaue.But when theſe ynſhamefaſtrobbers are put to their ſhiftes, . 


: th x BGierom, * 7 
vrgedand forced herein, by the open and manifeſt word written,then 5... NAH A 42 


hauethey another ſtarting hole to creepe outat, crying and yelling: ftrong rovver & 


templum dominigtemplum aomini,templum domini, &c.the church, the bulvvarke of 


; | ed : | , .  defence:andyer 
church, the church, athirming in plain wordes, that the church can in ,_...... nA ON 


no wile erre, or be deceaued, And here theydiſceaue themſelues,be- nor being vval- 
cauſe they take no diſtinCtion or difference of the churche. For there {ed abour vvith 


| "I" gods vyord gods 
aretwo maner of churches,one true,perfe&tand holy in the Gghte of > 2. 


god,and anotherfalſe,imperfet and vngodly .Truth itis.that the true cauſe it is groun- 
Churche of God ,being grounded, and ſet ypon his holy worde , (1 ded vponthe 


| | ; 
meanethe goſpel of grace cannot erre ynto damnation . But the q- \\< crace can 
nct erre 11 Ma. 


ther,how ſhining and glorious ſo cueritappeare, ifit wander abroad, ters offaluation, 
and bee not contained within the compaſſe,and lymets of the worde 


written,isno true, but afained and forged churche, That Church,as It. arch thak 


is withoutthe compaſle of Gods promiſes made intrueth,not onelye yyancrerh front 


maye butalſo doth commonly,yea continually erre and goe aſtray: Gods vverd .. 
7 Þ vvr:tten,may 


| : , and doth erre in 
way and thetruth.Paul the Apoſtle of God,and ele veſſel offaluatis, a of ih 


writing tothe galathians,hath theſe words:ifwe(faith he)or an Angel andluation, 


from heauen,preach any othcr Goſpell yntoyou, then thar wee have &=biib. 
preached, hold him accurfed:and yetthe papiſt,not fearing the curſe The papiſis feare 


of God dare be bolde to teache things, which Paul neuer knewe, yea 19 g995 caries 


thingescleane contrarye to hiscuidentand manifeſt teachin &.Such 
grolle Ignorance(Iwould to God it were but Ignorance indeed is cn- 
tredintotheirheades, and ſuch arrogant boldneſle poſſeſſeth their 
harts , that they are bold to affirme no church to be the true Church of 
God, butthat which Randeth by ordinarye fucceſſion of Biſhopes, in 
ſuch popious & glorious ſort, asnow is ſeene.For ifthere be(lay they) 


noſuch outward and vilible church,howſhal any man knowe , whe- 
therhe be ofthe Churche of Chryſt,andin theri ohtbelefe,or no? Fo 


mus Jaunſwer,thatif our faith ſhovld be ſtayed vpon the outwarde, 
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Fial,t I'6, 


The general 
counſels haue er- 
redandthart in * 
no ſina] trifles, 


Bxodus, 22, 


gliſtcring, and pompous church,notrulednor gouerned bythe de- 
terminate councell of God in his worde written : we ſhould neuer be 
certaine thereof, but euer wauering and doubting, which is the gate 
and readie pathway to defperation,from which God defend his cho- 


ſen flock.Curſed is he (ſayththe ſcripture)that putteth his truſtin ma. 


And why ? for all men(asthe Kingly Prophet Dazidſayeth) areliars 


intheir wordes,and finners in their workes, 
By which wordes it appeareth playn,thart there was never man { 


vertuous,fo holy,norſo wel lerned,only the writers of the holy ſcrip-. 


tures excepted,but either of ignoraunce,or ofnegligence,thereeſca- 
ped ſome faults in his writings & doings. Yeathe generall Counſels 
theſclues alſo,thatthey make ſo much of, haue notably erred,as here- 
afrer ſhalbe declared. Yea ſiich hath bin the truth of thoſe ſeen chur- 
ches,that one general coiiſel hath codened another of herefie:more- 
ouer,the outward ſeene church,wherofthey brag not alittle, hath ne- 
uerfince the beginning any ſpace cotinued in the tru doctrin of god. 


Letys begin at Moſes,who wasthe fult law giuer, & we ſhall ſeethe 


ſtate of this outward Church,which conſiſteth in the ordinarie ſucce- 


ſon of Biſhops,whether it be ſo as I haue ſaid orno. Whe Moſes was 


gone vÞPto the mount Simar,to talke with God,& to receaue the Law 


at his handes : did not Asrenthe high Pricſt and Biſhop,with allthe 
people,in the mean ſpace worſhip the golden Calfe? readthe Booke 
of Indges,& you ſhall ſee how the whole outward & viſible Churche 
fell to Idolatrie and worſhipping of ſtrange gods:as Baal, AFtareth, 
gods of the Edomites, Moabies, Philitines,and the Sirians, Afterthe 
reigne of King Danid, how many kinges were there (I prayyou) in 


whoſetime falſe Gods were not openly worſhipped? All the Kinges . 
of Iſraell ſerued ſiraunge gods,with the conſent of the Biſhops, 28 


es,andrthe whole people. And in Tuda, there paſlednot 11. or foure 


2.,Tim, 2, | 


Kings after Dauidgin whoſe dayes open Idolatrie was not alowed & 
practiſed by the conſent of the Kings,Biſhops,highPrieſtes. Scribes 


& Phariſes. Which ofthe Prophets did not the open &vihble church 


perſecute ? Where wasthe vicible Church inthe time of £/144? Were 


notall, that were knowne and thou gh to be ofthe Church'worſhip= 


pers of Baal: in ſo much that Elas thought there had bene lefralyue | 
of Godstrue Churche but himſelfe only? and yet notwithſtanding 

is Church, knowne but on to himſelfe, forhe 
knoweth whoare his. Who ſmore Micheas the true Prophet of God, 
butthe chiefe Prieſt and Biſhop Zedechias ? And he, with 4co Prie- 


God hadpreſerued his C 


_ ſtesmoreofhisown mindand m_ deccaued iAchas, and pro- 


$_ - 2. 4 "—_ — wt Rx % —  - 


miſled him victoxic ouer the eAſ! 


4s, BR , 


7145, although God had made 


”. 


ue 


. cauſed (onſtantinusthe Emperour to baniſh eAthaneſms? who exi- 


| _ THE PREFACE. = 
themnoſuch promiſe, butrather had pointedthe co6trarie, as ircame Uere.20. 


to paſſe.Who commaunded Jeremy to be beaten for his true prophi- 


Cha 7, but Phaſhurthe Archbiſhop ? Who perſwaded with the King 


ar Jeremy the true Prophet of God, was a ſedicious fellow, & went 
about to diſcourage the people in Ieruſalem,thatthey ſhould not re- 


O 


ft I abuchodonoJer King of Babilon,but the Prieſtes? Yea,8& when This and ck 


the King delivered him out ofPriſon,who but theſe holy men of the _ ho gr 


Church,procured himto be caſtagainintoa deepe dongeon where preachers and 
os heart faithſull feruants 


they would haue famiſhed him,if God had not put in the king 


torake him out and deliuer him?Theſe be the fruits & praQtiſes ofthe ® oe 


viſible and ſeene Church,which,if it be true that the Papilts ſay, can- 
noterre.But whatſocuer they ſay it forceth not : for we knowe what 
the ſpiritualtie,as they cal themſelues,haue ben ſince the beginning, 
the yery expreſſed image wherof is ſet forth & declared in the £Aa- r.Macha.y.z, 
chabies,as Nos that readthe ſtory ſhall perceaue it ivell ynough, by | 

Alcinus Simon, Jafon,and eHenelews. Now letvs come tothe nee Machabeorume 
teltament,and ſee what the viſible and known Church was ynder it. wo 
Who was the true Church,or howe was it knowne to the people in 
Chriſtes time? The high Prieſtes,Biſhops,Scribes, Pharifes, and Sa- 
duces,which wpodfeg outwardly and boaſted themſeluesto be the 
Church of God: were in deede,as Chriſt calleth them, ſerpents, the 
| They" a of yipers,hipocrites,children ofhel,painted tombes,per- 


Math, 2 I! +T Jo 


fecuters of true religion,and murtherers ofthe Prophets, yea of him- 


ſelfe and his Apoſtles: men that ſhut yp the Kingdome of Heauen, 
ſothat neyrher they woulde enter therein themſelues , nor ſuffer 
the poore ſimple,that were deſirous to know the truth, to enter: bur 
excommunicated , and thruſt them outof the Churche, as men 


_ caſtawaye, as Heretiques, and forſaken of God, whoſocuer belee- 


uedon Chriſt, Who commaundedthe Apoſtles that they ſhoulde , 
preache no more in Chriſts name ? Who cauſed Srexen to be oned ? pa Þ 

And fames to be thrown off the pinacle,who gaue authority to Pawle Euſe.ec.hifc2.22, 
to bind,& bring before thE al that profeſied Chriſt >? Who comaitided ped - kk 

him to be buffeted?who accuſed him before Feſtus 8& Agrippe? Who Ct 
ſtirredthe Gentils againſthimin al colitries,where he wetto preach, 

butthe church ?If yee will then needes iudge the outwarde viſible 

church,that fitteth in Moſes chaire (though they do not as the chaire 


requireth)to be the true churchof God : 1 prayyouthentell me, who Rffinilt7e 


led (hrioftome,and many other mo godly and well learned Biſhops, Socrats 64 cul Bs 
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 andfleyy a greatnumber of godly & wel learned men, butthe Prieſts 


N,liij, _ by 


dts 4 FRY 
RI Ar 0 Gr 


Re es Ee Ot tia Be TE, 


© RT: one Kerry ty 


THE PREFACE, 


Capt, by ſeducing the Empreſſe Eudoxia?who put outthe eyes of Conſtan- 


tine the fourth Emperour and cauſed him to beflaine,bicauſe he pul- 
 ledthe Images out ofthe church,being worſhipped contrary to gods 


holy vil and commaundement,but his owne mother , bythe councel. 
| Mate vwellthe Of the Pope and the Biſhoppes,being then taken forthe Church?who 
' furesofths depoſed Henry the fourth Emperour , cauſing his own ſonne to rebell 
 euryya dehureh 2 0ainſt him? Who depoſed (hildericxs the french King , afloiling his 
ſubicRes from their obedience to him, and made Pipme King in his | 


and by them ye 


$hall knoyve 
vrbar they be, ſteade, but the Pope and his Church men? Letys cometo our owne 


realme and ſpeake ofthinges done in our owne memory , Who pro- 


cured Kinge Herr y the eyghtinthe beginning of his reigne to warre 


againſt the french King, where beſidesthe murther committed, adul- 


. O * ; . ou | o 
trie waslearned,theft and facrilege praRtiſed,lying,lwearing, yea and 


forſwering with al otherkindes of vices v{ed, which be the very fruites 
of war,butthe ClergizForthe Pope,then being in war with the french 
King, to make his part good and the ſtronger, procuredthe Biſhopps 
ofthe Church of England being the Popes deare Fats Stet chiefe. 
ofthe kinges councelto cntitle the king to his right of the realme and 
crowne of France : and toencourage the young King thereto} the 
Pope accurſed the king of Fraunce and al his aiders and ſuccourreres, 
 Thenfree pardons flue abroade as thick as butter flies in ſummer: but 
The pop: ma- ſofree, thatthe realme thereby and the ſaid warriers was robbed of a 
_ py "- orcat deale of our Treaſure, and in manner halfe yndone , There was 
quill to God yea Q 7 : 
rather aboue fulremiſſion a pena and cu pa preached at Paules croſſe , and almoſt in 
him inchis his cyery ſermon, through all England: promiting that whoſocuer dyed 
En, inthc Popes quarell, his ſ{oule ſhould bee in heauen before his bones 
were cold, After when the ſame King Henry had iuſtly by the autho- 
ritie of Gods worde, andthe ful conſent both of the parliment, and 
Conuocation, aboliſhed the vſurped power of the Biſhop of Rowe: 
This is one fche thenthe Pope interdited the whole Realme, and ſent Cardinall Poole 
proces of Pre- from prince toPrince,to excite and moue them (ifhe coulde haue 
ares, | . , , 

broughte it to paſſe) to make open warre againſte the Kinge and the 
realme, as itappearethin a Sermon preached by T ont all then Bi- 

ſhop of Durbam and \ctoutin printe openly. 
Which ſermon and all other telcruthes , openinge the abuſes and 
tiranie ofthe Biſhop ofRome,are now put to ſilence, Who were the 
worker of all theſe miſcheifes?who thele .iij.yearcs paſt, hath perſe- 
cutcd,priſoned ,and burned ſo many learned and Godly men , onely 
for their truc fayrhes ſake. grounded ypon Gods moſt holy worde 
(men worthy to bee compared with the olde martirs ofthe primitiue 
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_ . churchas well forthe conſtancy oftheir faith,as alſo forpacience'and 
|  * Charityſhewedattheirdeathes)butthe church,as they call th&{clues? Bo 
who by their cruell tiranie,hath enforſed ſo many notable mebers of whe P room ce ND 
Chriſt,(leauing wife, children,kinsfolke, Lands and goodes)eitherto cverhthe ae 
Aye into firange realmes, or elſe from towne to towne, from Cirie to man,but forgt- 
Citie : onely becauſe they woulde not drinke of the yenemous cup of _ _ 
the whore of Babilon ? who hath wrought all theſe kednatlcs bur Gala,4 i 
onely the miteredPrelates and their Popiſhe prieſtes? If we ſhall a- 
lowethem forthe true Church of God, that appeare to be the viſible : 
and outward Chnrch,confiſting of the ordinary ſucceſſ16 of Biſhops : 
then ſhall we make Chriſt, which isan innocent lambe without ſpot, Ex0-12« 
and in whome is foiidno guile,tobethe head of yngodly and diſobe. + 
|  dient members. Which thing is as impoſſible,as ro make God,which 
A is onely good,and nothing but goodnefle itſclfe to be the authour, o- 
3 riginal,and cauſe ofall euill, For Chriſt, as he is pure, holy andpertite, 
4 eucn ſo muſt his Church and members be,to whome he(as the head) Fph.r. 
* is adioynedandcoupled. Butifwe alowe the Pope, his Cardinalles, ©%1« 
|. Biſhops,prieſts, Monks,Canons,Friers & the whole rable of the clear- 
= gie,tobethisperfet Church of God,whoſe doinges are cleane con- 
V trary (forthe moſte PROus the will, and commaundement of Chriſt, 
* leftandexprefledin his word written:then make we him a finner,and 
7 his wordofnoecfftect, Foras\{weete agreeth with ſower, blacke with | 
_ White,darknefle with light,and cuil wtth good : euen ſothis outward, 
ſeene and yilible Churd, , confilting of | ordinary ſucceflion of Bi- 
ſhops,agreeth with Chriſt, But here they.will aſke me, howe ſhall 
. aman know whether he be inthe right faith, but by this Church? To 
this Chriſt ſhal make anſwere himſelfe,ſaying in Kd e Goſpel of Tohn, 
my ſheepe heare = voice,and ſhall not here a ſtraunger. And where tetn,x 
(I pray you) hath Chriſtleft any voyce to bee heard or folowed,butin 
his word written ? Search the Scriptures, ſaith he: for they beare wit-,,z,, * 
nefle ofme . Where he biddeth you not to ſearche vawritten verities,  * ©" 
_ ſuchastheoutward,ſeene and pompeous Church {hall of their owne | .. - 
* headesſhewyou,buttherittenyerities,conteinedinthe holy Scrip- ** 
=  trurcs,which areprofitabletoteache,to improue, toamend, andto jin- 
= ftuctinrighteouſneſle, thatthe man ofGod may be perfeQtand pre- 
> paredvntoalgoodworkes, | | 
ſt If thoutherefore be deſytousto knowe whether thou be in the 
-righte faith orno, ſeeke itnotatmans mouth: forall men bee lyers. 
Secke it not (Tſaye)at a proude, gloryous, and waueringe ſorte of Bi- 
* A£fhops, andPrieftes; butat Gods owne mouth, Which is his Roe 
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ly cercifierh a (I{ay)ſeke,and knock by diligent ſtudy,and carneft praier ynto God, 
 manyyhether Who hath promiſed to giue toal them, thataſke faithfully ofhim the 
| bisfaithbe certaintie ofgood faith intheir conſcience, taught and confirmed by 
200% the holy Scriptures ofthe old and new Teſtament. And here I forbid 
no man as vs; 1 they ſhould not af ke and learne ofthe learned : for 
 ,  thatisgoodan ab areage , yeaandalowed by Gods trueth, burthis 
Try every fpirite WOuld T have all men to doe,to vie diſcretion, and wiſedome in this 
butalovy none Matter: and to know whetherthey be learned, godlye minded,and a- 
1a empenen oy bleto inftrutby the Scriptures or no, And yet if they bezbeleeue them 
vrrieenScrip- NOfurther,chen they can ſhew their doftrine andexhortation to be a- 
tures, Gods ms with the true word of God written. For that is the very touch 


vvord trieth al fone, which muſt,yea and alſo wil,try all dotrine or leaming what- 


+ _____ thihges vvhether 
þ. 
1 


? they be good or {OCUET It be, whether it be good or cuil,true orfalſe, Andletnot men 
'  badd, ofſmalllearningbetocuriousinaſking or mouing darke and doubt- 
"full queſtions, which breede contention rather then Godly edifying, 

but let them be content with the plaine and open places of the Scrip- 

'B tures. Let them rather be earneſt to obſerue the commaundementes 
{ offaith and loue, which Oy ſetfoorth in Gods booke, then to 
1 


f troublethemſelues,and buſie their heades with darke places : forthat 
; is a thing that hath done,and alſo doeth diſpleaſe God verye oreatly, 
| ___ YeaTIthinkeſurely, that theſe heauy 2 petting od moſte 
K.: iuſtly puniſheth now this realme of England (which Ibeſeeche him 
ofhis infinite mercie cithertotake clean away,orelſe to mittigate the 
| for his ele& ſake)commeth not ſo much for the fimple,innocent, and 
; ynlearnedſorte, which being beguiled through their fimplicitie , by 


mM the craft andſubtyltie ofthe wylie Papiſtes, doe ſtill continue in ſu- 

| perſtition and Idolarrie : butrather forthe curious ſort,which preache 
ftraunge and farre fetched dotrines, nothing ſo muchto edifying as 
to contentious brawling. Yea I would to God there were not a great 
number ofthem , that were andare counted learned, which preache 

$627 and defend doftrines, which themſelues know to be yntrue,and con- 
p trarie tothe euident Scriptures . Would God there were not many 

hundreds of great goſpellers ſometimes,that had not ſubſcribed with 

| their owne hands and confirmed by their open and publique Sermss, 
© Theirconciences the contrary ofthat, which they once buildedin Chriſt. Andſome of 
$balltheretore  {ch(Iknow) in aan. priuately with their old freinds,and ac- 


condemne them 


I for ſo doing,if Quaintaince,haue confeſſedno lefle,bur thatthey haue done contrary 
b rhey repent not tothe truth, andthe good per{waſion of their own conſcience :and 
| intume. yettheſame mencouncelltheirfreinds for vnytic and peace ſake (as 
k | | ; EE they 


bo La 


_ THE PREFACE. 
they termeit) butrather they may ſay for feare ofloſſe of goodesand. 
life toobay wicked ſuperſtition, naughtierites and damnablelawes. 
But what peace,or what ynity isthat,that is againſt god & his Chriſt? 
And what profitethita man to winne al the worldandlooſe his own 
ſoule,for he that loueth his own life more then me(ſaith Chriſt)isnot MtiuI6. 
worthy of me.For theſe mes ſakesthertore, that isto fay,the ſtubborn 


Papiſts,that lead the world in blindnefle,cotrary to their own conſci- The vvine and 


yertue of delicate 


ences: and ſpecially for delicate 99 0m" ſakes, whoſe wit & yertue —dilites bs 
is in their tongs, whot diſputers, buſie talkers, taunters & faultfinders thei rongues, - 
with otkers,rather then mEders of theſcelues:for theſe two ſorts _ 
chefely(Iſay)God heapeth theſe great plagues, that is perſecution o 

his NT Ee ,daun an of war ko d THR 8" {tran oat Wd 

to ſubdue and vtterly _ thatour realme,except they repent,8 a- 

med their liuesin time,and become not only forgetful oftheir former 

euils : but alſo diliget workers and true folowers ofthe word,thatthey 

haue ſo lightly condemned, andrefuſed . Whichif they doenotlet 

them be fire , thatallthe ng con which are written inthe booke of 


_ God,andallthe blood of his ſaintes, which hath bene ſhed from iuſt 


Habel vnto this preſenttime, ſhall be poured vponthem. Buthow- hikes. 


| ſocuertheſe men doe,lerys (deare brethren) whoſe hartes God ofhis 


oodnefle hath more mercytully touched , repentand amend our 
BT liues,and ceaflefrom all dead workes, leaſt we be partakers of 
the ſame plagues with them, But thankes be ynto our God, thathath 
ſogently 263 vs,for this we know,that God ſuffereth not his peo- 
ple long to followe their owne mindes: but ſhortly puniſheth them, | 
which is a token ofhis greatlouing kindneſſe toward them. Forthis 2c. 6, 


> haue we of God more then other people(as itis written)that he 


ſuffrethnotvslongto finne vnpuniſhed like othernations,that when 
the day of Indgement commeth, he may puniſhe them in the fulnefle 
of their finnes, 
It we finne he correcteth ys, but hee neuer withdraweth his mercy 
from vs,andthough he puniſhe vs with aduerſitie, yer doth he neuer 
forſake his people. For whome (as Paule ſayth) the Lord loueth, him Ebruaz, 
he chaſteneth:yea and he ſcourgeth euery Gp whom hereceaueth., 
But to lcaue this digrefſion = come to our purpoſe agayne: I will 
breefely ſhewe you, what the outward face of the Church and religi= 
on hath bene inall ages,cuenſuch as hath pleaſed the mightie kings, = _ 
Emperours,and rulers ofthe world when 7erohoam ſet vp the 5 pane. 
Caluesat Bethel and Dan,the Prieftes and Leuites conſented thereto, 
andall liracl worſhipped them contrary to Gods commaundement, 
ME gg ko =o57 Oe Wh 
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, The vvill of a When} efabel had P erſyaded with her huſbande about murther, he 
vyoman mult be fulfilled her mind &flew'all the Prophets of God, that he could come 


folovved,orelſe 


by,only Eliz4 remained,thatwas known ro be the true church,wher- 
the Gi: asrhe Prieſts of Baal were 450 in nutaber-. Ezechias deſtroyed the 
Manafe,hisſonne ſerypIdolatrie,maintained wickedreligion, and 
WT  ſlethemthatwere pood, 0 0 

4 Re.23. ' «i Teſans reſtoredri i 
+24 forſookeit,andalltheirPriefts and ſubie&s with them comitted Ido- 
As Princes vvold Jatrie, And generally, what religion {ocuerthe kin g would have,that 


done, 


may we ſay ofthe Cleargie : what{oeuer ſayth the Prince, that ſayth 


Math,26, 


condemn Chriſt & his do&rine as erronious and ſedicious:and al the 
people followed and cried (rucifige ? did notall the Emperors before 
(onftantine,being ſeduced by their Bifhops and Prieſtes, condemne 
Chriftiareligionas hereticall,ſedicious,andtraiterous,& forthe ſame 
murthered many thouſands of Martirs ? When Couſtantine was chri- 
Renedzhen wasthetruereligion firlt ſet forth & openly preached by 
publique authoritie :;and yer in the ſpace betweene Chriſt and this 


goo'y Emperor, God was not withour his church,though it were not 
n 


own,ſeen,and ſoacceptedofthe world.In this Princes time, & by 

his authoritic,was keptthe firſt & beſt general colicell ofNice,where 
was ſet foorth our common Creede,containing ſhortly the cheefe & 

* moſt neceſlaryarticles of our beleefe, 'This ConFantinas ſonne, (o- 


Theodoriti.tib, 1 Fantinsfauourin ; the errour ofthe eArrians,in the councell of eL= 
capts, rimine,decreedethat Chriſt was not God but man only, 


Andthento call Chriſtthe ſonne of God, was by the outwarde 
known church , and by a generall councell condemned for an hay- 
nous herefie. From thar titmie foorth way ePainime pnponc rejgned,]- 

. tes far dolatric andworthipping of falſe Gods' was the publique doctrine, 
end arent: Whe hereticksrei uy 4 bare the rule, herefte ws ney preached 
vvere doublefs- for Godstruth. When the Emperors were Catholicke, then was the 
= 10k true doctrine ofthe Goſpell openly preached. And qrmeen' ſuch as 

._ _ ._. wasthefaithofthe Emperors, kings,or otherrulers,fuch did the Prie- 
ſtes preach. Andifany by the authoritie of gods worde preached the 
wore withſtood their corrupetteachings, ſtraight waye he was 


either depoſed from his office;condemned foran heretick,baniſhed, 
brent,or putto ſome othercryell death After all theſe ſprong vp the 
MME boot ef PO 29H 


braſen EAI and reſtored thetruercligion and worſhip of God:but 


tReligion: but [ehoas and Jehoachimhis ſonnes 


ſo al things vvere ...1 fabliſhcd for his time:fo that(as Salomon mo ofthe Iudges) ſo 


the Prieſt, Burletysonce agaynicome to the new teſtament. Didnot 
Math,2y, the head Rulers ofthe Church,with the authoritie of Herode & Pilate. 
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Popethat hm crowned monſter and great Antichriſt, which toke 
ypon him authoritie,noronly ouerthe Cleargie, butalfo clymed a- 

boue Kinges and Emperours depoſinig them at his pleaſure, and fet- 

led himſelfin the tempJe of God,thatis,in the coſctences of men,ex- 

tolling himſelfaboue God,diſpenſing with goodlawes, and giuing 

men leaueto breake them,andto regard more his decrees, rhethe e- 

ucrlaſting commaundments of God. And ſoitcame to pafle intime, 

thatto catefleſhon the Friday or faſtingday,was counted greater fin 
thedronkenefle,adultrie or ochinp And why,becauſe his lawes were 

diligetlicr & more ſtraightly looked too,& the offenders therofſorer "\'Y 
puniſhed,thE Gods lawes.Since this Antichriſt of Rome (Iaye)was 

ftabliſhed in hisfull power,whatſocuerpleaſed him, that wastakefor 

gods law,and that was decreede mo by generall councell; 'confit= 
med;&ratified by whole heapes of clearkes. Tofſpeake againſt that 

was and a!{onowisdeteſtable herefie, 8& ſohainousa crime againſt 

the holy Ghoſt{ifit wers true that they ſay)thatit cannot be forgiten 

eitherin this world,orin the wor: to come.He that ſpeaketh againſt 

any of his decrees, muſt vtterly be condemneafor an Heretique, ac- ,, . ho 
curſed of God, and damned into hell for ever without reaemptici { popes thanders 
exceptherecant,abiure;and denie the trurh;and ſerfoorth error and bolts vibervvich | 
falſe doQtrine;and promiſe with a ſolemne Oath, thathee ſhall neuer Þ*fearerh rhe 

Pe Fas rt v5] " people,and ma- 
preache,teache,nor defend the truth hereafter. Now let vs come to Lech them to in« 
ourdayes.When King Henriethe viij. was(as he ought to be by gods cline tobis = 
 law)made ſupreme head,as well ofthe Cleargie as of the Laitie : he, \\** 
by the conſent moon. may np 1 and conuocation, ſet foorth in print 
a godly booke ofReligiqn,not much varying fromthat, whiche was 
enacted in hisſonnesttme Edpard the fixt, © No 
But when he tooke diſpleaſure with certayne Biſhops (as they te vyas aſinalt 


tearme them) of the newleaming, becauſe they woulde not giue m=terar thar 


theirconſencin the parliament, thatthe King ſhould haue all Abbye *7*<*2be difple- 
landeos rl hi ( : . fed vvith ſuch 
naes tonsownevies: but onely ſuchelandes as were giuen by his men,and ſo much 
_ Aunceters kinges of Englande, and that the reſidue of thoſe landes the more forthae 
ſhould haue bene beftowed to augment the number of learned men *Þ*y vvithſtoode | 
inthevniuerfities , tothe founding alfo of Grammer Schooles in \;.- * no 
. ' . . # 
cuery ſhire of Englende,where children(moſt aptto learning) ſhould 
haue bene broughte yp frecelye , and withoute me colte to their 
1 


friendes and kinsfolkes:to the founding of hoſpitals where poore 


andimpotent people ſhould haue bin ſufficiently prouided for, with 


Phiſitions and Surgeons, which ſhould haue miniftred phiſicke and 
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where ſhould be thought moſt meer and fit, toſet yp diuers occupa- 

tions(moſt ptofitable Br the common wealth)where al yaliaunt and 

ſurdie beggers ſhould haue bene ſet to worke, and if they refuſed to 

labour, then to force them thereto by whipping, ſtocking, and hun- 

| er: and the reſidue ofthe Abbie Landes aboue theſe, Fold haue 

Prinze _ ene reſerued in the common treaſuries,to ayde the king in his wars 
lurrilly oner-ame Or her affaires of his Realme,and thereby to haue fauoured and ea- 
good publikepo- ſed the more his ſubieRes in taxes, ſubſidies, fifteenths,and lones,and 
I'cie and brought ſych otherlike thing: King Herrie (as I ſaid before)ypon the diſplea- 
uu furetaken,andbythe incitation ofthe olde Popiſh Biſhops, ſhortlye 
 after(by conſent ofthe ſame,orthe moſt part of them, that were ma- 

kers of the fir{t booke of religion) ſet forth by open parliament and 
conuocationthe fixe articles,as wel agreeing with the former parlia- 

ment andthe word of God,as black with white,light with darkneſle, 

Chriſt with Belial,or with Antichriſt,Bur after, _ he was pacified 

with theſe foreſayd Biſhops,conſidering that they ſpake agaynlt the 

kinges profite not of malice, but of good conſcience, and zeale to 

| Gods glorie and the common wealth, he mitigated the fixe articles, 

 andfrom thattime foorth,more and more,reſtored true religis. And 

'Idoubtnot butifhe had liued, he woulde haue broughtall thingesto 

a betterſtate,the he left it, But Edward the fixt his ſonne (ſucceeding 


of other beit 


Yhey are al petin plague that euer cameto it, intaking awayefrom it,ſo godly a King 


 red,ſo many as 


eaue their con- ASNC Was,yea ſuch a one as hath not been read of,of his age, in any 


- 
_ 
—_— \ 
x 
- 4 


| ſurgeriefreely,not only to them, butalſoto all other poore folk, with- 
- inthisRealme: and alſo in every ſhire rowne,8& other markettowns, 


is Councell, Biſhops and the Clewie) ſet foorth 


_ 
__ 
- 
-— 
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> _ THE PREFACE. TP 
Cleargie and common houſe: yea and by them, that were the chiefe sy their deedes 
ofKing Henri her Fathers priuie counſell , and ſetters on ofhim in ye 5ball —_— 
the aboliſhing ofthe Biſhop ofRome,euen open preachers,and wri- _ harthey 
ters,againſt the Popes tirannie,with ſo pithie los and ftrong ar- ' 
mentes : asneither they themſclues,nor any other after them,ſhall 
4 able at anytime rightly to aſloyle and aunſwere? Yet theſe men 
were chiefe of jets per procurers ofthe Queene, and firſt wor= _ 
kers inthe Parliamentto alure the Lordes and commons, to receaue - 
the Biſhop of Rome againe for the ſupreme heade of this Realme, 
. contratietoGodslaw,the lawes of this Realme, and their owne ſo- 
| lemneothes. And not only this, butthey haue taken away the aCtes of 
mortmaine,and premunire,and diuerſe other ſtatutes that did bridle 
the ynſatiate couctouſneſle and licencious libertie of the Popiſhe 
Prieſts, and reſtored the Ate ex officio, Which thing if it ſhould long 
continue in this ſtate that itisin , the greattreaſure of this Realm 
ſhould come into the Cleargies hands,and a great part therofſhould 
flic toRome for Biſhoprickes,Benefices, Appellacions, pardons, dif- 
_ penſations andſuche other bagguage. But (faye the Papiſtes) when 
Scriptures be harde and doubtful, and ſeeme to be contrary one to a- 
nother by miſtaking and wrong vnderſtanding, whereof diuerſe he- 
rehies doe ariſe: how ſhall amanknowe thetruthin ſuch diverſity of ;,1;, . 1,,h 
opinions both parties grounding themſclues yppon the Scriptures, of Chriſtian docs 
but onely by the Church,which(as they ſaye) cannot erre ?S, Angu- ine 
ftine ſhall make aunſwere herein forme , ſaying on this wiſe : darke a EY 
placesare to be expounded by more plain places, for that is the ſureſt of Chriſtian doc- 
way of declaring the Scriptures to xray! one Scripture by another, trine. 
And again he faiththatin things openly conteined in the Scriptures, Nay 2g A 
are found all things that concerne faith good liuing and charity. And , ene hey 
ifany thing cannot betried by the certaine and cleare places ofthe forgiueneſle of 
Scriptures, let mans preſumprion(ſaith he)Ray itſelfe, not leaning to _ 
either part : forthis Iam ſure of, if that it were requiſite to be known Cap, 6 4 
ypon pain of damnation, their ſhould notlacke moſtplain and cleare 
authorities ofthe ſame in the Scriptures, Butin ſeeking ofthe Scrip- 
tures, let vs{eekno farther then isleft in writing by God our ſauiour, 
leaſt in defiring to much, weleeſe all. S, Crifefors alſo faith : itisnot 
poſlible,thathe,which with earneſt Rtudye,and feruent defire, apply- VP*" Geneſis 
+ ethhimtotheScripturesof God, ſhould cuerbe negleRedof God, —_ 
> butalthoughe welackeamaiſterto teache vs: yetthe Lord hitnſelfe, \ 
— <nteringoure hartes from aboue, ſhall geue light into our mindes, 
= andpoure hisbright beames into 0urreaſon and ynderſtanding,and 
| O.iiij. open 


NIE. 5 Te8} 
be I es 
YES IO bone = ER TO 
x ate L ; Y Shes. 
OO; , > 
425 | G 


Ea. a IE "_ <8 


16. 


Ny —_ K R << " s TORIES” OY $4 ROT, TRPEY! 42 DV "PN LG IEF <1 , aL CW EE IIED ##. . bes TEL RE : SM) e 
"I , ca. a9 , Lae® a db BCE py trig nd Ger ous L Fnk IF Ev. pint a {lacs bh Sk dl WL ad tra SY £24 i AF: 1 ff 2 as ets Rips $a Os nn PUT oe 02 WY TO 147 CT £5 Eb PEE Ix ayes 
4 , Y, "x £F0 ot H] \ 6. IF E4," Ye, 951, ENS TIS Se mg A A aiy CY 38-4 thy Dn) So 8g, Rs VP 5 NE RG UI SA wy: Se a ET ' of + "—— wy en DE II Ivy OE IN "es IO EE 8 xD Th PE Ie To Sed aqet % PRO ets 2) do bd gs 
*; 1B b © DOTS. be 7 an ye ne HET 4 ® ) > Es < . BEER. 4 = "> = N bs o Bo! WAL T9 3D 1 Ts” __” es. on . 7 £5 Sw 7 we CP AER ends i dey” 42, * Pk 6 "0 
"4 ' @ 1, 4 0% ds bs Ab phy SEL 7 A ILIS L we, F” on - \ £ : PERS 
4 NOT Fe NL Ot 4 5 4 l 5 
x AN wes 2 TN I, A y . 'S ; 
. 2 1 ls es : 
£ - 
# z - 
« 


- THE PREFACE. 


open the hinges that be hid,and teache vs thoſe tringes whereof we 


I® his ynperfecte be ignorant. Therefore ({aiththe ſame Chrifoſtors) it thou wilt enter 


vyorke, 


Gapb2 3+ 


Lacob.l, 


 whenthere was no more of t 


into the truth ofthe Scriptures, now aſke by prayers, now ma hues, 
g00d workes, and ſearch the old auncient writers, and aſke diuerſe 
ricſtes,to knowe which be the true keye keepers,and which are the 
!ſe.. For all thinges(ſaith he)are plaine,and manifeſt inthe deuine 


. Scriptures,whatſoeuer thinges are needefull arethere opened. Butif 


theſe authours willnorſatiſfhe them;then letthem vſe S. [awes coun- 
ſe!ll,ſaying#he that lacketh wiſedom, lethim aſke itof God, which 
incth toal men-indifferently, and caſteth no manin the teeth, andit 


 thalbe giuen him. ForGodis not pariall, nor regardeth any more a 
' Pepe then aPotter,a Cardinalthen a carter,a Biſhop then a Butcher, 
_ - aPrieftethen a Pedler, except hisfaith andlife be agreeable to Gods 


Will; 17778 : LO TE 0 LOTS Foo + | --- 
-, Whetherſhould a man(defiringto know thetruthj-andrightvn- 
derſtanding and worſhipping of God)haue reſorted to Ekashistime 
b etrue outward Church : but he alone? 
To whom ſhoulda man haue reſorted for counſell of the truth, inthe 
time of Feremve 2 Ofwhome; ſhould a man haue learnedthe truth in 


Chriſtes tyme,whenthere was no ordinarie ſucceſſion of Biſhops in 
the truth? Should they haue learned( think you )the truth of God of 
the headPrieſts,Scribes and Pharifies? Then yon know, what a lear- 


- ning they ſhould haue had;and how much Chriſt ſhould haue profi- 


tedthem . Howe ſhould a man haue bene f{atiſhed ofhis ſfaluation at 


 eAnmas,Caiphasand the reſt ofthe Phariſes hands? Euen ſo no doubt 
; would they haue taught & inſtructed him, thatif he had beleued and 
' folowedtheirſayinges, Chriſt and he ſhould neuer haue met. And 


yetthoſe men bare the Image and name of the knowne Church at 
that time,yea and the ſame men condemnned him of whome our faith 
and faluation depedeth,as a ſeditious felow,as a traitor to (2ſar, asan 
hereticke,and ablaſphemer of God.Chriſttherefore,to teach ys what 


weſhould doe in matters pertaining tohis gloryand our owne com- 


moditie;ſendeth his hearers tothe Scriptures,and nottothe Church, 


he ſaid alſotothe Sedwces,ye erre becauſe ye knownotthe ſcriptures, 
and not becauleye belecue notthe Church . Healſopromiſeth his e- 
leR; thatthey ſhall heare his yoice andnor a ſtraungers voyce, If ye be 
doubtful therfore in any point, reſorttothe Scriptures giuen from god, 
andout ofthem ſearch forthe thing whereof thou art ignoraunt, and 
abouecall things be nottoraſhe in udgment, neither ttuſttomuch in 
thine awne witte, | JEET 
Alke 


OO, THE PREFACE: 7 
Aſke alſo counſell offiich men, whome thou knoweſt tobee well, 
learned andexerciſed inthe ſame Scriptures, and whoſe conuerſati- 
 onthouſceſtto be agreeable to their words :and yet beleue them no 
farther, then they can proue their dotrines anid exhortations to anſ- 
were,& agree with god his moſtholy word.Seke,aſke,cry,cal,knock, 
faſt and pray,with a conſtant faith,ioyning thereto a Chriſtian, ſober, 
{ andacharitableliuing:andthen he,that hath the keye of David,vvho TK 
| - openethandno man ſhutteth, ſhall (accordingto ie progpile) oeue * ” 
ynto you all that you af ke ofhis father in his name, and ſhall ſend his 19hn15+ 
holy ſpirite into your hartes: who ſhall lead you into all truth and put 
you in remembraunce of all thoſe thinges , which Chriſt hath com- | 
maunded, needefull and neceflary for your ſaluation . Whatſocuer 
therefore the Churche teacheth you out of the Canonicall bookes of 
the Bible,beleue that: bur if they teachany thing beſide that(Imeane 
which isnotagreable with the ſame) beleue neither that,nor the. For 
then they are notthe Church of Chriſt butthe Sinagog of Sathan 8 
- Antichriſt, For the Church of God (asS. Pale witnefleth) is builded TPh*2+ 
yp6 the foiidation ofthe Apoſtles & Propheres, nat ypo the Apoſtles, 
but ypon the ſame foundation,which they laid,that is, Chriſt Ieſus,8 
his holy word. And all ſuch vnwritten yerities,as the Papiſtes haue in 
their mouthes, though they ſeeme' neuer ſo glorious a Church tothe 
face ofthe world, if my be not agreeing (as they are notindeede) to 
the very word of God,ſuſpe&tthem:yea rather Thid youvtterly to ab- 
horre andreiect them. Fortheir outward and ſeene Church may and 
doth (as is before prooued) comonly erre in great and waighty mat- 
ters, Stand faſt therefore toſound and good doAtine, and wauer not. SES 
Andifany man comeyntoyou and bring notthis doQrine with him, 2-19Þ» © nt 5 
receaue him not into youre houſe : bid hum not godſpeede : nor haue 
- oughtto doe with him : but count him as anabiecte from God and 
Chriſt. But cleaue ye faſt to the ſounde and certaine dottrine of Gods 
jnfallible word, written in the Canonicall bookes ofthe new and old 
teſtament,which is able ſufficientlye to inftru&youto eter- 
nall ſaluation through ITeſus Chriſt our Lorde . To 
whom with the Father,and the holy Ghoſt, 
bee all honoure and prayſe for 4 
cuer and cuer, A=, * 
men, © | 
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X wrt : The? Fooke tothe eader. 


Udge not before, _ 
T hou knoWy mine mtent, 
But reade me throughout, 
' eAndthen ſay thy fille 
", _ eAsthoninopimon _ 
Art minded and bent, 
- Whahert be | 
. _ »_ Either googorill, 


1 carenot for praiſe, 

N or ſlaunder vntruey 
es __ . Of mannor of childe, 

_ * 1, Whatenerhebe: _ 
AUEE ©. Truth neede not to feare 

Who deth it purſue, 
With praiſe or aiſpraiſe - 
In any degree, 


"of wi For truth 1s not bettered 
ENTS” 09  Byprayſa at all, 
FT Nor harmed by difþraiſe 
| _ Of any Wight : 
TC But goodneſie or hurt | 
b-2h; | Moit ſurely come ſhall, 
i” p T o hins that. doth indge 
So. _ Either wrong or right, 


Reaat megthen iudge me, 

T berefore,f thee pray, 

N othing for my cauſe, 

_ Butouly thine own ; 

For [ ſhall indure, Tt ee 

Whoſocuer ſay nay, | 
When wnvoraten truths | 

Szallbe onerthroyn, 
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A (onfutation of /nyritten Verit es, by 

| * © © diverſe auQhorities,diligently andtruely gathered LOgi- Rat 
* **. ther,outof theholyScripturesand aun= 

JE 2G "TEI" cient fathers, 
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Thatthe word of God written, contai- 
ned Withinthe (anon of the Bible,is a true, ſound, perfelt 
and Whole doftrine, containing in it ſelfe fully, 
'  allthinge needefull for our 
© ſalhation, 


T he firit (hapter. 


E ſhallputnothing to the worde, 
which Icommaunde you, neither 
V take oughte therfrom : that ye may 
\ keepe the commatidementsof the peur,4; 
4 Lord your God, which I command _ 
em, YOU. 
loa) Mo $3 25/280 You ſhalnort doe atferany thing, 
| Bi) that we do here this day,cuery man 
=— whatſemeth him goodin his own Deut.12, 
ANY eyes. $50 
WhatſocuerI commaund you, 
\ 2hattake heede you doe only tothe Tbidem, infints - 
*V Lorde,andputnothing thereto nor 


take ought therefrom, . 
The Prophet, which ſhall preſume to ſpeake a word in my name, 
which Ihaue not commaunded him to ſpeake,or that ſpeakethin the 
name of ſtraunge gods,that Prophet ſhall die. 
Allthe wordes of God are pure and cleane : forhe isa ſhield vnto Pro.30s 
all them that put theircruſt in him:Put thou nothing vnto his wordes, 


Deu,1 8, 


O 


leaſt he reproove thee,and thou be found a lyar, 
Heare not the wordes ofthe Prophets, that preachevntoyouand rere,zx; 

deceaue you : for they ſpeake the meaning oftheir own harts, & not 

our ofthe mouth of the Lorde, __ 


-*  _Whoſocuerteacheth & keepeth the ſame(ſpeaking of his comavn= ward.5, 
[8 SE P. 1] « de ment J 


E i | 
T # .& +4 ; 


_ Tohn,$e 


Actes,10, 


Rom.10, 


__ 

Th: S; 

w Gala, 
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A CONEVTATION OF 
 dements ſhall be called greatin the Kingdome ofheauen, * | 


Whoſocuer heareth theſe my wordes,anddoth the ſame, ſhall be 


likened vnto a wiſe man,that buildeth his houſe vpon a rock : and a- 


boundaunce of raine fell,the floods came,the winde blew , and beat 
yponthe ſame houſe,anditfellnot, becauſe it was grounded onthe 
ſure rock. Pe tapas | 

This people draweth nie ynto me with their mouth and honoureth 
me with their lips, howbeirtheir harts be far from me, butin vaine do 


they ſerue megteaching the doEtrines and preceptes of men. 


 Goye,andteacheall nations, Deen em inthenameofthe 
father, &c. teaching them to obſcrue all thinges whatſocuer I haue 
commaunded you. 


Goe yec into allthe world, and preache my Goſpell to all crea- 


tures, 


He that heareth m worde, and beleeueth in him that ſent me, hath 
eucrlaſting life, and ſhall not come into damnation: but is eſcapedfr6 


_ deathto lite. E 


Search the Scriptures, forin them ye think ye haue eternall life, and 
they are they whichteſtifie ofme. | 
Theſearewrittenthat you mightbeleeue, that Teſus is Chriſtthe 
ſonne of God,and that(in belcecuing)yee mighte haue life thorow his 
name. . £ 

Ihaue ſpared no labour, butIhaue ſhewed youall the Councell of 
I haue obtained helpe ofGod,and continue ynto this day, witneſ- 
ſing both tothe ſmal and tothe great,ſaying none other thinges,then 


| thoſe which the Prophets and Moſe didſay ſhould come. 


Fayth commeth by hearing, hearing commeth bythe worde of 
God: | Rn a 
Whatſoeuer is not of Faith, the ſame is finne. W226 
Wee beenot Lordes oueryour Faith : but helpers of your ioye. 


| T_ we our ſelues, or an Aungell from Heauen, preache any o- 


7 therGoſpell ynto you,then that which we haue preached, lethim be 


accurſed. bb 

Continue thouinthe thinges,which thou haſt learned, which alfo 
were comitted vntothee, knowing of whom thou haſt learned them. 
and faras much alſo as thou haſt known the holy ſcriptures ofa child 
which are able to make the learned ynto (aluation,through the fayth, 
whichis in Chriſt Teſu, For al ſcripture, giuen by inſpiracion of God,is 
profitable toteache,to improoue,to amend, to inftruRinr) Tn - 
[i | | be ne e 


OY 
—_ 
— 


%Y 
= : 


__ 
m 


" 
li ” 


 VNWRITTEN VERITIES. "* mh 
nefſe,that the man of God may be perfete, andpreparedtoall good 
workes, | 264 
: " Tfany manſpeake,let him ſpeake as the wordes of God. 1.Pere.4, 
- Tfany man come ynto you,and bring notthislearning,receaue him 2Jobn,epiſtle, | 


\ _notintoyour houſe,neither bid him God ſpeede.For he,that biddeth 


him God ſpeede,is partaker of his cuill deedes. Yar 
Ifany man ſhall adde yntotheſe thinges,Godſhal adde vnto him ****?* 

the plagues,thatare writtenin this booke, And ifany man ſhall mi- 

niſh ofthe wordes of this prophefie,God ſhall take away his part out 

ofthe booke of life, and out of the holy citie, and from thoſe thinges, 


whichare written inthis booke. 


T hatthe writings of the old Fathers,with- _ 
 entthe written Word of God,are not able to prooue any 
Cap. 2 
ET Renew bb, 2,cap.46, Toleaneto the Scriptures of Doctrine in reli- 
IX: | God(which isthe certaine and vndoubted truth) is 8 va? vy 
<1 to build a mans houſe vpona ſure and ftrong rock: | IF77 09g 
If Buttoleauethat, andleanetoany other doctrines onely, 


t (whatfocuer they be)is to build aruinous houſe vp- 


4 | : | b 
Rx—Xl onthe ſhattering grauell,whereofthe overthrow is 
| - 0 SR y e may not 
Idem in £pift.72. Happy is hethat ſoweth ypon the. water where | 0 Hoe 


the Oxe and the Aﬀerreadeth,that is,vponthatpeople. which onely ypon mens Tra 
followeth the doctrine of both the teſtaments,and not ypon the yayn ditions, | 
traditions of men. ; 

Tertallian inthe preſcriptions of Hereticks,pa.19. Itisnotlawfull 


forvsto fauour any doctrine at our pleaſure,nor yet to choſe what a- 


ny man hath broughtin of his owne minde.. | 
We haue the Apoſtles ofthe Lord for our authours, which did not 7** Apefiles 


; | as . hr nothing 
elect any thing(thatthey would bringin) oftheir owne heades : but y,cthar, vohich 


taught, faithfully to all nations,thatdoQtine, that they had receyued they learoed of 
| | ©y riſt, 


of Chriſt. 
Therefore although an Aungell from heauen, ſhoulde preache any 
otherthing,letvs hold himaccurſed, EISTIEN - | 
Andalittleafterhe ſayth. Weneedetovſe nocuriohiic after Ie- aerwenc! x $5474 
{usCtuiſt,normake farther ſcarche after the Goſpell : for when wee ter the coſpel no 
I CR an ge cara Bey P.iij. | ; belecue, other thing is. t® 


J— 


 wvhich benorin the canonicall bookes of the Bible,he ſayth. Theſe be mF , Whiche 


— 


m_—_—_— 


PAC INN 


an __AiCONF FAITONSRT 

tebcleeved, Heleeue,wedeſire robelceue nomore.Fortultwebelen 

Lereisno cz. Ehere is nothing elſe that we ought to belecue, Ef np cf UG 
renty if that the Idem ofthe fleſh of Chriſt, pa.20.again(t A pelles which {: yde that 
{cr,pture defneta the Aungels had a bodily ſubltaunce,whichthey rooke of the Rerres, 
_ PREP Y Tertulliananfiwereth,thatthere isno certaintic in this matter becauſe 
Propheres, and; , the (crip ture declareth = cs , Fi TEES ae” | 
Goſpel,arerhe © TheſameroPraxees.Letthis be a generallrule, indifferently de- 
firſt doctrines, termined before handagainſtal herefies,that that is true,wharſocuer 
ming co isfirſt:and thattobe forged whatſocuer commeth after.pa.q18, 
bers, 4 Origen in his fuſt homulic vpon Teremy,- Wer mult needes callthe 
vvith Gods holyScriptures to witnefle:for our iudgements andexpoſitions with» 
vvordes , arenot Out theſe witneſles,arc worthie no credite, 


te this, thar 


* 


|  tobebelecued, Idem vpon Leartiews;in his fift homilie, If the holy ſcripture donoe 


'®, DO 


not be prooued bY 27 ; ; | 
by Rv, arty ſtabliſhins ofour doQrine:but as forthe reft;letysleaueitro God, —* 


Thar vyhichcan- Jetermin any wn vi ought notto admit. any other writine; for the 
O 


 leaue ro God, The ſame ypon the third chapter torhe Romanes.Aﬀter thele as his 


\ 


cuſtome is(meaning by S. Paule)he doth confirme,that he had ſayde 
by the ſcriptures , giuiog alſo an example to the Preachers of the 
church that thoſethinges, whicheheyſpeake toth MF, ſhoulde X 
be armed and maintained by the holy Scriptures,and not ſpoken out 
- oftheir owne iudgementes,For ifhe, (beingiuch andſogreat an A- 
poltle) thoughtnot the authoritie of his owt1wordes tobeſufhcient, 
except he teach thoſethings,which he ſayth,tobe written inthe law 
andthe Prophets; how much more oughtwe little ones,totake heed 
__ thatwhen weteache, we vtternot our own mindes, but the ſentens 
ces of the holy ghoſt. - 3-242 4hf 0, 0a Mb 


: 


The ſame vpon eMathew,in his 26.homily:no man ought(forthe 
ſabliſhing af dotrine)to'vſe any bookes, that be without the cano- 


nicall ſcriptures. 


All bookes Ciprian inthe expoſition of the Creede, after that he hath rehearſed 


armor; mabeds our fathers haue included withinthe Canon, out ofthe which our fa- 
Apocripha,and - (NETS would the doQtine of our faith to bee certaine : neuertheleſſe 

are nor ſifficient there be other bookes which of our Elders were not called canonical 

to proue any atti- [+ eccleſialticall :asthe booke of wiſdome,the bokes of Srrach, T o- 
PR bie, 7udith, Machabees and other. All which bookes,they would have © . 
to be readin the church,butnot aleaged as ofauthoritie to! confirme. | 
any artic'e of our faith, All other writinges they called Apocrypha, | 
which they wouldin' nowiſeto beredinthe church, © t | [ 
eAthinaſiu agaipltthe Gentils, The holy Scripruresbeing inſ _w_ Fa 
RAO THEE. | Onl L 


_ 


 __VNWRHRITTEN VERITIES. 22 
fFom God, are ſufficient to all inftruRtion ofthe mnh. © | : 
 Baſilins in his booke of Erhickes, of his ſhort definitions the, 26. 
Euery word and deede, that maketh forthe certentie and ſuretie of 
g00d men,and the confuſion ofthem that be euill, muſt be confirmed _ 
| bythereſtimonie of GodsScriptures. And thoſe things, which either 
in ournature, orin the cultome and maner of our life, are manifeſtlie © _ 
knowne, muſt we vſe, to confirme thoſe thinges, which we doe and 
ſay. STO: 35 37 Y by 
"The ſame inhisſhortdefinitions the firſt queſtion. Whetherit be 
lawfull or expedient for a magta permit himſelfe todo whathethin- 
keth good, without the teſtimony ofthe holy Scriptures.His anfiwere. 
| Seeing thatourſauiour ſayth ofthe holy Ghoſte >he ſhallnot ſpeake 
of himſelfe, burwhatſoeuerhee hath heard, that ſhall hee ſpeake: © 
And of himſelfe hee ſayth the ſonne can doe nothing of himſelte : 
And againe,l haue not{poken ofmyſelfe,buthe which ſentme gaue 
me commaundement, whatIſhould ſay,and what Iſhould ſpeake, 
and I know that his commaundement is eternall life: therefore thoſe 
things,thatIſpeak,Iſpcak asthe fatherfaid vnto me: who is he then, 
thar will run intoſuch madneſle, that he dare once thinke onely any 
thing of himſelfe, ſeeing hat he hath neede.of: the holy Ghoſt for his 
ayde,{othatboth inmynde, word and worke , he mayeibee guided 
inthe way oftruth, andthat he muſtneedesWalkeindarkeneſſe,ex- 
cepthe bee lightned withthe fonne of righteouſheſſe, our Lord Ieſus \" 
Chriſt, which ſhineth vpon'vs with his commaundementes, as with - 
 brighrbeames?For the comaundemet of the Lord is clere,and giueth 
lghttothe cyes.For of thoſe thinges thatare done,and carumonly y- 
{edamong vs,ſome are by gods commaundement determined, and Noman cnn difs 
plainly ſer footth inthe holy Scriptures, and ſomenor/ expreſſed . Of P*ri© vvithgoos 


layve, 


thoſe that be expreſſedby rhe Scriptutes,there isvtterlyno power gi- 
yen toanyman{(whatſoener he be in the whole world)eyther to: doe Thinges , that be 
any thing of thoſe that be forbidden,orelfe toleaue vndonany tang, SE Rag 
_ofrhemchatbecommaunded: ſeeing thatthe Lordhath-once com- þe vied,or nor v- 
maundedandfaid,whatſocuerIcommannd you, thzt take heede ye fed : bur yer as 
doe &c.But of thoſethinges that are uotexprefied,the Apolile Paule ©) * equireth 
hath guenvsarule,ſaying:Imaydoe allthings bur all things are nor 

expedient, Iimay doe allthinges,bitall thinges edyfic nor::- RE tes 

_ v. Ttfiebinsvpon Lenitionshb. 5 .cap.16.Let vs; which wouldhaue a- Seach no further 
nything obſeru:d of God, ſearche no more but that, which the Goſe. ***2 *>* Golpel 
pell doth 9116 vnto vs. a2 lt. ng! ET my 
-  Chriſoftewypon the,24, cap. of Marhew, Homilia.49, When y » 

- 3-114 hs Roe Eon oY A EP 


I 


- 
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Intime of bere- is) when youſhall ſee yn godly herefic (whiche isthe armie of Anti- 


fie,thereisno chrift)ſtandeinthe holy places ofthe churche :inthattime lerthem, | 


meanes tortry the Þ: « Bens Os $230 | : K 
gg Ong which are in Iurie,flie vnto the hilles(that is)let themthat be in Chri 


Church of Chrit ſtendom reſort ynto the ſcriptures. Forlike as the true Tewe is a Chri- 


from Antichriſtes {tian(as the Apoſtle ſayth,he is nota Iewe,which is outward, &c.) in 
like manerthe yery Iurie is Chriſtianitie,the Hillesare the Scriptures' 


Church,but onlie 
leh WOE me ofthe Apoſtles and Prophets. And why doth he commaund all Chri- 


true chriſtianitie, neither can there be any otherrefuge for Chriſten 
men,(willing to know the truth of the right faith)but onely vnto the 


holy{criptures. Before rime,it wasſhewed by manyother meanes, 


which was the true church of Chriſt;and which Gentilitie : but now 
there is wy toknowit. And why? forall thoſe things, which per- 


tayne to Chriſt indeede;haue the heretickesin theirSciſme: likewiſe' - - *Þ E- 


churches,likewiſethe Scriptures of god,likewiſe Biſhops, andother 


orders of clearkes, and likewiſe Bapriſme, 8 the Sacramentof thanks: 
iuing,and(to conclude)Chriſt himſelfe Wherefore, hee that will 


now whichis the true Church 6f Chriſt in this fo great a confuſis of 


thinges being ſolike ; howſhall he knowe it but onelyby the Scrip- 


O 


tures: It was alſoknowne,which wasthetrue church of Chriſt, by 


their maners,whenthe conuerſation of Chriſten men (cither of all or 
An hemy fins, many)washoly,which wasnotamong the heathen, 

ur 135 ts Butnowchriſten menare become like,or worſe thenthe gentiles 
_- orhereticks:yeaandrhere is more continencie found amongſt the, 

then amongeſt Chriftians.Therefore he,that will know whicl is the 

true church of Chriſt, whereby ſhall heknow it, but only by the ſcrip= 

tures? the Lord therfore knowing that ſo greata confuſion of things 

{hould come in the latter ine comedian that chriften men;that 

be willing to know the right faith,ſhould flie tonone other thinges, 


- butonelyto the Scriptures. Forifthey loke ypon a Sq thing but 


only the Scriptures,they ſhall be offendedandperiſh,not perceauing 
whichisthetrue church: and fofall into theabhominable deſolaris, 
whichſtandeth in the holyplaces ofthe church, 
_ Freachermift  Theſamecinthe vn of worke, eath.7.Euery Preacher is a 


take ought from IF | "it Rey" rs Big 
Godes ord, ofhisowne minde,nor withdraw anything after his own vnderſtan- 


ding :butpreachthatthing only,that ishadinthe lawe, as Salowon 
fayththou ſha!taddennoching tothe wordof God, nortake oughte 


neither adJe nor {ruaunt ofthe law, which mayneither add _ thing aboue the law 


«uy * OA oO to YO CO OOGGY oP . 


theres 


ſhall ſce the abhominable deſolation ſtande inthe holy place 7 that 


d! 


__ ſtiansatthattimetoreſort to the Scriptures? forinthistime ſince he= 
refie hath preuailedin the church,there can be rione other proofe of 
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The ſame ofthe holy ghoſ,com,z.1fyouſee any man ſaying that mhey that boa 
Thaue the ho'y Ghoſt, andnor fyeaking che Goſpelbut his own:zthar rhemiſclves of the 
man ſpeaketh ofhimſeife,and the holy ghoſt isnot inhim. And after, *aV ro vv. 
Ifany ofthem therefore, which ſayth he hach the holy ghoſt, & ſpea- wy 136 wy 
keth any thing ofhimſelfe;and nor forth ofthe Goſpell, ſay: followe Ghoſt, + 
my councell, belecue him nor. 


 Theſameinthe7.of.Aath hom,19, Vppon this texte : by their 
fruites ye ſhall know them. The truites ofman is the confetfton of his 
fiyth,and the workes of his conuerfation. It thou,thereforc,thalt ſee a _ 
chriſtea man,forthwith confider,ifhis confett16 agree with the ſcrip- _ 
tures,he is a true Chriſtian : but ifnor, he is'as Chriſt ſayd) falſe . For 
ſo Fobngwxhen he wrote his Epiltle of the heretickes, ſayd not :if any 
come vnto you,not hauing the name of Chriſte, bidde him not God 

ſpcede : but if any bring not this doctrine, WE 
_ Theſameinthe ſame place,the 2 2.chapt.and q2.Homilie. Let vs Heretickes onghe 
firſtalleagethe amhoritie ofthe {criptures tothe falſe forgers, after- wee ne Gras 

| EDS, \ ced by the Scripa 
ward ict vsſhew them reaſons: and rorthem,that al ke for aty maner tures and after by 
ofpurpoſe,firktletys declare vnto themthereaſon,and afterward the 7*29% 
authovitie;that we may pacifi2 them with reaſon, and tabliſhethem 
with authoritie, For we ought to coniutefalle interpreters, & inſtruct 
them thar ſearch. | : / 
The ſ41n2 vponthe laf?. ofthe Romanes,vpon this texte. Theſeech To preach any 
you brethren, Hz ſayth chat diflentions and flaunders, thar is to ſaye ,*Þing befides 
herefies,are brought inofthoſe, which bring any thing beſides the We? pb gaſhes 
doRrinc and learning ofthe Apoltles: But LSE 91 1 dagbe en G 
; red agen | i , ny kereſie, 

© ThefamevponthelatezrFpiſtleto Timothie, rhethird chapter. ai thing iy 
There is nothing that cannot be determined bythe Scriptures, to re- be d erermined by 
prooue,ifir bets be reprooued tat isto {: ay)lyes : to correcte,and to the Scriptures, 
teache inrigntcouſnefie Ifitbe needefull (fayih hee) thatanything 
ſhould Ee correctedor Of tructed, that isto be made cofitinent and 
{ober yntorichtcouſnefle;andito execciitethofe thinoesthatbeeiuſt:: 
all rnat{hall be gjnen bythe Seripture;h attheirnan of Godmay bee 
perfe&t: the amendment(Cayrh he)is prepared by che ſcriptures, thar 
nothing maybe lackingtothatman,tharwalketh after God. - 

- The famevpon Math, 22.04þ, hom.4.. Whatſoeuer is requiſite for The boly Scrip- 
our ſaluation,isalreadie contaynedin the holyſc riptures; * He that jg\"* £296! acth at 
12norant;{ha!l inde there what heimaylearne.He'that is tubborne, Fo nker ne 
anda fin er,may finde there ſcqurees of the/iudgementes to:come, _. R19PED 
the which he may feare;he;rhatistroftbled;may find there theioyes 


\ 


_ - belccue nomore, 


a6 A CONFVTATION Oo |1poe< (_ 
and promiſes ofcuctlaſting life, through the bcho{din g of the which 
he may. be ſtirred to good workes. 


 Theſameyponthe 2.0fthe T hefialo,cep.2. All chin ves be playne 
and cleare in the {criptures,and what thinges ſocuer be needetull, be 
manifeſt there. 5h 
_ Theſameyponthe 2, to T imo.cap.3. If there be any thing neede- 
 fullto be known,or notto be knowne,we ſhall learne itby the holye 
ſcriptures:if we ſhall neede toreprooue afalſhod,weeſhall fetche it 
 fromthence: ifto be correted,to be chaſtened,to be exhorted,or c6- 
forted,to be ſhort, if ought lack that oughtto be taughtorlearned,we 
A vrexcherman (ball alſo learne itout ofthe ſcriptures, ae, 
A preacher mt LE | 
Fpeake nothing The ſame, Hom.1.T itww.Likeasthebeadle crieth openly to all 
bur uut of Gads the that be in the Court,ſo do we preach opcly: but on that conditis, 
 . that we ad nothing, but preach only that thin o.that we hauc hearde, 
For the office ofa criar isto {peake outthoſe things that be commit- 
ted to him,and not to adde,chaunge,ortake away any thing. 
Beleene him not, Je ſamevponthe later Epiſtle to T wmoth,cap.3. Therctore,ney- 
that ſpeakech theroughte they to bee belecuedatall, .excepte they ſpeake thoſe 
vvithourthz thinges which be gecabl tothe ſcriptures. 


ſcripture, 
He, that beleue:h The ſame vpon 


20 chap.offobn Fem.8g.But why did notthe 
the Gofpell =Apoſtles write all things? Cheefly becauſe ofthe multitude of them, | 
vvrictenneederh Mqreouer they did confider,that he, which would not beleeae theſe, 
would not belecue more: but he that belecueth theſe,neede no more 
to.attainefaith, : Y Tf 
Theſameypon Geneſis the 1 2.Homilie, The holy {cripture expoit» 
deth it ſelfe,and ſuffereth not the hearer to.crre. 
Not mans vviſe- Theſaine in the ſame booke,Hem.21, Neither hath the ſcripture 
yon 5p ,. of Godanyneede of mans wifedome thatit may be ynderſtand, but 
ws A WH of the rcuelacion ofthe holy Ghoſt: that,the true meaning being ſuc- 
che ſcriprre. kedthereout,great aduauntage may.grow to ys thereby. 
Nothing is ef Hieronymw inthe Prologue of the Bible to Pauline, After he had 
like aurhoritie recited the bookes of the new teſtament and the olde,he (: anal prey 
dep wolf  theedeare brother,among theſe liue,muſe yp6 theſe, know nothing 
_ elſe, ſeeke fornone othertaing, _ F | 
Againey ponthe-bookes ofthe olde and newe teſtament : Theſe 
writings be bo theſe bokes be ſoundboth in nitber and authoritie, 
there is noneother to bee compared tothefe, whatſoeuer is befides 
| theſe, may in no wiſe be receiued among theſe holy thinges. 
Qsds vvord nt=  , 1 ine yponthe firſt chapt,ofeFegge.All other things which they 
teeth ofal) traditi- 5 VP did £ : Pt. i. . » 
#ns Apoſtolik as ſecke out,andinuFt attheit own plealure without the auftoritie and. 


CE ll... hs — 2 _ — 


they call them, © (1 tcltimoine 


the wordes of our ſauiour, faying:be ye tried bankers, and if any nio- 


Vi 2 
J Mm 
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reſtimonie ofthe ſcriptures/as though they were the traditions ofthe v\kict be be 
_ Apoſttes)the ſwaxd of Godcutteth oft. 5 fide the ſame 
* vvore, vye. 


gaine in his lictle Commentaries to the Galat2iavs, vppon this RA Ce. 

lace : condeſcend to tg man, this perſwaſion is not of God, whiche toyy any mans 
Path called you:thus he > WAG it:ye ought neither to conſentto doctrine vvirk. 
them,norto me,without the word of God. KDE, bo one _ 

Aonine vpon Marh,cap.1 2 .vpon this place: eyery learned {cribe. — led a 

Whatlocuerthe Apoſtles preached, they confirmed itby the Ora- their doctrine | 
cles of thelaw and Proph + Ra. *% are j. yp hes de 
The ſame to Aſinerins & Alevander, Notaccording to Pithegoras _ ans worried 
dilciples,the opini6, geuen ſentence vpo aforchand by the doctours, as 94h 

but Ki reaſon ofthe doQtine isto be wayed: but ifany man,that is of vvithour Scrip- 
a contrary ſe&t,do murmure why Iread their expoſitios,, vnto whoſe mbfoiler cw ug 
dodtrines I do not coſent ; let him know,thatT willingly heare this of ?, 4 ane; 


the Apollle : prooue all things, but cleaue tothat which is good, and tovy pithagoras, 
Tre. Tather then 


Ehriſt 
no 
Vs ». 
. »,. 


neybe counterfeited,and haue not the Emperours ſtamp, nor be cur- 
rant money,rcfule it,butthat,that ſheweth the face of Chriſte in the 


- cleare light, beſtow itin the purſe of your hart. MV 


The fame vpon Aat.cap.23.That which hath no-auctoritie of tlie 


ſeriptures,may as eaſily be reiected,as prooued. 


The ſame inthe 98,Pſal.All that cuerwe ſpeake, wee oughte to 
prooue it by the ſcriptures. | | a” 

The {ame inthe 86,Pſalme. Fhe Lord ſhalltpeake in the Scrip- 
tures of the people, &c.and how ſhall he ſpeake, not with words, but 
with ſcriptures ofthoſe Princes that were in it,thatis, of the Apoſtles 
and Euangeliſts. And mark what he ſaith : ofthoſe Princes that were 
in it, andnot which are, So that(the Apoſtles except)whatſocuer ſhal 
be ſpoken afterwarde,letitbe cut of, and haue none auctoritie, Beea 
mantherefore neucrſo holy,be he nenerſo well learned, after the A- 


poſtles he hath none auCtoritic : forthe Lorde ſpeaketh in the ſcrip- 


tures of thoſe princes,that were in it. 


 eAmbroſass of virgineshb.z .cap.1.Weiuſtly do condemn all new To trackthat as- 

thinges, which Chritt hath not taught: for Chriſte is the waye tothe n*cdefiliro fal- 

fairhfull.Ifrherefore we our {clues preach any thing,that Chriſt hath (4.04, PAD, 

not taught, judge that abhominable, EEG targhr,is dam- | 
The ſame inthe Palme 118.,The word of God is the lincly meat able. 


_ ef ourſoules, with the which it is nouriſhed,fead and gonerned: ney- The foute liverh,, | 


; | 0's 1: ".. onely by the 
theristhere anything elſe,that maketh a reaſonable ſoule toliue,bur 902028, 


the V Ord of God. 


7" 2A CONFVTATION OF 
Nothing is to be The ſamein his booke of Paradiſe,Chap. 12. By that which Faaad- 
addedro.the; dedtothe word of God,yeathough itbe fora good purpoſe, For if 


:yord of Gol, al- Se SPELL - : | | | | 
though it be fo: a Ou Put too,or take away any thing,itappearethtobe atranſgrefſi= 


good purpoſe, , ON of the conunaundeinent « for there oughte nothin 2440 be added, 
although itſceme good... _ | 111 Feghelf : 

" Asivel, vhs The fameinthe Epiſtle ro the Galathians,Chap.1.Neyther(faith 

preacherh beſice the Apoltle)if they preache contrary: but if they preache any thing 

the Golpell 25 3- beſides that that we haue preached,thar is,ifthey adde any thing to 


gain't ir,Þs ac- 
cuile : y * . 5 

| too anything beſide that which was preachedatore, hs 
Euen rheApoſtles The ſame, the ſame place, He doth aftirme the Goſpell, whiche 
preching beſides he had preached vnto them,to be ſo firme and'truc : that althouy ehit 


C: a 4 | X 
the gopell are ould chaunce themſelues'tharis toſay,the Apoſtiles) being chaun- 
net to be belee- : | b - f © 


wel, — ged,opreach any other thing,he teacheth thatthey ought not to be 
Chriſt nadeal =& Fuguſ7ine of the conſent of the Euangeliftes. Hee that ſente the 


robe vniie®  Prophicts before his incarnation, the ſame lent alſo his Apollles after | 
thar he vvor.1d 


vieshould read, Bisaſcenſion, yea and by thatmanhood which he tooke vpon him, 
RE LL he is the head of all his difciples,whiche are membersof his bodye : 


therefore forasmuch as they wrotthoſe things which heſhewed and 


-- . 


taughtthem,it oughtnotto be ſaydthat he wrot them not, ſein g that 


OY his mcbers wrot that, which they knew by their head teachingthem, 
bound ro beleeve POT Whatſocuer he would haue vs to read, both of his deeds & words, 

thatvvhichthe that commaunded ke them to write,as his handes of his body. Who 
Apollies vvrote: ſg ever doth perceaue this fellowſhip of vnitie & agreement of mE- 


as rhough Chriſt” - a. EC ot OT - I 
Ml vyeren it - DErS,minifiring vader one head in diuerle offices: hee {halnone o- 


vvith his ovvne therwayes take that,that he readeth inthe golpe!l (the diſciples de- 
hand, © claringit)thenifhe had [eene the yery hand of the Lord,whiche hee 

: bare in his owne body,writing it. : 
The Church is The ſame to Vincent,again{t the Donati s,the 6. toin. pa.116, E- 


knorene bythe n;.48;:We therefore for this cauſe are certain and ſure, that no man 


_ GE ught to withdraw himfelfe from the communion of all men, And 
"let none of vs ſeeke the church in our ownri ohtcouſneſle, but in the 
holy ſcripture, | = f 
Alba: concer:  Thefſametothe HMandarensEpig2.Althat ever our Elders made. 


neck truereligion Mention of tobe done towards mankind in times paſh,and delivered 
iscomtamed in toys; allthings alfbwhich we ſee, & deliuer toour polteritie, which 
_ d6eappertaine to gettihg and maintaining oftrue religion,the {crip- 

tute of God did not pafle with-filence. jt 
Againetothe brethren inthe wilderneſſe. Reade the holye Scrip- 
TL45 | | re, 


_ the {cripturs, 


- 


| ttatall,holderhem accurſed.Neither doeTexcept my ſelte, 1f Ipue———| 
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fes they teach the law of God : therefore God teacheth by them, Bur 
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 VMWRITTEN VERITIES. 29 
ture,vhereinye ſhall finde fully whatisto be followed, and whatto RD 
be auoided, ea GE © tant; 

The ſame of nature and grace. tb.1.cap.61. Towe my conſentto 
the canonical! Scriptures only,without any refuſall,  _ 

The fame ypon 7 ener, I1. Notall thirges that the 
Lord Jeſus did,are written,asthe ſame Euangeliſt witneficth : for the 
Lord both did and ſaid many things,that are not written : but things 
were choſen out to be written, which ſeemed ſufficient for the falua- 
tion ofthe belecuers, 58 


ok. Sd 


The fame againſt Faufus bb.23.cap.9.That which FauTtus put- No wan is bound 


teth foorth yponthe byth of .Afary,that ſhe had a certaine Prieſt ro *7 **cene far her 
7 then the holye 


hertarher,ofthetribe of Lewy named foechim: becaule it isnot CaNo- .,i,ures reache 


nicall it doth not binde me. 
The ſame of Baptiſme againſt the DonatiFes hb.2. cap.6. Lette vs Thebatance to 
not bring deceatfuil balances, wherein we may weigh what we will ie the tran is 
| the holy ſc: ipture 


after our owne pleaſure,ſaying this is heauie, this is light : but let vs 


bring the diuine balances of the holy Scriptures,as of the treaſutes of 


the Lord,& initlet vs weigh what is heavy,yea let vs not weigh, but 
rathcracknowledge the thinges,thatare weighed ofthe Lord. 


Againe vpon fobnthe 46.treatiſe.Sitting yponthe chaire of Ifo- They that fir on 
Moſes chaire and 


teach their ovyre 


\ 


ifthey will teach their own,heare them not, doe notafterthem: for qociine, are nor | 


truely fuch men [carch their owne,but not thoſe things, which are of tobe belecued, 
Iefus Chriſt. 


Againc Ztþ.3.of the chriſten dodrine,cap.ulr, Howe muche lefle All enitt is con- 


he aboundance ol golde,filuer and clothing , whiche that people Jemned by the 


{criptare, and all 


brought with them foorth of Ezepr, is in compariſon of the riches 
) good th:nges ate 


which afterward they had acHeruſalem, whiche aboue all other was there found, 


ſnewedin King Salomon :{oletailknowledge (whiche is in deede 
profitably gattiered out ofthe bookes of the Gentils)be fuch,if it bee 


= 


coinparedtothe knowledge of gods fcripmures, For whatfoeuer man 


 Tearneth withour themgifir ve euill, there it is condemned: if it bee 


proficable,there it is found, And ſeing then euery man ſhall finde all 
thinges there,which he hath profitably learned other where : muche 
more aboundantly ſhall he inde thoſe thinges there, whiche caizno 
where atallel{c de learned, but onely in the maruailous deepenefic, 
and wonderfull hunulitie of thoſe ſcriptures, 

The ſame in his bocke of nature and grace,the 16.chapt. We may vve may tavyfut- 


_ Aawetully ſometime diflent from other learning,but tothe Catholick !y diflenfromal 


O doctrine,exc:pre 


learning cuery man muſt give place,cuery mat multi ubſcribe, whe- ,.c = 


ther only, 


ge — L_—  _—_— 
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— A CONEVTATION OP 
therhe belay man,Prieft,King,orEmperour, =, 
Thef:meinhis 2.booke ofthe Chriſtian doQrine.cap.9, After that 


he hath numored the caronicall bookes,he{aythrhus. In all theſe 


boxes they that feare God & are tamed through godlines do ſearche 


the will of God. The fiiſte note of which labour and trauaile (28 wee 
ſayde)is toxnow theſe bookes,and ifas yet wee cannot vndaſtande 
them, yet let vs by reading oct them in memorie,ornot to be altogi= 
All rhinges tha therignorant in them. Fu rthermore thoſe thin ges whick be plainely 
raymeipetey contained therein, whether they be preceptes of liuing,or clic of be-. 
| godd:inznrsre lecuing,are earnelUy and diligently to be ſearched:which, how ma- 
coneine4i2the nyche more cuery man findeth,ſo much the more is he apt in his yt= 
S<. pr ure, deritanding. In theſe therefore, which are cuidently containedin the 
{cripture,ar2 found al things, which containe fayth,maners ofiuing, 
hope and loue, RE! L 
' Nox rebar vue Tie fame ofthe ynitie of the Church;cap.3.Let vsnot heare, I ſay : 


fay,bur vvhar . thou ſayſt,butletysheare: thus fayth the Lorde . There are, out of 


the lordchat.  dgybtthe Lordes bookes,to the auctoritie whereof we both cenfet, 
mu be heard, | | ; 
DE THF CSI 4s both belceue, we both ſerue, Letysſearchethe church there, ler 
7 . | 
EE - . vs dilcufle our cauſethere. : 
Scriptures, Againe in his ſecond booke of Bapriſine, againſt the Donatiſtes, 
cap.3.Who is hee, thatknowcth nor, thatthe ſcripture canonical! :s 
{o contayned within his certayne boundes ofthe newe andolde Te= 
ſtamente , and isſo to bee preferred aboue all other writings of Bi- 
vu be ſhops, that a man may not atall either doubte or diſpute of it, whe- 
of ll mens doc. EAcr any thing be true orri ght,that acis ſureis written in it; but the 
rrine but notof letters ofall other Biſhops,whichare; or ſhalbe hereafter written be 
holy Scriptves. des the Canonicall ſcriptures, alreadie confirmed , may bee re- 
It gods {criprurs progued, citherby more graue auRhoritie of other Biſhoppes or 
cainort diſcufle a | WF 4s . = 
learned men, and by the wordes of every man,thatis better ſeene in 


matter 11 doubt 
ter man neuer 20 the matter, Das - | x = 
adoarro diſcule  Aoaininhis ſecond boke of the merites and forgiueneſle of finnes 
wo cap.vit.tom.7.Where diſputation is had of a doubtfull matter, if the 
certayne and cleare doctrine ofthe Scriptures of God donot help it : 
mans reaſon ought to ſtay itſelf, nothing leaning toeitlier part. For 
though I know not how to exprefle cuery one of theſe thinges : yet 


belecue ſurely,thatthe ſcriptures of God ſhould be mott plain here- 


in,ifa man might not be ignoraunt hereof withoute the Iofle of that - 


ſaluation that is promiſed him. © ; 
VVoofeedeh Ao1intin his booke of paſtors, He appointed the hilles of Iſraell 
mp ara the authoures.of the ſcriptures of God , . feede there that you maye 
(«fely, Ochov 


— 


teede 
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VNWRITTEN VERITIES, Ih» 
feede ſafely . Whatſoeuer you heare out of that let it ſauoure well the efore vyith 
 toyou, i is bce{ides that, refuſe it, leaſt you wander in- _ +" byobghy 
to cloudes, . ps a I enT 

Geryoutothe hille ofthe Scriptures,there be the pleaſures of your 
hartes,there is no noyſom, hurttull or venemous thinges, no inconuc- 
nient thinges,there be moſt plentifull paſtures. 
Againc of Chriſtian doctrine b.2.cap.g.1n theſe thingesthat bee In the Scripeure 
_ plainly ſerfourth inthe Scriptures,are found all thin oes,that containe 2 a ng - 
faith and maners of lyuing , thatis to wit, hope and charetye . Then Lrood) fe, 
after a certaine familiaritie had with the ſpeeche of the Scripture of yyhich ryvofife 
God,we muſt goe to expound, and difcus thoſe things that be darke, file torfaluarion, | 
thatto hs hot to dark ſpeaches)examples may be taken out ofthe | 
more plain places,and ſome teſtimonies of places,being certain,may 
take away the doubt of the vncertain ſentences, 

Againe of the Chriſtian doGtrine the.3 REACTIR places are 
to be expounded by plainer places. That is the ſured way, toexpound 
one Scripture by another. = Vos 

Againe to Vincent the Donatift EpiiFole. 48. This kind of learning 
(ſpeaking of the olde writers doinges isnotto be read with neceſſnic 
of belecte, but with libertie of iudgement, Andafter, There(thatis) 
in the holy Scriptures, it isnot lawfullto £: ay,the authour ofthis booke 
perceaucd not the truth : buteytherthat the booke isfalſe, orthe in- xc,ny mans (ay; 
terpreter hath erred, orthou vnderſtandeſtitnot. But in the workes of ing cr vvriting 
al them that come after,(which be conteined in innumerable bookes, 277% be proo- 
yetinno wiſe tobe comparedto the moſt holy excellencie ofthe Ca- dare] au 
nonicall Scriptures)although in ſom ofthem be found the ſame truth, goo reafor, ga- 


lie, 


yctthe authoritie is farvnlike. thervd ofthe 
: FI . 5, wy. | . ame a man may 
Therefore, if it fortune any thing in themto bee thought to diſſent 5 


from the truth , becauſe they are not ſo vnderſtand as they be ſpoken : ir,as himliketh, 
yet theregder orhearer, hath his free iudgement, ſothat fa 4 hee 
may alow that,that plcaſerh him, or reic&rhat which offenderh him. 
Andtherefore all ſuch like (except they maye bee defended either by 
good reaſon or by the Canonicall aucthoritic, that it may be prooued 
that they arc ſo indeede, or may bee ſo, becauſe cither it is there diſ- 
puted,or declared) if it diſpleaſe any man,or ifhe will not beleue it,he 
isnotto be blamed therefore. = { 

The famein the fame place Epiſtola .48. Gather not (my bro- 
ther) agaynſt ſomanye, ſocleare, and ſovndoubted witneſſes of 
the Scriptures, ſentences miſunderſtanded, oute of the writinges'of 
Biſhopes, citherofours, of Hillatic, or Ciprian Biſhop and martir 
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The He verite 5 ofthe Dirirthe for wemult puta d; uerfity berwixe this kinde of wits. 


ting and cheCanon! call Scripexres. Forthete are norſoto be red, as 


oh 113 ight | 
Ic taht [C= 


nie then, if, cazy raink other priſe, ifeacy fortune LO Juage otherwile the 
GE aton ine quireth. 
9  Theſameto /erom?. Thane learned to giue 
 honourtothofe onely writers, which be nov 
I dare be H9!d to A thatnoue ofthem any thing atalin 
writing: B utifIfad any! thing in thoſe Scriptures, 5 I ſeemerh CON 
trary <thetruch:Idoubr n20t, but tharcither the booke isf Je Or TUE 
interpret terdid notatiain tae cingeha was ſpoken, orciſe Iynder- 
{tznd j ICNOt, _ > i 
Cs But a! other authors,/bc they y neuer{o excellent both in yertue and 
th nk al, char che learning) I doe fo ds them, notthat Ithink ittruc that] they. writ, 


15 reverence and 
SD nonicall,chat 
Tn 


_ oldfathie $did decauſerheyta ught Ho: bis-becanſ they cou! (dperlwade me cirher 


Yv;i:egto be crue, ' byot ner © Canon call Sc Scriptures,or by ſome 2 ner reaſons, athing 


notaltogetner abhonin 18 from the truth, 


All mens vvri- Thefan ne agaialt Ha ororrs a Grrmarian Lib,2, Capt, 32,Tam 

ti:325 ought ro be d. 

viaighed by the: MR bound to his mn Be For Idoe not accoumpt Cyprians writings 
| Canonicall as Canonica!, but weigh them by the C anonical Scriptures: andthar 

[cripcures, inthein, which agrecth with the Cano aicallScripwres, Latow to his 
Staiſe, but that, that agreeth not, by his fauour Trefife, 

He confeſleth/ — The {ame to// incent V effor , I cannot,nor 0!: garnot to denie,tnat 


many 0-47 n lyke asin mine elders,ſo alſo in my lo many bookes,be mat iy things: 
mob” 1h ng thatby 3 walk iudgement, (witaout raſhenefſe )mayec be reproued. 
$7 The ſame in the Prologue of his booke oftheT rinity.Benot bod 
Hitter exoope to my writinges,a 5tO the CanonicaliScriptures: Burif thou find ar iy | 
thou be ſuer of thing inthem, w hich thou diddeſt not belec ue, [lrayghtway belceeue 
them by tie jt: in ithcſe har thou art not {ure of, except thou certainly ynderfiand 
ns A it, belecae it not certainly. 
VV: ouzhen>tto | Theſameto Fortwrnare E op iola,n 99. Neitherought wee to alowe 
eſtcme mans vii rhe reaſoninges « of any men, wharfoeuerthey be, (alchoughthey bee | 
tinges futae”, . Oxcholike and law abies men )Jasthe Canonical! Scriptures, ſo thatit 
vichch. Scrip. ſhalnotbe lawful for vs ſauing tlie reverence thatis duetothoſe me). 
rnres: bur may re- tO FEPrOOUR, and refuſe any thing; intheir writinges, if it chaunce that * - 
. 451puen pon they haue iudged otherwiſe then truths: the ſame truth , by Gods 
EDI helpe, becing vnderftandeitnerot other men,orof vs. ForIam eucn. 
ſuche a one in other metis writinges, .asI would men {hould beein 
myae, 
- Theſamcinthe ſame place.Lery vs ſeeke no furcher, thenis \writtert 
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foorthanything beſide the dodtrine and learning of the Apoſtles, 
 Damaſcenusbib,1.cep.1.Althat cuer was deliuered bythe law,the 
Prophets;the Apoſtles & the Euangeliſts, wereceiue, acknowledge, 

and giue reverence vnto them,tearching nothing beſides them. = 
Brunointheſecondto Timothie.Doubtlefle the holye Scriptures 
are able to inftructrhee to ſaluation, For euery ai fre being inſpi- 
redfrom Gad,rhart is toſay , ſpiritually vnderſtande afterthe will of 
The ſcriptures on God,is profitable to teache them that be ignoraunt,to reprooue(thar 
is)to convince them that ſpeake againftthefayth, to correRfinners, 
ſuch as denie not themſelues to be ſinners: toinftructthoſe that bee 
yetrude and ſimple, to inftruct(Tſay)in ri PRIN , that they 
may be made righteous by putting away their former inſtructions of 
infidelitie(Iſay) that he may be ſo taughte, that, asmuche asinthe 

ecacherlieth, he thatistaughte, may be the perfite man of God: { 
| perfite,that he may be inſtructto doe euery good worke, jb 
_  Sedeinthe x, Epiſt.of Perer,cap.5.Ifany man ſpeake, lethim ſpeak 
asthe wordes of God,fearing leaſt he ſaye or commaunde any thin g 
beſides the wil of God,or befidesthat,which is manifeſtly commait- 
Yano man foeat, fdinthe holy ſcriptures,and be found as a falſe witneſle of God, or 
"k fa ſpeaks ” a commitrer of facrilege,ora bringer in ofany ſtraunge thing fro the 
according to the Lordes doQtine, or cl{e leaue.out orpaſle ouet any thing that plea- 
vvordot God: ſeth God, ſeeing that Chriſt moſtplainely commaundeth the prea- 


For matters of 
faluation, 


_ except he vvill 


be calledby CÞers ofthe truth, concerning them whome they had taught,ſaying : 
theſe names here teache them to keepe all thinges, that have commaundedyou.Yea 
expreſled, cuen the ſame, which he had commaunded and none other, and hee 
LEY commaunded his preachers to commaild their hearersto keepe, not- 
ſome oftheſe,butall _ hand Sane 
eAnſelmus Biſhop in his booke of Virginitie, cap.24. Godslawe 
forbiddeth to follow the ſteppes ofthe Catholick or yniuerfall fayth 
| any more,then the judgement of the Canonicall truth commaiideth 
VVe may not be- 


leeue the general! £2 DEleeue. Andall other Apoctiphall lies, the good policies of the 
fayth, cxcept the beſt learned fathers haue ſtabliſhed in their decrees,vtterly toreiete 
ſame agree vvith and to baniſh them cleane,as horrible thondringes of wordes, 
OA T_n  Lyrant vpon the laſt chapterofthe Prouerbes. Like as ina Mar- 
-chauntesſhippe are caried diverſe thingesneceflarie for mans life:{o 
inthe Scripture are containedall thinges needefull to faluation. 
T homas of Aquine. The holye Scripture is the rule ofourfayth, 
- whereynto itis neitherJawfull to adde,nortake any thing away. Bur 
the truth of our fayth is contaynedinthe holy ſcriptures = = 
c 
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diverſe wayes,in ſome places darkely,and to trie outthe truth of our The troch of aur 


35 


Fayrh by the ſcriptures, is required long ſtudic and excerciſe ; to the faith is comray- 
whic 


whichallthey cannot come, that need to know the truth of the faith, 
the more part whereofbeing occupied with other buſinefle, cannot 


attende to ſtudie, And therefore it was needefull out of the ſentences 


_ ofholyſcripture to gather ſomething into aſhortſum, which ſhould 
be ſerfoorth forall mento beleeue,whiche is not addedto the ſcrip- 
tures, but rather taken out ofthe ſcriptures. we Oe 
Scotus inthe Prologue oflſentences queſt, 2.Queſtion . Whether 
knowledge aboue nature,ſufficient for a man in this life, be ſuſſicictly 


ſet foorth inthe holy ſcripture , The Queſtion is not whether any 


things be true that are not written,or whether God, fince the creatt- 


ned in the yyard 


vvrittens 


on and redemption ofthe world, hath done or ſayd anything, that is 


- not written,andreceaued ofthe Churche for the holye ſcripture : but 
this is the queſtion, whether the worde of God written be ſufficient 
for our ſaluation ; or whether a Chriſten man be bound to beleecue a- 


ny thing,that cannot be proued by the holy Scripture, And this grail= 


ted,that all thinges that may be gathered out of the Scripture, and c- 

uery thing that ypon any truth graunted may be prooued by a good 

argument of the {cripture,doth pertaine to the holye ſcripture : this 

graunted Iſay,he concludeth that all thinges, neceſfaric for our ſal» 

pation,are fully conteined in the haly ſcripture. 
CThe ſchoole authors call the ſtay of our fayth, the truth ſhews 

5 __ edofGod, andcontaynedinthe Canon - 


of the Bible, | 
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Thatthegeneral. Covncels without the 
+. Wordeof Godgare not ſufficient tomake Articles of 


arfoftbe. 
C AP. ITT, 
They vvere ga- Uſebins in his ecclefiaſticall hiſtorie, kb. r, 
Soo a he Cap.8.The headrulers ofthe Churche, for= 
irite Or PTL GE 


and enuv, and 


Juni o Gods commaundements were in- 
not in the {p:ritc 


FRO. | one agaynſte another with con- 


ofmeekeneſle WA tention, zeale, enuye, ryde, malice, and 
RAD &> || hatred, ſothat they thoughte rather that 
| 1; V1] they occupiedtheroome of Tirantesthen 
Wy  ofPrieſtes. Andalſo, forgetting Chriſtian 
Egq—=——>] humilitcand finceririe,they did celebrate 

the holy myſteries with ynholy handes. Fs 
Note theſe Gregorie. N[ az5anzen to Pracopins. VndoubredlyTrhinke thus, if I 


vvordes diligent muſt needes write the truth, that al aſſemblies of Biſhops are to be eſ- 

gs chued.For I neuer ſaw good ende ofanyſynode, that did not rather 

| bring in euils, then put them away : for the luſtes of ſtrife and defire, 
and of Lordſhip raigne there, Sf ea 

Counſails are AnguFtine in his ſeconde booke and thirde chapter againſte the 

nor of ſuch au- JJonatifts. The Councels, whiche are kepte through euery region or 

thoririe,char prouince,withour all iorage 645, to giue place to the generall 


vyhatſoener - 
they decree, muſt COuncels, which are made of all Chriſtendome : yea and the former 


be holdenfor generall Counſels, oughte ofte times to bee reformed byrhe latter 


ork, councelles , if anye thing in them doe chaunce toerre from the 
truth, | ES? 

Auguſtine againſt eAeximinum the Biſhop of the Arrianes. lib. 3 

Thefcripure C2-4- But now neitheroughtTto aleagethe counſel of Vice,northou 

muſt crieall, the counſel of eFrimine, totake aduauntage thereby : for neither am 


I bound nor held by the authoritie ofthis,nor thou of that, Let matter 


with matter, cauſe with cauſe,orreaſon withreaſon, tryethe matter 


by the aucthoritie of Scriptures,not proper witneflesto any of vs, bur 
indifferent witneſſes for ys both. | 
Gerſon , Wee ought rather beleeue the ſaying of any teacher, 
armed withthe CanonycallScriptue, thenthe Popes determinati=. 
ON, 


Mark this, 


[ 


The 
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The ſame.More credite isto be gue roa man, that is ſingularlye Reade yePapiſis, 
learnedin the Scripture,bringing foorth catholick authoritie, then to and benolonger 
ag ore pert " EO vo | : ignorant, 
Fanormitan in cap.ſionificefts, Aſumplelayman , bringing foort a 
the ſcriptures,is to be cel rather 7 ca * whole Countell, For a ow Ig 
counſell may crre,as it hath afore times erred , as did the counſell of oft times, 
Melchildenſe and Aquiſgranum,ofcontraQting of Matrimonie . The | 
Councell of {9nſfance among other Articles of lohn Hus and Hie« 
rome of Prage,vniuſtly condemned, condemned allo this Article for 
herefie : that the two natures(that is)the diuine and humanitie be one 
_ Chriſt, whichisaneceflarie article of our faith, expreſſed in the Creed 
of Athanaſins called © us cunque vult, where it is reade : Therighte IE 
Fayth is,that we belecue and confeſſe,that our Lord Teſus Chriſte the Reade the Pſalm, 
ſonne of God is God and man, and a little after : Like as the reaſona- 
ble ſoule andthe fleſh is one man,ſo God and man is one Chriſt : the 
I ſame isalſo decreede by the counſell of ice and diuers othercatho- 
like counſels,and itis the doctrine ofthe Church atthis time. Finallye 
it may be prooued by the expreſle word of God, and yertheſe malici- 
ous Cleargie were not aſhamed to condemn theſame for an hereſie, 
| eNore here gentle Reader,vnto what ſhameleſle and deteſtable he- 
refies their popiſh,yea Antichriſtian generall counſels haue fallen, of 
the which 2 boaſt ſo much,that they cannoterre, and whereypon 
chiefly they build all theirerrours and herefies . Moreouerthe 
moſte part ofthe good lawes and Canons be in maner 
altogither abrogae and no where kept: 
part whercof Tſhall ex- 
_—T 
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 bingofthe ordinariespriuily : and all ſhame ſct afide,they hauethcir 


 vnderthe Popes kingdome , was cuer puniſhed for aduoutrie by his 


A CONFVTATION OF 


4,9 (anons of the eApoitles and 
+ _.,Counſelsnotkept nor 
37 age. wſed. 


Etnota Biſhop, Pricft orDeacon, by any meanes 
put awaye his owne wyfe ynderpretence ofteligi- 
on : but ifhe doe, lethim bee excommunicated: 
and if he ſo continue let him be depoſed, | 
_ Canon.4.  LetnoBiſhoppePrieſtor Deacon 
bee receauedintoan other Biſhops Dioceſe, with- 


outa teltimoniall ofhis good behauiqur: and when they haue deli- 


_ uered their writings, letthem be diligently examined if they be god- 


ly Preachers. EE 
_ Clfthele 2 lawes were throughly executed by indifferent Tud ges 


| being noPriefts,the realm of Eng/axd ſhould notſwarm ſofull of rii- 


agates,adulterous,8& ſodomicall Pricſtes. Forin Wale for their cradle 
crownes payd to the Ordinarie,they kept their concubinesor harlots 
opal & in Egland many great beneficed men keepetheir barlots 

and maunger without any puniſhment, , excepte it be eb 


— 


ownknowne baſtardes wayting yppon themin fighte of the whole 


 world.Butthe poore purgatoric Pricſts whe they be taken in opead- 


ulterie,flee from eaſtto welt, from narth to ſouth, fro Dioceſe to Dio- 
cele,& there be receaued without any letters teſtimonial at al:where 
they be taken for honeſt & chaltPricſts.But ifthe richPriclts were de 


| priuedofaltheir promotiss,ſo oft as they be knownto be fornicators 


(asthey oughtto be)& the pore Prieſts not receaued into any ftrange 
dioceſe,without teſtimonie ofhis honeſt demeanour, from his for- 


mer ordinarie : you ſhould ſcarcely finde Prieſtes: for cuery third be 


| benefice of England,& the Prieſts theſelues would be the firſt earneſt 
El uters that they might haue 1; Jaw wiues of their owne : but as 
Tong astheybe their own ludges(according tothe old prouerbe, one 
$kabbed horſe gnappeth another)whatfor tauor & friendſhip what_ 


for money & forſlaiidering oftheirorder:they winke one atanothers 
faults,8 help to cloke the ſame inſomuch,that within my memorie, 
which is aboue 30yearcs,& alſo by cnformation ofother,thatbe 20. 
yeres clder thE1,I could neuer perceauc or learn,thatany one Prieſt, 


——  — HT 


ordi- 
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 ordinarie. Andyetnotlong ago,aPetycanon ofa Cathedrall Church © vhara coure 
in Englend was accuſed of buggerie , by three boyes of the gramer dy an 
ſchole, to the vicedeane or ſubdeane ofthe ſame Church; a man not Ricmbich wg 
vnlike toa monke called /odocrs t of whome Eraſazus maketh men< man,and in cauſs 
tion, thathe were worthy to walke openly with a bell and a cockes * Ry con 

' combe, ifhe were notſerforth ynderthe holy haber of a monke , But vrieft,be hls 
when he perceaued, thatthc farde Prieſt could not purge” himſelfe of crime never fo 0- 
the foreſaide crime, he prively payed himhis quarters wages before penly knovvne, 
hand, and ſuffered himro depart withoute farther tryall of the ſayde 
crime: andnow he iettethin london, with fide gowne andfarcenet \/\ 
tippet, as gooda virgin priefte asthe beſte, If Iſhould but breefely 

touch all the Hiſtories, thatI haue knowen of the iacontinencye of 


—— Prieſts, it would grove toa worke thriſe greater, then all my whole 


booke, and it would makfome of the proudeſt ofthemrto bluſhe, if 
they be not paſt all ſhame: butI willnot blotmy good paper with 
ſo cuill matter: although they bee not aſhamed openly to blotte and 
ſtaintheir ownnames with crymes, worthy ofuch reproch and ig- 
Nnominy, | M hs | 
Letnot any Biſhop, Prieſt &r Deacon, inany wiſe take ypon him c,., ,; 

any ſecular bufinefſe : butifhe doe,lethim be excommunicated. 

«CButnow ſuch ſhamelefle contemners they be of their own lawes, 
which they ſo greatly extoll and bind all other to keepe :thatthey be 
hunters, faukoners,ſtewardes,furueyars andreceiucrs toal greatmen, 
yeaandtothe Biſhopesthemſelues. |. : 

It any Prieſt or Deacon,or any other ofthe number of Prieſthood, Cano,ge 

do notreceaue atthe communion lethim ſhew his cauſe : ifit be rea- 
ſonable, lerhimbcepardoned: ifnot, lethim be deprived fromthe 
Communion. EY 280920 

 Itismeete to put of from the communion al Chriſten men (\vhich Cano.10. 
-enterintothe Church, and heare the Scriptures, but continuenotin = 

payed maſſe be done:norreceaue there the holy communion:) 
as diſturbers,ofthe quietnefle ofthe Church, - 

EBy theſe two Canons be ſubuerred,, andvtrerly ouerthrowne, all 
priuate maſles,where the Prieſt onely receiueth. : * RD 
, Lettheolde cuſtom continnue ſtill in Epipe 3 Libia and Pentapoly, oy —_— 
_ thatthe Byſhop of eAlexendrye haue power ouer all theſe: for as 
much asthe Biſhop of Rowe hath a lyke cuſtome.At eAntioche allo, 
and other prouinces : lettheir honour bee reſerued to cuery Church , 
| Becauſerhere be ſome thatkneele at theirprayers on the Soniday and The counſel of 
in whitſon weeke ; be ittherefore ordeined byrhis holy counſell;ch _ CE 


_ —@OCO___ R9R- 


A' CONPFVTATION 'OF-/ 


all men ſtande attheirprayers, for ſomuche asitisa cofluenient cu- 


ſtome,fitto be kept inall Churches, _ 


CButnow Antichriſt ofRome,contrarietothis decree, hath extol- 


led himſelfe aboue hisfellow Biſhops, as Gods Vicar, yea rather as 


God himfſclfe: and taketh vpou him aurhoritie ouer Kin ges and Em- 


The Counſell of 
Nice. 6. 


The Counſell of _ 
Gan, grenſes 


— Thidem,7. 


The Counſell of 
Neocelario, 


The Counſell of 
 Laodicia, 


Ibidem, 


- petours,andfitteth inthe tetmple of Gad,that is, inthe conſciences of 
. , men,andcauſeth his decrees to be more regarded then Gods lawes, 


yea andfor money he diſpenſeth with Godslawes and all other, gi- 
uing men licence to breake them, _ | 


Ifany Prieſt be foundeating ina common Alchouſe,lethimbe ex- 
communicated. aint; 


Pe 


If any man iudge that a maried Prieſt ought not to offer,as it were 


for his mariage ſake : and for that cauſe doe abſtaine from his obla- 


tion,let him be excommunicated. 
CBucnow maried Prieſtes be excommunicated, and except they 


will forſake their lawfull wiues,they ſhall be burned therefore. _ 


For as much as there are ſome, which pray ſtanding , both on the 
Sonday and in Whitſon weeke : it is therefore ordayned by this holy 
counſel,that becauſe itis a couenient cuſtome,8 agreeable throvgh- 
out all churches,that me ſhould make their prayers to God [tanding. 
CThislaw isno where kept. racer? 


Let no Prieſt be made bakies 20 yeares, yea though he bee of an 


honelt life, but let him tarry tothe time appointed : for the Lord was 
baptized at 20 yearesandthen prRgyes 


How this law is kept,the whole world may iudge, forthe Cardi- 
nall of Loreine was made aboutthe i 2 yeare ofhis age . And Pope 
Clement made twoofhis Nephews Cardinals, being very boyes. And 


of late inthe Popes Kingdome children haue bene made Archedea- 


cons,and Deanes of Cathedrall Churches. 


No man may be receauedto baptiſme in Lent, after two weekes, 


Bread oughtnotto be offered in lene butinthe faturday and Son- 

day. ona dep Ke 2 ; 
© He ſpeaketh ofthe bread ofthe holye Communion, But who 

keepeththele lawes, EEE ry EDI Taro 


pon fo 


7 


ly 
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Lay men oughtnot toſing any made and commonly vſed ſongs tvidem, 


in the Church,nortcade any booke beſide the Canon: but onelythe 


canonical bookes of the new and old teſtament, thoſe bookes which 

ought tobe readand receaued forauthoritie,thoſe bookes, which be 
_ deuidedfrom the bookes called Apocripha,in the great Bible. Vnto 
the whiche Saint Ciprian, Hierome,eAnFen,with all the olde writers 


apree, PTY Ss | 
© ©CButthethird Counſellof (arthage added totheſe the bookes of 


Wiſedome,Ecdlefiafticus,Tobie,Judith, Heſter, andthe Bookes of 


. the Machabees,vnto which later Counſell, the Papiſtes cleaue with 
_ tooth antnayle;& thereypon ſtay their purgatorie, rayingtc faints, 


with diuerſe other errors and herefies: contrary tothe elder and bet- 


| tercounſels. 'Hereby = may moſt cafily perceaue, how ſhameful. 


ly their generall counſels haue erred,as well in the iudgement of the 


Scriptures,asalſoin neceffarie articles of our fayth and good maners, 


Yeaandthe chiefeſt and ouldeſt counſels be(as Anacharſis y hot of 
the lawes made by Solon forthe Athenians like to copwebs, wherein 
{mal flies, gnats,and Miges be taken,and devoured ofthe ſpiders:but 
great Hotnettes and Humblebees flie throvgh-and breake them, 
without any daunger orhurt.And generally there is no lawes regar- 
ded,kept or oaaornnamoamon have : but ſuche as make ( asthey 


' turnethem) pro pane lucrende,thatis,for their dignities, immunities 
or liberties and profites. Wherefore the wordes of our Sauiour Chrift - 


Mate23e 


may berightly verified ofthem : they lay heauic and importable bur- 
thens on other mens ſhoulders, but will not once mooue them 
with their finger.For all theirlawes be but netsto | 
take and kill the poore fiſhes, andto 
filltheir owne paun- Me L222 
m-- 74: 


' L _ 
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| and js not col- comme 


cons tharerV®de of the truth,nor ſecke the head Chriſt,nor keepethe doftrine of our 
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1 hat nothing can be prooned by Ora- 
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]Athan en chaungedi intoa'Serpent, dechanbto our firſt 
parents :.and inthem all all mankinde tieadiongi into 
; dampnation. : -3bers 

A | Regum,3.vit.l will 2s forth andbecndying ſpire i in 
Re mou ofa on ng 0h. 1h the, whole wo ' 


Wk) 2, res von make you Gowns ata wrong gmarke, by the 
Fablaveſls and holineſſe of Aungels, / : » 1 /' / 
-Theſame.cap,q. The | ſpeaketh evidently ; hari inthe latter 


tunesſome ſhall depart fromrhe fayti,anddhal giue heedeynto ſpi ph 
_ rites oferrorand diueltſh doctrine, 
_ . i Jobn,4.Belecuenoteuery ſpirite: but prooue the ſpirires, wherher 
they are. of God ornot. 
___ , ,2/4s.16 Acenrtaine damnſell ,polleiſed witha ſpirite char prophe= 
1-4 Ged;mervs: which brought her maiſterand miſtrefle much vaiitage 
with prophefiing.The ſame followed Paule and ys and cried, ſaying: 
theſe are the ſcryauntes ofthe molt high Gad :wwhich ſhewe vntovs 
the way of faluatis. Andrhis did the many dayes : butPaule,not con- 
tent turned about,and faydtorhe ſpirite: I commaundrhee, in the 
name of TeſuChrifi xthatthou come out other, And he came outthe 
fame houre, ok | 
Ciprian of the ſfimpleneſſe of Prelates. The enemie (after the 
wordes of ofthe Apoſtles)chaunged himſelfinto an Angell of light, 
and ſetteth foorth his ſeruauntes,as miniſters of xi ;ohteoutneſle, afhr- 
The Devil de- thihg night for day,death feghealth, deſperacion? ynder the coulour 
ceauerh man,be- of hope,falſe fayth ynderthe pretence of fayth, Antichriſt vaderthe 
mon name FX: Chriſt : ſo that whiles they counterfeite the like things, they 
vrord vvritren, Make voydthe truth with ſubtilti». This(dearely beloued bretheren) 
Ki to paſle by this meanes,that we reſort not to the originall 


heaucnly 


= a 


 VNWRITTEN VERITIES, 
heauenly maiſter, ! + GH oi lo 
Ciprianw'in his fourth treatiſe ofthe yanitie ofIdols. Filthie ſpi- 
_ xites wandring abroade, being drowned in worldlye vices afterthey 
haueftironkentromheauentye vertuethrough worldlye corruption, 
being themſeluesdefiroyed,ceaſenotto telboje other, and being 
infect with cuill,jafeRt otherwith the ſame. 
-» Theſc inſpire the hartes ofthe Prophets,cuer lapping vp lies with 
the truth;they troublemens lives, diſquiettheir ſleepes,drawing their 
members awrye, haf&ghcir health,prouoke diſeaſes,to force men to 
worſhipping ofthem&rhis is the remedie ofthem when they ceaſe 
ro hurte ; neyther haue they any other ſtudie,butto call men back fr6 


God,andturnethem from the perceauing oftrue religion,totheir ſu- They ture moſts 
£ VRP "pp" | of all vvhen they 
perſtition,andſceing they beinpayne themſelfe,toſeekethoſetobe [qo hu 
companions oftheir payne,--whome they haue madethrough their ring, 
error,partakers of their ſinne. - . « pode 
Laettant iniTitution lib.2.cap.15.Corrupt & damned ſpirites ſtray 
oueralthe wor!d,8& ſecke for eaſe oftheir deftruis,throughthede- ,,, n,,, CET 
{firuction of men. They therefore fill al the world with ſnares, fraudes, both bodye and 
anderrors,thewhich becauſe they be fine ſpirits, and cannot be per- fovle,to cauſe 
<eaued,conuey themſclues into mens bodies, and being ſecretly hid eas ap yrvn 
withinthe body,trouble health, bring ficknesfrayme with dreames, and fo rabe = 
VEX Mens m7 withſweat , thatthorowe theſe harrnes they maye vvorshipped as 
force men torunto them for helpe. The cauſe of all which deceites,is Gods 
darke to them that bee ignoraunt in the truth :forthey thinke they 
profite when they ceaſe from hurting ; whiche canne doe no- 
thing but hurte. But they, whiche haue ſhrunken back from Gods 
ſeruice,becauſe theybe enemies and tranſgreſſors ofthe truth, goe 
about to chalenge rothemſeluesthe name and honour of God: nor 
becauſe they defire any honour(for what honour canne.the damned 
haue)northat they ſhould hurt God, who cannot be hurt : butto hure 
men,whom they go aboutto draw away from the worſhip & know= 
Jedge ofGodstruc maieſtic, leaſt they houlde attaine immoralitie, 
 whichthey haue loſtthorow their owne malice 7. So they couer all 
with darkenefle, and compaſle the truth with cloudes io thatthey 
catinot know their Lord, northeir father. And that they maye cafilye 
alure men,they hide themſelues in the churches, and are at Lands in 
allfacrifices, Yea many times they worke miracles, through whiche S$athan vvorketh 
men.being aſtonied_,. doe giue'to Images the fayth of the God- mvacles by Ima- 
head. Hereof it; commerh , that-a Stone was cutte in ſunder ce Eg 
with a raziue by.'a Sorcerer ;:and' thatiZare of Heiarauntyered, vronbipping of = 
ont. - 4 ES ode wor 5 | that wages LE 
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46  @A\ CONFVTATION'OFrF : 
| __ thatſhewouldgoetoRome: and thataſhippe folowed the hand of 
Claudia : and that uno being robbed, and Proſerpina of Locrenſe,and. 

Ceres of Milt, rooke vengeaunce afthoſethathad committed ſacri- 
ledge: and Hercules of 5 ppins,and fupiter ofeAtimus,and Miners 
of (eſa. Hereofalſoitcommeth, that a ſerpent deliveredthe Citic of 
The deuils fpeake Rome from the peſtelice, being broughtfrom Fpidanre. Bur cheefe- 


_ 4n images as 


though they 1} FDCY deceaue menintheirOracles and aun{wers, whoſe Iuglinges 
rrere Gods, yngodly men cannotdiſcerne from the truth. Therefore they Siri, e, 
thatEmpires and victories,riches and luckye oy 


egunces ofthinges,are 
Though deuiles $IUCN, of them : and to he ſhort, oft times common welthes to be de=. 
propheſirruely of l1uered from preſent _—_ at their becke , whiche daungers they 


aig £32 both declared by their aun{were, and being pacified with facrifice, 
” ire,co make furnedaway. But altheſe be but deceires:forſeing they know before, 
men to yyorship the diſpoſition of God, becauſe they were his miniſters, theyrhruſt 
them, themſcluesintotheſe buſineſle, ſo that whatſocuer thinges either be 
_ done,or haue bene done of God, they might ſeeme chefcly to doe or 
 hauedoneit, Tee GBs Fe i fe 
_-  Andſooftas any goodneſle is comming athand toany people or 
Citie, according to Gods appointment, they promiſe that they will —*© 
do it,eyther by myracles,dreames or reuelations: if Churches, ifho- 
nours, if{acrifices, bee geuentathem .. The which thinges being 
- geuen, whan that chaunceth that needes muſte bee : they getto - 
fence of dead Ehemfclues greatworſhipe . Forthis cauſe bee temples vowed, for 
mens ſoules de- this cauſe be new Images halowed. And ſo oft asperilles be at hand, 
ceaveth them, for {ome fooliſh and light cauſe they faine themſclues angry : as Zune. 
var griringy towarde Yarre. But theſe be the deceites of them,thar lurking ynder 
Idolary, thenamesofthedead, intend to plague them thatbealiue . Where- 
fore, whereas that daunger, thatisathand, maye bee auoyded : they 
would ſeeme thatthey, being pacified, haue turned it away. 
And ifit cannot be eſchewed,thisthey doe , that itmighte _— 
to chauncefor the contempt ofrhem : and ſo they purchaſe to them= 
ſelues great authoritye, and feare among men that know them not. 


Some men wil ſay,why doth god the ſuffer theſe things neither doth 
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OO VNWRITTEN VERITIES, = 7 ug 
intothelikenefle of our Sauiour, came to him by ni vom 2 COM- Subril Sathan fay- 
panie(as he fayned)ofathouſand Angels: holding burning lampes nth bimſelſs rg 


intheir handes, and with a fierie chariot,inthe which he fayned our or 
Sauiour to fit, Then one ofthem ſtept foorth and ſaydthus vnto him : God, 


come foorth out ofthy cell now,and doe nothing elſe but whenthou 


ſeeſthim come afarre off, make haſtto bow downe thy ſelfand wor= y,,,.,1 we 


ſhip him,and ſo ſtrai gut way returne _ tothine own houſe. The then knovy any 


he went foorth out of his houſe, and belecuing thathe had ſeene that c*rraine vuh by 


oodly offices ofheanemly miniſters, andall ſhining with fierie lapes, P70. 
and Chriſt (as hee thought) himſelfe notpaſta furlong off,fel flat yp- 
 ontheground,and mouth wy 
Lord.Sece here how this fearefull and fooliſh Monke Yalent, leauing riondis op 
yery Chriſt, worſhipped Chriftes enemie :andinftead ofthetruth, a forctrift, = 


counterfet Antichriſt and Sathan., 


Thatapparitions of the dead, be 
ynſufhiciente W prooue 
fn, 


CAP. Y. 
— 4 Hcnthou art come into the lande whiche yo. 


——_ 
Fer 2 SB the Lorde thy God giueth thee , ſee that 


thou followe not the abhominacions of 


A cerer ora charmer,or thar couſelleth with 
4TH ſpirites,ora ſoothſayer, orthataſkeththe 
truth at them that be dead. Forthe Lord abhorreth all theſe : and for 
ſuch abhominacionsthe Lordthy God doth caſte them out before 
thee.Butthe Lordthy God, hath not ſuffered thee {6 to doe. art: 
Eſay 8. Andifthey ſayetoyou aſke counſell atthe Soothſayers, 
. Witches,charmers,and coniurers:then make them this aunſwere : is TS 
there a people any where thataſketh not counſell at his God? ſhould 324 * Places 
men run yntothe dead forthe living ? If any man want 1; ght, lethim 
looke vponthe lawe,andtheteſtimonie, whetherthey ſpeake "_ | 


ipped him,whome he belecued to bee the They that beleve. 
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46 A CONFVTATION OF 
-- +.;..»£ thismeaning; © | Ys ay 7 .54B:S0fY 
Read the chapter Dyke. 16, If they hearenot Joſs andtheProphets, neither will 
| they beleeue,ifone arife from death. MO beat VEE 
He lanzheth — —Lattantius in his inſtitution &b.2, cep.2. The rude forte thinke 
ans vr RUE ou mens {oules walke aboutthe graues,' and reliques of theire bo« 
FESs (1's. | 91! FF. is | IS 
 CyſoRtome in his fourth Homilie of Lazarus, Thatthou mayeſt 
know thatthe doctrines ofthe ſcriptures and Prophets, are of more 
force,then iftheythat be raiſed from death ſhoulde tell any thing: 


The Scripture confiderthis, that whoſocuer is dead;isa ſeruaiir, But what the ſcrip= 


oughtrove dc Lures ſpeake,the Lord himſelfe ſpeaketh: therefore tho ugh a deade 


leued rather ; "242 iſs | 
then the reftimo Manariſe,yeaalchough an Angell comedowne from heauen , yer 


ny of the dead: , chiefly we oughtto beleue the ſcriptupes. For he thatis maſter of An- 
for it is Gods oels,& Lord ofthe quick andthe dead, made the.Ifdead men ſhould 


ovvne vyord, gg 


the other ore COM again fro thEce ynto vs, the deuil might haue m—_ tovs falſe 


times che deuils, doctrines |& that yery cafily. For he mighthaue ſhewed often tymes 

ghoſts,& haue ſuborned mEthar ſhold coſiterfeir death & burial, and 

within a while after ſhewrheſelues,as though they were raiſed again 

_ frodeath,& through the to perſwadethe people 4 beguiled,whatſo 

cuer him liſt, For F; now, os no ſucke thing is done in deede,yet 

dreames ſeenc ofmany men intheirf{leepe,as though it were of them 

that are departed hence, haue deceiued,deſtroyed, and ouerthrowne 

many men: much more it ſhould haue chaunced , if the thin ghad 

bene done indeede, and gottencredite in mens minds(that isto ſay) 

if many of the deade hadreturnedagaint6life, that wicked deuill 

would haue wrought innumerable deceits,and brought much fraude 

The dead never ;neq the life of men. Andforthat cauſe God hath ſhut yp that waye, 

SR IE _ neither doeth hee ſuffer any of the dead to come adaloe herh crtorel | 

fare thatbe What is done there: leſt he by that meanes ſhould bring in al his wiles 

— and ſubtilties. For when there were Prophets, he ſtirred vp falſe pro- 

phets : when the Apoſtles were falfe Apoſtles : when Chriſt appea< 

red,he raiſedfalſe Chriſtes: whenſounde doctrine was broughte in, 

he broughtin corrupt doctrine, fowing cockle euery where. But God 

from whome nothingis hid, hath oppo his waye to thoſe ſnares, 

_.____ andheeffattouring vs hathnotſufferedthat any ſonne-at anye tyme 

= , 11k thu ſhould come from thence hither,totell what is there done roany me 

boue all chinges, liuing,teaching ys that we ſhould rather belceue the ſcriptures, then 
all otherthipges, 0, tt; by f 

 Theſame in Math.cap.8;' Homilie.2.9, 1 willnotdenie,butthat 

menne haug bene killed of curſed charmers and Sorceters.': wa 

rents | «, eq at 
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VNWRITTEN VERITIE, = "y 


| thardeadmennes ſoules worke with them, how ſhall they make'me !ris not the ſou 


belecue that?becauſe thou haſte heard dead mens ſoules many times *f the dead that 


crye, Iamthe ſoule of ſuch a one . Yea but theſe wordes procede out On be1mky very 


trhe frauds and deceit of the deuil. Forit is not the dead mans ſoule, the deuit counter 


that fairh this, butthe deuil thar faineth this, thathe may dec caue the feicerh the dead 
hearers. Fortheſe ought to be taken as olde wiues fables,the wordes take 
oflyars, and frayc bugges of children: netther can the fſoule, bcing deparred the bo- 


departed from the body, walke inthis earthe . Forthe ſoules of the dy cannor vyalk 


righteous are inthe hand of god,and the ſoules of ſinners are ftrai oht here on earth, 
certheir death,caried away. Which is manifeſt by LaJarw and the. 
richeman . The Lordeſaythe alſo in another place: this day ſhall 


_ they fetche awaye thyſoule. The ſoule therefore, afterit be departed 


fromthe body, cannot wander here amongſt ys, Itmay be prooucd 


_ by many Scriptures, thatthe ſoules of therighteous cannot wander 


here afrer their death. Wt, 
.-. For Stephen ſaid, Lord receiue = ſpirite FAnd Paule defiredto be 


loſed fromthe body, and to be with Chriſt. Ofthe Patriarkes, alſo 
-  theScripture ſaith, he was laydvp with his fathers, he dyed in a good 
age: Andthatrhe ſoules vffinners cannot tarry here with vs, harken 


totheriche man, whathee ſaythe, confider what hee atketh, and 
obtaineth not.But if mens ſoules might be conuerſant here, he would 


| bauecomeasheedefired, ant! have certified his brethren of the top - 
mentsin hell, | 


Ofthe which place of Scripture it is manyfeſt, that after the depar- 

a , the ſoulesare cariedinto a certaine place, Non 
whencethey cannotreturne attheir pleaſure: butlooke for thatterri- 
ble day of iudgement, | 


- Hieroninthe.8.Ca.of Jeremy , If you doubt of any thing (faithe the 


_ prophet)know thatit is written, that thoſe nations, which the Lord 


{hall ſcatter before thy face, thall harken to dreames and ſouthſaiers: 
butthe Lord thy god hath commaunded thee not ſo to doe, but if you 
wil know things that be doubtful, giue your ſelues rather to the tefty- 
moniesofthe law and the Scriptures. But if youre congregation will | 
notſearch the word of the Lord : they ſhall not haue the light ofthe 
truth but ſhall wander in darkenesoferrors. You oughtto know this, 
thatenery-nationaſketh counſel attheir own Gods, andenquireth of 
the dead for the health ofthe quick: but God hath giuen you the law 
for your healpe,ſo thatyou may ſay, the ſouthſaying of the heathen, 


 whichdecciue their worſhippers, is notlike ours: which is{poken our 


So 


43 


Bzod.7.B, 


| Mart}. 
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A CONFVTATION OP 
Saint eFnguſtine alſo ſayeth, that the ſpirite of Samnellwhiche 
the woman ſorcererraiſed to Sanl,was not the ſoule of Samuell, but 
the Diuell which appeared in Samuels likencſle, for to decceiue Saul: 
this doeth he proouc both by cuydente Scriptures, andfirong rea- 


ſons, 


Neyther are Myracles a- 
ble to prooue oure 


fats, 


He wiſe men and enchaunters of Phared, 
' || turned their roddes into ſerpentes, andthe 
da v JE waters of e/Zgrpt into blood :and made al 
Wa E857 ||the whole lande toſwarme with frogges, 
through their ſorceries, "rh 
Demt.13.1f there ariſe. among you, 2 
Prophet,ora dreamerof Dreames,& 'giue 
thee a ſ1gne or a wonder,and that Hgne or 
]| wonder,which he hath ſaid,come to paſſe, 
andrhen ay : let vs go after ſtraunge gods, 
which thou haſt notknowne,andlet ys ſerue { A : Hearkennot vn« 
tothe wordesof that Prophet, or dreamer of dreames. Forthe Lorde 
thy God ternpteth thee,to wit whether ye loue the Lorde your God, 
with all your harts,and all your ſoules. 2b 
 Hieremie 23.Behold here am 1,ſayth the Lord,zgainſtthoſe Pro- 
phers that dare prophefie liesand deceive my people with their ya- 
nities and miracles,vhome I neuer ſcnt,nor commaunded. 
Math.7 Many ſhall ſ ay ro me inthoſe dayes, Lord, have wee not 
prophehfied inthy name ? haue we not caſt out Diuels in thy name 8c 
then it ſhall be aunſwered them :Incuer knew you,Gepartfrom mee 
you children of iniquitie, ike + 7 1s 
Math,12.Ancuill and froward generation ſeekethaſgne , and 
there ſhall no Ggne bee giuento them, but the ſign of fonas the Pro- 
: Math.24.There ſhall ariſe falſe Chriſtes,and falſe Prophets, and 
ſhalſhew great miracles,and wonders in ſo much that,if it were poſ- 


hible,cuenthe very cle ſhould be deceaucd; buttake youheede;be- 


Dor © oe ern - 
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VNWRITTEN- VERITIES. 
holde,I haue ſhewedyouall thinges before. TEL GIS EAN 
Thefa,z.The comming ofthat wicked one(meaning Antichriſt) 
ſhall be after the working of Sathan with all lying power, fignes and 
wonders,and with all deceit of vnrighteouſneſle ofthem, i {hall 
periſhe becauſe theyreceiued notthe loue of the trueth , that the 
might be {aued, And therefore God ſhall ſende them ſtrong deluf. 
ons,thatthey might belecue lies: that all they mighte bee damned, 
which beleeued not the truth, but had pleaſure in vnrighteouſneſle. 
_ eA@.8, Simon Magus, an inchaunter, by his wonders bewitched 
the Samaritanes, = 
eA(.13. £limaithe ſorceror had of long time deceiued the Ar- 
twochians,Reade the ſtories, Eo 
frene.ib.x .telleth of a certaine Judge called eMarke, whiche in "Bvy" Pop 
the ſacrament of thankes giuing wonderfullye deceaued the fimple be _ indgs s 
proper he ſochaunged the colour of wine, that it appeared viter- the popich mi- 
Jo be blood:andalittle wine ſo increaſed through his iugling,that 144%. 
the chalice was filled, and ranne over. By this iugling itis playne y- 
£ Ate At thoſe myracles that be alleaged of many men for the real 
pre ence inthe ſacrament ofthe alter, doe not confirme their error, 
ut be very deluſions of the deuill or of his iugling miniſters. 
Cbriſoſtomein his 49. Homilie vypon the 24 of Math. Afore tyme 
itwas kuowne whiche weretrue Chriſten men and whiche falſe by 
myracles : but how were the falſe knowne ? Becauſe they could not 
work,ſuch orlike miracles as true chriſten mEdid : but they wrought 
yainethinges,making men to wonder, bur bringing noprofite at al. 
Butthe Chriſtians did miracles , : which not only brought wonders, 
but alſo profite : and by theſe they were knowne, whiche were true 
Chriſtians,and which falſe,.Butnow working of miracles is vtterlye 
_ takenaway.Yea counterfeit miracles are ratherfound amon g them, 


that be falſe chriſtians: as Peter declareth in (lerent, Antichriſt ſhal > RO 


ough he doetheſe thinges,beleeue him not. Forthe Lorde trying 
thee fuffreth him to doe them,not that he knew notthy mynde, but 


50 
The fairhfull 
Nneede no mira- 
cles, for ſigns are 
ginen to the yn- 
belecuers, | 


JiCoro14e 


A CONEVTATION OF 


 Theſamein John cap.2:In the ende ofthe 22, Hom. There be ſome 


doubrlefle now adayes,that aſke why men worke no miracles now, 
Ifthou be faythfull as thou oughteſt to bee,ifthouleue Chriſt, as hee 
ſhould be loued,thou needeſtno miracles; for ſfignesare giuen to yn= 
belecuers,and notto the faithfull, -pmmars ns 65 


at be ſtabliſhed andſetfoorth by ſo great authoritie , yee de- 


beware of you, by 
ſhall ariſe falſe Chriſts,&c. LH4& 8 

The ſame ofthe citic of God,{b.20.cap.19.The preſence of Anti- 
chriſt ſhall be afterthe working of Sathan,with allying powers,as a- 
fore.Forthen ſhall Sathan be ler loſe, and by him Antichriſt, withall 


his power {hal work maruailouſly but lyingly:ofthe which miractes 


it was wontto be doubted, whether they be called ing hignes and 
wonders forthis cauſe that hee ſhall deceaue mans ſences with viſt= 


_ ons,fothathe ſeemeth to doe the thing that he doeth not in deede, 


or elſe becauſe the ſame , although they bee true miracles and not 


- counterfeit, yet they draw men to belecue that they cannot be done, 


but by the power of God : whereas men know nor the power of the 
Deuill : chiefly ſeing that how great ſocuer power he hath, hee hath 
receiued it. For when fire fel downe from heauen,and with one daſh 
deftroyed ſo greatafamilie with ſo many heardes of cattell of holye 
Fob, anda ocaine whirlewind ouerthrowing his houſe,ftew his chil- 


_ dren:theſe werenodeceaueable viſions,bur for euery one of thele it 


_ ſhouldbelecuelies.For God doth ſende the 


is ſayd: = ſhall be beguiled with Hgns and wonders, that ſhal de= 


ſerueto be beguiled, for ſo muchasthey haue notrecciuedthe love 


ofthe truth, that they might be ſaved. Neyther did the Apoſtle, feare 


roſfay and adde : God ſhall ſende them rong deluſions , that they 

e things, becauſe he ſuf= 
freth the Deuill to doe them:he indeede by his iuſt iudgemente, ak 
thoughthe deuill doth it of a wicked and malicious purpoſe. 


The ſame ofthe ynitie ofthe CO 16. Letthem ſhew their 


Church,ifthey can,notinthe ſayinges andin the fame of the Aﬀet- 
canes,not in rhe determinations of their Biſhoppes, notin any mans 


er arp aoainſt Fauftuthe Manachee,hib.1 3.cap.5.The Scrip= _ 
_ tures 

ſpice : miracles you work none:which though you did, yetwe would - 
the Lord inſtructing and teaching vs,ſaying: there 


_ reaſoninges, notin falſe ſignes and wonders (for agaynſte all this | 


chingesandpainfulne 


wee bee warned and armed by Gods worde) butin the thinges ap-" 


poyntedinthe lawe, ſpoken afore bythe Prophets , in the ſongs 
ofthe Plalmes,in the _ ofthe ſheaphearde himſelf, & the prea- 
{c ofthe Euangeliſtes , that is inthe autho- 


rice 


\ 


| VNWRITTEN VERITIES. = 51 
ritie ofthe bookes Canonicall : but not ſo that they maye gatherand All docvine 
rchearſethoſethinges, that be ſpoken darkely and doubtfully and ovghr tobe ried 
figuratiuely,which euery nian may vndetſtand as he liſt after his own by - Mary wowgnd] 
mind, Forſuchthings cinot be ynderſtanded and expounded ri ght- of 7% by Wards 
FAV thoſe thinges, that be very plainly ſpoken,be perceauedbe- thar be darke, | 

ore with a conſtant faith; Ler him not ſay this is true, becauſeI ſay ware wh ao 
it,or becauſe my companion ſayth thus,or theſe my companions, or $157 
- theſe our Biſhopes, Clearkes, or laymen: orelle, it istrue, becauſe Miracles sheyyed 


ſuch miracles did Donatws, Pontius, or whatſocuer other ; or elſe be. 3**2* tombes of. 
ſaintes prooue uG 


OT doctrines 


fe Soha L : 1 ___ cr being avvake 
be fayninges of lying men, orthe wonders of deceirfull deuils, For 7 150 wy 


docti ine, 


thisoughtro be yaderſtid,that the delier ofhim,chatpratcth, is more 
len ET Ty. Wauy 


5. _ **A CONFVTATION OF TER 
worthie or of more ſtrength,then the place of prayer: but of falſe vi= 

The divett vyor. fions let them reade whatis written, both that Sathan doth chaunge 
kerh miracles in himſelfe into an Angellof light, and that their dreames haue decei- 
= _ and yed many men :lette themalfo heare whatthe heathen tell oftheire 
ee ab = "wi temples and Gods, wonderfully you done orſcene,and yetneuer= 
their religion be theleſſe the Gods of the heathen be deuils, butthe Lorde made the 
falſeand dereſia heauens. Therefore many men be heard and after many diuers ſorts, 
A notonly Catholick chriftians,butalſo Panims,andTewes and here- 
tikes giuen to diuerſe errors and ſuperſtitions : doubtleſle they are 
heardeither of deceitfull ſpirites, whiche neuerthelefle doe nothing 
except they be permitted of God highly and vnſpeakeablye,iudging 
what is meete to be giuen to euery man, orelſe of God himſelfe ey- 
ther forthe puniſhmet ofmalice,orthe comfort of miſerie, or forthe 
admoniſhment of cternall ſaluation But tothat eternall ſaluatis c6= 
______ ..__ methno man, buthe that hath the head Chriſt, yea and no man can 
__ — hauethe head Chriſt, which isnot in his body the Churche, whiche 

_ Church)like asthe headitfelf,we muſt know in the canonicallſ{crip- 
tures,and nottoſeeke it in diuers rumours and opinions ofmen, not 
in fats,ſayinges and fights.&c.Let althis ſort ofthem be chafte,and 
not giue {ctence afore hand againſt the wheat,ifthey be the Church: 


but whether they be the Church, letthem ſhewe none other wayes 
butby the Canonicall bookes gf the holy ſcriptures, For neyther doe 
we ſay that men oughtto belecue vs,becauſe we are inthe catholick 
church of Chriſt, wha c Optaius biſhop of Miliuet, or e Ambroſe 
Biſhop of. Fdulaine, orthat innumerable other biſhops of our con= 
gregation doe allow this doAtrine that we > ar hecauſe in chur= 


ches of our companions it is preached or elſe becauſe that through 
the whole world in thoſe holy places, where our congregationsre= 
ſort,ſo many wonders either othearinges or ofhealinges be done:{o 
that bodies of martirs,being hid ſo many yeares (whiche ifthey will 
aſke, they maylearne of many)wereſhewedto Ambroſe: or that at 
thoſe bodies a certaine man,being many yeres blinde, well knowne 
tothe whole Citie of Mihene,receiued his eyes and his fight : or be- 
cauſe he being ina dreame did ee, or he being rapte in ſpirite didde 
heare,eyther that he ſhould not goetothe part of the DonarifFs, or 
that they ſhould depart from their opinion. Whatſoeuer ſuch things 
be done inthe catholicke Church, the Church isnot therefore proo- 
_ uedcatholick becauſe theſe be done init. The Lorde Ieſus himſelfe, 
when he was riſen from death,and offred his own body to bee ſeene 
withthe eyes and handled witkthe handes ofhis Apotles, yr =_ 
4 | 0 
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VNWRITTEN VERITIES. ll 
| ſhouldthen thinkthemſeluesto be deceiucd, he rather iudged that 
oy ought to bee ſtablyſhed by the witneſles of the lawe, prophetes 
and pſalmesſhewing thoſe thinges to be fullfilledin him, that were 
ſpoken ſolong before :ſo hee ſerfoorth his church, bidding repen- 
raunce and forgeuenes of finnes to be preached in hisname,through 
all nations, beginning arferuſalem . Thattheſe thinges be written in 
the law and Prophetes,himſelfe witnefleth : this is FA out by word of 
mouth . Theſe are the doctrines, theſe are the ſtayes of our cauſe. we 
read written in the Aces of the Apoſtles of fome faithfull men, that 
they ſearchedthe Scriptures nhiithbey wereſo. What Scriptures 
I pray you, butthe Canonicall ofthe law andthe Prophets ?ro theſe 
are ioyned the Goſpels, theApoſtles Epiſtles, the Actes ofthe Apo- 
ſtles,and the eFpocalipſis of Sain&foby, Search altheſe,bring foorth 
 ſomeplainething, mdy you maye declare thatthe Church hath 
remained onely in eFffricke : or that this (whichthe Lord ſaith ſhall 
come to paſſe: This Goſpell ſhal be preached to allthe worlde for 
ateſtimonie to all nacions) ſhalbe verified of Ffricke. But bring out 
ſomewhar,thatneedeth none interpreter:you may not be conuinced 
thatthe things, which is ſpoken of another matter , you goe aboutto- 
wreſtto your purpoſe, 
- (bry{offome of the contricion ofthe harte . Chriſte promyſed not yg miracte 
 thathee woulde rewarde at the latter daye them that worke fignes vvorkers, bur the | 
and wonders, but them that keepe his commaundementes,ſaying: PCs 
come you blefled Chyldren of my Father, receaue thatKingdome, py Pay ary 
whiche was prepared for you from the beginning ofthe world : Hee ctriſt, 
faide not — ou did miracles, but becauſe I was hungry &c.he 
ſhal alſo cal them bleſſed, not that wrought miracles butthe humble 
and meke in hart, I ED PR Kon 
Ciril in fohn liþ,7,cap.13, Toworke miracles maketh nota man 
one whit more holy,ſeing that itis alſo common to euil men and ab- 
iectes, asthe Lord himſelfe alſo witneſſeth : many ſhall ſay rome in 
that day &c.And contrariwiſe working oftto miracles hindereth not 
a mans holynefſe. For John wrought neither figne nor miracle: and 
| yet was this no derogacion to his Folyneſſe.Far among the children. 
of women there was none greaterthen he. 4 
|  Sabellic vponthelife of CeleFtine almolte fiue hundreth yeares af- add 
rerChriſt, the deuilltaking vpon him thepetſon of -2oyſa,fhewed ,,,. .mong he a- 
himſelfe viſibly in the ſyght of the Tewes , that dwelt at (andie : paricious of the 
promyſing that hee woulde brin gthem againe into the land ofpro- deat 
I | m Y le, where [ eruſalem Randeth drye _— 3 the Warers ſanding feiretÞh Moſes, | 
| ” Nos m—_—_ 7 


A CONFVTATION OF: ” 
on eyther fide in maner of a wal,as when the children of Iſrael! were 
brought out ofthe land of Agipt.Many of the Iewes raſhlye giving 
credite totheſe iuglinges,& entring intothe ſea,were overwhelmed | 
withthe waues thereof: excepta few, the whichatlaſt, being war- 
ned of their yanitie, became Chriftans, Ss 


Cuſtomealſois ofno ſtrength _ 


inthiscaſe of proouing a Re- 


Car, vil.- 


Xodi.2; Follow notthe multitude to doe 
euill, | 


maundeth. the Ifraclytes not to fol- 
lowe- the cultome of the + Eorprrans : 
| nor the Caranuues , Reade the Chap» 


their Idols, ego 


Regum.4.cap.17.Vnto this daye they keepe theirolde cuſtomes, 


they feare not Godnor doe after his cultomes , ordinaunces and 
lawes.. | 


 Theſame. They didnothearken ynto the Lord: but did after their 
oldcuſftome;, ' ,-  -/ * 


fere.g.They followed the wicked neſſe oftheir own hearts, and ſer 


ucd Fange gods,as their fatherstaughtthem. | 


T ertullan of virginitic or prayſes.Cuſtome forthe moſt parte ta- 
King his be «4 g either of ignoraunce or ſimplicitie,in preceſſe of 


time waxcth firong by vſe: and ſoit is alleaged againſte the truth. 


Whatſoeuerſmelleth againſt che truth, that is herehie, yea though ir 
be olde cuſtome, "HY. "ANT ip e 


(tprian ynto (ele hb.2.Epittela, 2.There isnocauſe, why(deare 
brother ) that anye man ſhoulde thinke the cuſtome of ſome men 


- oughteto bee followed... Ifany manhave __ thatonely water 


fulte aſke whome 


_—_— $—_— —— - K__— + 


oughteto be offred in the Chalice ; wee mul ITED 
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Lexiticws, 18. The Lorde com- 


| of your forefathers,and keepe not their or-- 
diuaunces; and defile not your ſelues with 


" bs. by 


; It. 


Rome. 


on; which exceptir be plucked ypthe ſooner bythe rootestit will be 


VNWRITTEN VERITIES. 
they followed:andrhat Chriſt only oughtto be heardthe father wit- 
neſleth from heauen,ſaying:this is my welbeloued ſonne, heare him. 
Wherfore if only Chriſt ought to be heard, we oughte not to regarde 
what any man afore ys thought to be done, but what Chriſt, which is 
before,did firſt :ncither ou * weto follow the cuſtome of man, but 
BRmnnoroert” © 7 Te TPTS LPTE ME 
The ſameto 7ulien.of the bapriſing of hereticks, in yaine do ſome 
men,when they be ouercome with the truth,alleage cuſtom againſt 
vs: asthough cuſtome were greater then the hg S. eAnguit ine 
hath the ſame, Nt red i 
Thefame to Pompwagainſt Srtexens Epiſtle , Cuſtome withoute 
truth,is an old errour : forthe which cauſe,letys leaue cuſtome, and 
follow the truth. d ba ih 
+ Chriſoftome vpon Geneſis 29,Homilie 59.Forif the Counſell bee 
good and profitable,yea though it be not cuſtome, keepe it: Butif it 
be hurtſull and noyſome caſtit away, For if we will be wiſe and care 
for our ſaluation,we may leaue of an euill cuſtome & bring in a good 
cuſtome: and ſo ſhall we giue no ſmall occafionto them, that come 
aftervs,to chaunge the ſame, and haue the rewarde of thoſe thinges, 
that be done of then. 50967 Srfis: ite Flew” 138540 
ferome in his Prefacetofeb , Olde cuſtome is of ſuche force, 
thatyices, whiche many themlſclues confeſle,pleaſe themthrough 


The ſame cap.9.Neitherate the etrours ofour fathers, norour el- 


_ ders,to be followed,butthe authoritie ofthe ſcriptures:andthe com- 


maundements of God that teacheth vs. MTLCT 36 
eAuguftine of one only baprtiſme,{ib.2. d5ſtinfF. 8, cap. Whenthe 


truth isonce knowne, lette cuſtome giueplacetothetrueth . For 


who doubteth, but cuſtome oughte to giue place tothe manifeſte 

th, 1-210" MIS LDIS ; 
The ſame in the ſame place , Letno man preferre Cuſtome 

abouc truth andreafon, Fortruth and reaſon doe euer exclude cu- 


= 


Gregoriuato Guelmunde the Bi ſhop. 2.d:ſtinf.S; conſuctudo. If thou 


_ chauncetolay cuſtome againſt me, thoutwilt take heede what the 


Lord fayth :Iamthe way,the truthand the life, He did notfay: Iam 
cuſtome,but the truth. MAES £1 + 496 b6 
Nicolas the Pope to Tenatics the reuerende Biſhop, 8. DulTintt. 


| Ancuil! cuſtome is nolefle to be auoyded, then an hurtfull corrupti- 


OO En ee. a 


Tu, taken 


56 


was not ſo farre 
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A*CONEVTATION OF 


taken ofthe yngodly for alaw. 


Reaſonsagainſte Vnwrit- 
ren Ueritics, hs 


Cay. vyiit, 


. Heolde Teſtament was ſufficient for the 
Tewes: and why ſhall not both the newe 

| and old ſuffice vs? art rig 
Chriſt and the Apoſtles proued al their 
doQtrines, by the Law & Prophets; What 
an arrogancicisitthenin vs,to teach any 
thing whiche wee can neyther prooue by 
the law,the prophets,the Apoſtles,northe 
| Euangeliſts. FY 
Ni - Thedeuill,whenhee tempted Chriſte, 
aſt all ſhame to perſwade any thing withoute 
Fo the'Scriptures, .although hee did (as his deare 


the teſtimonie © 


children, the Papiſtes doe) falſlye alleage them,wreſtthem from 


their true meaning to a contrarye ſence , and alſo cutte off rhat, 
which ſhould make agaynſt him, or declare the true meaning ofthe 
{criptures, ethics 5 So. 

This word (ynwritten regniea)i anew tearm lately inuentedand 


now here heard orread among the old writers: of which chey could 


not haue ben ignorant, ifthere had ben any ſuche thing needetull ro 

ſaluation. 0179 6100207 emo ard ra 
Al contention which the old Fathers had with heretickes,was for 

the ſcriptures:which heretickes partly denied, as e Harcion, Mani- 


chewand Fauftw:partly they wronglye expounded: but forthinges 


which are not containedinthe ſcriptures, they neuer accuſedanye 


man ofhereftie, 2 


Ifthere wete any word of God beſide the ſcripture,we coulde ne- 
uer be certaine of gods worde: and if we be yncertain of o0ds word, 
the Deuill mighte bring in among vs a newe wotde, anewe do- 
Qrine , anewefayth-,-aneweChurche, anewe God, yea him- 


ſelf: ro be God, as he bath alreadie done in the popiſhe kin pda. 


4 For this is rhe foundation of Amichriſtes kin gdome toſettle imſelf 
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__ gauethemthis notable leflon, worthy alwaytobe hadinmemorye : 
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in Gods Temple,which isthe heart and conſcience of man : of him 
to be fearcd and worthipped,as though he were God himſelfe. 
"Ifthe Church and the Chriſtian fayth did not ſtay himſelfe yppon 
the worde of God certaine,asvpon a ſure and ſtrong foundation :no = 
man could know whether he had aright faych,and whether he were 
inthctrue Church of Chriſt, or inthe PA of Sathan, 
Ifwe be bound to belecue certaine thinges,deliucred from the A- 
poſtles by word of mouth only, without writing,asthey would make 
vs beleeue(but whatthoſe things be no man can tell) It ſhould here-= 
offollow,that we are bound to belecue we wote not what,  - - 
_. Withoutfayth it isnot poſſible to pleaſe God:andfaith commeth 
| by TR of Gods word, Ergo where Gods wordlacketh,there can 
© no laytih, Fe: 5 et nn REED 
Almightie God afore he gaue to Hoſe the law written ofthe ten 
commaundements, wherein he fully taughtthe true worſhipping of 
him asit were a preſeruatiue againtta plague ora. poylon to come : 


_ youſhall addenothing tothe wordes &c.andagaine he often times 

repeateth the ſame ſentence both inthe law andthe Prophets, in 

the goſpels,and the Epiſtles of the Apoſtles. And becauſe his people 

ſhould neuer forget it, Saint Job commaundeth the ſame inthe laſt 

wordes of all the new teſtament,threatning terrible plagues (thatis) 
the loſle ofhis euerlaſting ioyes ofheauen, andthe payne of eter= 

_..__nallfireofhell, toallthem, thateyther puttoo ortake 

oughtfrom the worde of 


God, 


V. Scriptures 


58 


Aunſvverd, 


Math,y. 


Areplication, 


_ 
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for ynwritten Verities , with 
 eunſweres to the | 


—_ 


_ Scriptures alleaged by the Papiſtes _ 


SEES cretwoor ii). begatheredin my name, 

ey theram linthe middeſt of the, But Chriſt 
JO cannoterre:forheisthetruth irſelfe: ergo 
7 athey cannot erre intheirSynodes, conuo- 


Ag \cations,and generall counſels, being ga- 
Ithered togither in aisname, - 
Sf Chriſtfayd,when two orthree bee ga- 
Y-Echered inmyname, &c.andto bee Fi 74 
dtred in hisname,isin our aſſeblies*to ſeeke 
aa ties oak hisonly glory & notours,to doe all things 
by his preſcript word. Fornot euery one that ſayeth vnto me, Lord 
Lord,ſhall enter &c.As witches,charmers,necromanſers,and coniu- 
rars,vietheir wicked artes all inthe name of God and Chriſt:and yer 
isnot Chriſt with them. For the ſixe ſonnes of Scewa, the chiefe Prieſt 
ofthe Tewes,wentaboutto caſt qut cuill ſpirites in the name of Teſus, 
whome Paule preached: but yet Chriſt wasnot withthem, burthe 
wicked {pirite, which wounded them,and draue them away naked... 
Moreouer all forgers of wiles, counterfeiters of falſe inftrumentes, 
and iudges giuing falſe ſentences, in the eccleſiaſtical law, they be- 
gin with this glorious title:in the name of god, Amen. Therfore ſprig. 
this olde Prouerbe,in the name of God beginneth all miſchiefe : and 
yet Chriſt is with none oftheſe,though they pretende to doe al theſe 
things inhis name,chriſtſaith alſo,many ſhal prophefie in my name 
and caſt out Diuels,8& worke miracles in my name,8& then wilI con- 
feſle tothem,thatI neuerknew you.Reade Euſebiusand Arbanaſins, 
and youſhall there ſee, what pride,contention,hatred,malice,enuie, 
& defire,to beare rule,reignedin the counſels of the cleargic at thoſe 
dayes,not much palt 4oo yeres after Chriſt , Whatthinke you the 
would ſay, ifthey ſaw our counſels, where the Romiſhe Antichrf 
triumpheth?no doubt, that,though an Angell fr6 heauen preach any 
ether &c, Here you will replic agayne : Chriſt ſayth where 2 or 3. are 


et 
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gathered &c, Nowcin agony are not onely ,2,0r.3.leamed_ £ 
and Godly men,but many, Ergothey cannoterre.I grauntthat in e- aunſyrers, 
uery generall counſe] be many good men,which do noterre, nor are 
decciued: & yet it foloweth notthat the whole counce! cannoterre, 

For in councels the more parte istaken for the whole, andthinges 
be there determined and ordered, not by reaſon, learning, and au- 
thoritie of the word of God : but by Rtoutneſfle , wilfulnefle and con 
ſent ofthe moreparte. In thoſe counſels, where be mo cuil and wic- 
ked men,then good and godly, ir commeth often times to paſle,thar 
Iniquitie hauin pm vypper hande, the greater part ouercommeth the 
better:and yet the good men neither erre,nor conſent to theſe errors 
concluded by the wicked and the more parte,butreſiſt and ſpeake a- 
gainſtthem tothe ytmoſte of their power not without great daunger 
oftheirliues,yea and ſomtimes it cofteththem tixeir liues in deede, as 
ieisnow dayly ſcene, Sheees 195 opts 
The Scribes andthe Phariſes fitypon eAoſeſeate, whatſoeuer 
they bid youdo, that do, but after their workes doe not: forthey ſay 
and doe not.Here(they ſay)it appeareth Painy; that chriſt comman= 
deth ys toobaye the heades ofthe church,how cuill ſocuertheir liucs 


be. 


Matb, 24, The.?, 


argument, 


_ | Firſtletthemlooke well what maner menthey make themſclues, The firſt anſvvers 


thatis,Scribes and Phariſesthe greateſt encmics of God, perſecutors 
and murtherers ofhis Prophets, ofthe Apoſtles, and oof Chrifthim-, | 
{clfe, and ſo Antichriſtes , Secondly e Hopes {cate isnot his office cx mg _e_ 
authority, buthis doctrine ; and therefore ſayth Saindt eLuguitine, 
_ thatſcate whichis his doctrine, ſuffereth them notto erre, andin a 
nother place, they fitting in eAſoſs ſcate teache the lawe of God, 
_ therefore Godteacheth bythem. Butifthey will teache their owne 
doctrine, beleue them not : for ſuche ſecke their owne and not Ieſus 
Chriſtes : and Chriſte biddeth vs beware ofthe leuen ofthe Phariſes, 
andthenthe diſciples knew that he ſpake not ofthe leuen of breade 
but oftheirdoGtrines, although they ſatin Moſes ſeate, if they will 
needescontend,the dignitie or office of Hoſes,to be Aſofes ſcate,and 
yeteredſhamefully in their doGtrine, b.--: : 
. Behold, lam with youall the daies ynto the worldes end:this pro- The fow ke ug 
miſc wasnor made tothe Apoſtles only (for they dyed ſhortly after Sand 
Chriſt)buttothe Church. Ergothe Church cannot erre. 


A. 


_ IBeſeechethemto beginne alittell afore , and they ſhall Pay Aunfreere, 


heare Chriſt himſelfe ynloſe this knotte . The words before are theſe 
ine Hark ; gocandpreache my Goſpellto every creature, andin = 
—— Vii. ' Mathew: 


£5 ww} 
L.E5 
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eathew,gocand teache all people, baptifing themin thename of 
the father, of the ſonne. &c. teaching themro obſerue all thinges, 
whatſocuerT haue commaunded you: andlo, I will be with you vn= 

tothe worlds ende. Here you may ſee this promiſe of Chriſt] will be 
with you &c.isnot abſolute or vniuerſall,but giuen vnder a c6ndici- 
 on{that is)if you preache my Goſpel! wodly 30 you baptiſe rightlye, if 
youteache the baptized to doe alithinges,thatI haue commaunded 
you : lo,then Iwil be with you vnto the worlds end.Burt if you teache 
any other Goſpell,or baptiſe otherwiſe, or bid them doe any other 
thing,aboue that which Thaue commaunded you,you haue no pro- 
miſe of God, butthe curſe,thar Paule threagnerh : though wee or an 
 Aungell from heauen preache.&c, = 
The,5, argument Thaue yet many moe things to ſay vnto you, but you cannot beare 
lohn.l6Gs the away now,howbeit whe he is come, which is the ſpirite of truth, 
hee will leade you into all truth, Here you may ſee({ayth the enemies 
of Gods trurh)that Chriſt taught not all thinges himſelfe , bur lefre 
ny thingesto be taughtto the diſciples, by the ho)y gholt after his 
death, T7 7 | AE 3S 
Chriſt ſaythnot,Thaue many thingesro ſay, whiche Iwillnottell 
younow,but which you cannot beare now. That is, you cannot per- 
ceiue or ynderſtand them now : and thus Chriſt himſelf expoundeth 
theſe wordes,the comforter,whichis the holy ghoſt, whome my fa- 
ther will ſend in my name: he ſhall teache you all thinges, andput - 
:  .__ you inremembraunce of all thinges,thatThaue ſayd yntoyou , and 
lohn.15. nonew or other thinges.For Chriſt ſayth plainly that he himſelfhad 
 taughtthemallbefore,ſaying: all thinges,thatI haue hearde of my 
 father,haueI opened yntoyou. R | | 
Moreouer our ſauiour in plaine words ſheweth what things thoſe 
were,that his diſciples could not ynderſtande, although hee manye 
| timestoldethem he ſame before.Behold ſayth he,we go vptofery- 
Luke.18. _ falem, andallſhallbefulfilled, that zre written by the Prophers of 
wo the ſonne ofman. For he ſhall be deliuered tothe Gentils , and ſhall 
bee mocked, anddeſpitefullye entreated,and pitted on, and when 
they haue ſcourged him, they will put himtodeath, andtherhirde 
 dayhewillriſe againe : andthey vnderſtoode none of thefe thinges, 
- For theſe ſayinpes were hid from them ſo, that they perceiued none 
ofthe things,that were ſpoken: although he ſpake tothemin moſte 
 playnetearmes.And the cauſe,why they perceiued not his ſo playne. 
| ſpeech,was this, They wer yet carnal & ynderſtood the prophefies of _ 
Cchrilts kingdom carnally thinking that Chuilt ſhold raignateruſa- 


Aunſyvere, 


John,1 4: 


lem 
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lemlike a mightie conquerour, and fubdewe all the Gentiles vndet wane. 
the yoke of bondage to the Tewes, ſo that the Iewes ſhould be Lords 
andrulers querall the world for euer , And therefore lames and [ohn 
aſked a peticion of Ieſus by their mother, thatthey, hertwo ſonnes, 
might ſitthe one on his right hand, and the other 6n his left hand, in 
his Kingdome; and when he ſpake of his death, Pzrer toke him afide 
and rebuked him ſaying : Maifter fauour thy ſelfe, this ſhall not hap- Math.r6, 
pen vntothe,to whome Chriſt ſaid,go after me Sathan. Theſe be the 
rhinges, thatthe diſciples couldnotthen beare or vnderſtande , but 
thought that he had ſpoken ſome alegory,ridle or darke ſpeeche vn- 

_ tothem: butafter hisreſurre&tion, he opened. their wittes that they 
mightynderſtandthe Scriptures,and faide ynto them : thus it is writ- 

ten,and thus tt behoued Chriftto ſuffer, And to the two diſciples go- 

ing to Emars, hee expounded eMHoſes, the Prophetes and all the 

Scriptures , that were written of him , Andafter the aſcenſion the 

holy ghoſte appearedtothem in fierie tongues, and filled them with 

all knowledge,andthey beganto ſpeake with ſundry tongues,as the 

holy ghoſt gaue them ytterance:and then they ynderftode the Scrip- 

tures perfectly. ' cxcnty | at 


| —_ othcr tokens did Teſus, which are not written in this booke, The 6.argumenc 


+ 


Again,there are many other things,that Teſus did, which,ifthey were Tohn,21, 


writted,I fuppoſe,the world ſhould notbe able to contain the bokes, 
_ thatſhould be written, GS 1 
S. Tohnipeaketh not here of fayth and charitie but of mirracles, guug ere, 
the knowledg whercofiis not neceffary for ourſaluation,as his words _ 
folowing doe declare:theſe are written, that you might belccue,that 
Jeſus is Chriſt, the ſonne of God, and in beleuing may haue life iti his 
name. And whatis more required or defired of Chriſtian, then to 
enioye cuerlaſting lyfe ? that ought to bee our whole ſtudy and ende- 
uour,to that end ought we to apply all ourmindes,words workes and 
prayers. 
Standfaſtbrethren, and keepe the ordinaunces, that ye haue lear- 2,Thefl;z,argu- 
ned cither by our preaching or by ourEpiſtle . Of theſe wordesthey ment. 
gather,that Paule taught diuerſe things to the T hefalonians by word 
_ of mouth , without writing : whiche neuertheleſſe he commaunded 
them to obſerue and doe. 
IGrauntthat Paule taught manye thin ges by worde of mouthe a,nryere, 
whiche hee wrotte not in his Epiſtles to the Theſſalonians . But 
how ſhal they proue, thatthe ſame things be neither written by him 
many oerathis Epiſtles, nor in any other place of the holy TOES ? 
7 TIES afro onde: V.ijj. 7 | Or 


® 


'  ActeslF, JEST | 
. -- 111 full counfell at Ieruſalem,may be,andalrcady are taken away : as to 


2.Cor.10, 
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For what argumentisthis?it is not written in this place or to thoſe 
perſons,ergo itisnot written inthe ſcripture at all. For the ſhortneſſe 
of one Epiltle,or ofone Sermon,cannot ſufficiently contayn althings 
neceſſarie for our ſaluation : and therefore be there ſo manye bookes 
ofthe Scripture,that what ſo is omitted,8& not ſpoken ofin one place 
or elſe darkely ſpoken of, might be written plainely in anotherplace, 
And for this cauſe S.Paule writeth to the Colofs. ſaying : when this 
letter is red with you,cauſe it alſo to be read tothe ps Se And 
reade youalſothe Epiſtle written from Laodicia, AndS.Paule wry- 
reth oft himſelfe,ſuch as we are in our abſence byletters,ſuchare wee 
indeede being preſet. MorxeouerPaule ſpeaketh not here of dotrins 
of faithand charitie,which euercontinew without changing,adding 
or ininiſhing, but of certaine traditions,obſcruations, ceremonies & 
outward rites and bodily excerciſcs,which(as he ſayth)is lintle worth 
toGodward,butto be yſed for comlineſſe, decent order and ynifor- 
mitie in the Church,andto auoyd ſchiſme : which ceremonies euery 
ood man is bounde to keepe,leaft he troublerhe comms order,and 
obreake the order of charitic in offending his weake brethren, fo 


long as they be approoned,receiued,and vied by the heades& com- 
, mon conſent.But they and cucry one ofſuch ceremonies;as be ney- 
cher ſacraments,nor commaundements offayth andcharitic, maye 
be altered and chaunged, andothr ſet intheir Pork orelſe viterlye 
taken away by the authoritie of Princes,and other theirrulers & ſub- - 
ictsinthechurch.. Yeaalſothe traditions, made by the Apoſtlesin 


abſtaine from thinges offred vnto Images,from blood and firangled 
*. are no where kept, Andthis of Paule,thata man ſhouldneither 
= praynorpreache capped, or with his head couc- 
©... - 6d, jsalfocleancaboli- "7 
vg _—_ 
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_._ Doqtours totheſamepur- 


A + —_ — — — 


poſc with their alt» 
ſmeres, 3 A. 


Car. X. 


Ertulkan ofthe crown of a ſoldior, He re- Argument; 
| citing many traditions(as to renounce the 
WV” | Deuill, his pompe and his Angelsafore 
= || Baptiſme,to dipthe Children thriſe inthe | 
Font,to giue it pappe of honie and milke 
A firſtthing afterBaptiſme,andnotto waſh | 
*H WS tina whole weeke after, to offer both at 
EF the daye of Buriall and byrth , on the 
LL <ncEaSz2= jSondaye neyther tofaſte nor to praye 
kneeling, noralfo from Eaſterto Whitfontide, croffing of our fore- 
heades,with diuerſe ſuch like)fayth : ifthourequire a lawe of thefe 
and otherfuch diſciplines,there can be no pretence ofa law for them - - 
out ofthe ſcriptures.Butthou ſhalt either perceiue by thy ſelf,orlearn : 
of ſome other,that perceaueth it : that cuſtome being authour, con= 
firmer,conſeruer and abſeruer of fayth,ſhall maintaine and. defende 
the cauſe ofthis tradition and cuſtome offayth Ns 
By the ſcriptures before alleagedir is euidently prooued, that a 
thinges,requiſite for our ſaluation,be ſetfoorth inthe holy bookes of 
_ the bible,andthatitisnotlawfulto putany oe harp den pain 
ofeuerlaſting damnation. The ſame Tertwlien allo,as it isrchearced, 
ſayth that, there isnothingelſe ,. thatoughte to bee belecued after 
 ChriſtsGoſpell once publiſhed. Yea all the old anthours,a thouſand pions "he * 
yearc after Chriſt,andlikewiſe,almoſt,allthenew,affirme the ſame : ES 
and would not haue ys credite their {: ayin ges without the proofe of 
Gods word. | Ig OY 
Why ſhould we then belecue T ertulken againſtſo playne Scrip- 
mi the olde Fathers ofthe Church,and alſo contrarie to his 
ayinges? Yerthere will I gentlyc interprete him , ſoashee + 
maye both apree with the Scriptures, with the olde Aurhoures, 
andalſo with himſelf: T ertzllan ſpeaketh heare not of doQines of 
fayth hope and chatitic:but of traditions,outward geſtures, rites and 
or 4 ni harming wy Val. | _— 
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_ » A. CONFVTATION OF | 
ceremonies,which be not neceſfarie forour ſaluation : but be-ordat- 
nedfora decent order,and conformitie inthe church, asis plainlye 
ſhewed in the aunſwereto Saihc Paule, in, the. Epiſtteto the Theſſa- 
lonians. "Andtharhee ſpeaketh of fach rites ahd ceretnonics it is e= 
*  uident.Forall thoſe thatherehearſeth bee meere ceremonies, and 
 fewofthemkeptatthis day:which no man might haue altered or 
aboliſhed,ifthey had bene neceſlarilie to be kept,vnder payne of di- 
| nation, LS; 
Arguments Ciprianto Pompeiw againſt Stephens Epiſtle.Itis of nolefle autho- 
 ritiethatthe Apoliles deliuercd bytheinſtruction of the holy ghoſt, 
_-. _ thenthat which Chriſt himſclfe delwered. . = by 
| Aunſvvyere, Ciprien ſpeaketh not here of traditions vnwritten, but ofſuch things ' 
| asthe Apoſtles delivered intheir writinges:as the Goſpels and Epi- 
ſles,like asPaule ſaith :T delivered youthat Ireceiued of the Lorde, 
whichthing he wrote to them. Butif they will necdes ynder{tid him 
ofthings deliuered by the Apoſtles without writing : then aunſwere 
him as T ertullian, $-s on Weg 
© Origen. Inobſeruaunces ofthe church, there beediuerſe thinges 
whicheall men muſtnecdesdoe, audyet the reaſon of themis vn- 
known to all me. And he reciteth in many the obſ{eruancesthat T er- 
zullian doth,8& after he concludeth; Who can certainly tell the cauſe 
of all theſe thinges, n= Saas . - 
Aunſvvere, The aunſwere made to Tertullian , will ſerue Oripen in this 
lace... ; 1 6-T he es £: 
Argument, :  Athanaſiurvypon the ſeconde Epiſtle to the T heſſalonians, CAP.2, 

_  ,yponthisplace : State er renere.Hereby it is plain,that Paul delivered 
many thinges without the Scripture,not written in his Epiſtles, but 
by word of mouth only,andtheſe are wor. nolefle fayth, then the 
other. Therfore I doe iudgethe tradition ofthe churchto be athing, 
worthy to be credited: ſo that ifany thing be delivered by it,” make 
no farther ſearche. | DONT 

' Arqument,  (riſoftome inthe 2.Epiſtle tothe T hefia cap.2. Stande faſt bre- 

thren,and keepe the traditions &c, Hereof ({ayth (hriſoftome) itis 

playne, that Paule deliuerednot all thingesin his Epiſtles, butalſo 

many thinges without writing : andas well thoſe, astheſe, are wor- 

thic of like faith. Wherfore we iudge the tradition ofthe church wor- 

= thieofcredite :itis atradition,ſearche no farther, SY 
Yon” Epiphanixs againſt hereſfies,{4þ.2.tom.1, Againſte thoſe that call 
themſclues Apoſtles, 1.cor.11.14.15.We mult ſayth hee)rfetraditi- 

© ons: forall thinges cannot be percemued bythe holy {cri es 
| OIC 
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Argument, 
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fore the holye Apoſtles haue ſetfoorth yntovs ſome thinges by the 
word of God,andſomethinges by traditions, asthe Apolile ſayth: 
asI haue deliuered vnto you, thus Iteache,andthusI have delivered 
in all Churches,and thus youremember by what means I haue prea- 
chedynto you,exceptyou haue belecued in yayne. 


Anſwere theſe ij. Authours like as T ertallian is anſwerered : ſauin g heaterert, - 


thattheyalleage $.Paule for their purpoſe, but clearely wreſted from 
his true meaning,as it ſhall eaſily appeare to _— indifferetReader, 
thatis not blinded of malice torefiſt the truth,as they maye plainelye 


| perceaue bythe aunſwere made toS$,Paule afore. And whereas they 


ſay,that things,giuen by word of mouth,are as wel to be beleeued,as 
thoſe thatbe written:they meane that theyare worthy of like credite 
with traditions written. Forneither of both are ofneceſſitie to ſalua- 
on: but may be chaungedandtaken away by common conſente, as 
itisaforeſayd. 8 TEL | 

_ Baſil ofthe holy ghoſt,cap.27.Ofthoſe doctrinesthat are preached 
inthe church,we haue ſome deliuered vs by writing,and again,ſome 
we haue recejued by the traditions ofthe Apoſtles in miſterie that is 
inſecrete: both haue like ftrengrh to godlineſſe, neither doeth anye 
man ſpeake againſttheſe , whatſocuer hee be,that hath but mean 
experience whatthe authoritic of the Churche is . Forifwee (like 
fooles)goc aboutto reicct the cuſtomes ofthe Chutch,which ate not 
written, asthinges of ſmall waight : we ſhall condetnne thoſe things 


 thatbeneedefull for our ſaluation in the Goſpell. Yea we ſhall rather 
cut ſhort the true preaching offaith to bare name, and he rehearſeth 
like trac it ons as T ertullian did. 20 b0s 

- Teromeagainſtthe Luciferians. Althoughthere were no authoritie 
ofthe {criptures atal,yet the conſent ofthe whole world,iti this mat- 
ter,ſhould haue the force ofa law.For many otherthinges which are 


_ obſeruedinthe Churchby tradition, haue obtained the authoritie of 


alaw written : as to dippe the heade thriſe in baptiſme : and when 
they are chriſtened,to giue them firſt pappe made of milke with ho- 
nic, fora ſignification oftheir infancie:on the Soriday, and on Whit- 
ſon weeke,notto kneele attheir prayers. Wks von! 
_ eAuguſtinevpon the wordsof 'Baſil.Some ofthe ecclefiaſticall in- 
ſtitution we haue receaued by writings:lome through traditios from 
the Apoſtles, approued by ſucceſſion :and ſorne vic hathallowed, 
| being ſtrengtlined by cuſtome. Vntoal which like vſage and like af- 
fections of Godlinefle is due,of which who will doubt, though hee 
hauc butſmall experiences inthe ſcriptures? For if we ſet ourminde 
b » Bi to 
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Amſyrere, 


Argument, 


expolui6 of the {cripture, & the vſe ofrhe ſacraments, may be indged 
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toregarde lightly cuſtomes of the church,deliuered ys from our el- 
ders without the ſcriptures; it ſhall eafily appeare torthem thatlooke 
earneſtly thereon, how greatlofle Chriſtian religion ſhall ſuffer. And 
hereciteth the ſame that lerome doth,with diuerſe other. 
 Theſeij.Authors,and all that make forthe ſame purpoſe, be aun- 


ſwered before in T ertl.Fornot one of thoſethinges, thatthey make 


mention of,are neceffary for our ſaluation : and many of thE are now 


taken away,andthe reſt, whichyetremaine(asto dip the childthriſe 
wholy in the water,to hallow the water,oile,8 creame:ortocroſle it 
in the forchead)are not of neceſlitic toſaluation.For [ohn baptiſedin 
7ordan,and the Chamberlaine ofthe Queene of «rhiopia was chii- 


| Renedin the cominon ſtreame,and children in danger of life ar chri- 


Renedofthe midwife,or ſome other woman, without any oftheſe 
ceremonies;& yet they willnot denie thatal theſe baptiſms be good 
and allowedoft God.In Spaine allo they dippe the childe but once as 
it was decreede inthe Councell of T sl{et. And Iam ſure, they wilnot. 


ſaythatall the Spaniardes,ſo many yeares, haue wanted athing ne- 


ccflarie to ſaluation intheir Baptiſme . Godalſo regardethnot our 
outward bodily-geſture in our prayers:buthe beholdeth the fayth 8 
earneſt deſire ofthe hart ofhim that prayerh,wherſocuer he prayeth, 
and whatſocuer hisoutward bodily geſture be. SEL 
The ſame againſt Creſcon;a Gramarian þb.1.cap.33.t0.7. Although 
we haue no certaine exiple of this matter inthe canonical ſcriptures: 
yetneuentheleſle,the truth ofthe ſame ſcriptures in this matter isre- 
tained of vs, when we do that,the whole Church alloweth. Whiche 
church the authoritie ofthe ſcriptures commende, And foras much, 
as the holy ſcripture can deceiue no man: who ſo featethto be decei- 
ued with any darke ſpeaking of it. lethimaſke counſell atthe church 
therin,which without any doubt the holy ſcripture doth ſhew. 
 Theaunſwere is cafie, e Auſten was more circumſpette, then to 
thinkethatany doctrine might be proued by vſe & cuftome without 
che ſcripture.Forbapriſme ofinfantshe bringeth in this text,except a 


© manhe bornagain of water & the holy ghoſt,he cannot be my diſci- 


ple. And becauſe the Donatiſts (like as the Anabapiſts donow)wreſt 
thisto them, that be of yeares of diſcrefſion: againſtthis expolition, 
he alleageththe maner ofthe Church in Chriſtning of Infantes. 

Bythe whiche hee prooueth, thatthe Churcheharh alway taken 
this ſentence :excepte aman be borne againe, to be ſpoken alſo of 
infantes, What manerof argurneht ſhould this be of eFuften? The 


- 
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by the cuſtome yledin the holy Church alway:Ergothe church may 
make anewe ſacrament, and ordaine any newe Article of our fs 
without the Scripture , By the ſentences before cited of Anu#en him- FE 36 
ſelfe,it may be eaſily iudged. I alſo graunt that every expoſition ofthe 
Scripture, wherein ſoeuerthe old holy and true Church did agree is 
neceſlary to be belceued .Butour controuerſie here is, whether any 
_ thin go htto be belecued ofneceſſity,without the Scripture. 

e ſame againſte the Epiſtle of Fundament Cap .5.T omo,6,1 Agumenr, 


T 


would not belecue the Goſpel, but that the authoritie of the Church 
moueth me. Ergo (ſay they) whatſocuerthe Church ſayth, we muſt 
needes belecue them, as well as the Goſpell . This Argument is 
naught. Forthe teſtimonic of the Church is but as a publicke office 
of a record, as the Exchequer, the court ofthe Rolles, the office of a 
Recorder,ora regiſter ofall Chriſtendome:in which office men oy 
ſcarchand haue,of the keepers,of ſuch offices, the true copies of fuch 
lands,or other mouecables,as be due to them by the law. And yet may 
neirher the Regiſters,Recorders,Stewards of courts,or towne clearks 
put to,or take away any thing from the firſt original writings,no nor 
the iudge himſelte. GEE 
_ - Butallthinges ought to be iudged by thoſe writings. So likewiſe 
| webelecuethe holy Canon of the Byble , becauſe that the Primitiue 
Church ofthe Apoftles, and eldeſt wryters, andnexte to their time, 
approoved them intheir Regiſter: that is in their wrytinges, whiche 
partely ſawthem,andpartely heard them ofthe Apoſtles, And more 
receaue we not, becauſe theſe old Fathers ofthe firſt Churche teſtifie 
inthcirbookes,that there was no more then theſe requiredto be be- —— 
leeuedasthe Scripture of God, And yer were theſe writingesnolefle 
true,afore they were alowed by them,then fince,Chriſt witneſſing & 
_ ſaying: 1ſceke no witnefle ofman, 

eAuiten to Caſſulane , Intheſe thinges, wherein the Scripture of argumene, 
god hath determined nothing,the cuſtome ofthe people,and our el- 
ders ordinances, ought to be Folden asalaw:and the tranſgrefſorsof 
the cuſtomes ofthe Church are likewiſe to be puniſhed, as the brea- 
kers of Gods lawe, | ein; 

Of which things ifrhou wilt diſpute, andreproue one cuftome by 
another : there ſhall ariſe an endleſſe ſtrife . He repeteth alſorthisſen- 
tence many times: that whatſocuer is vniucrſally obſcrued andnot Very 
written in the Scripture, nor ordained by generall councels;isa Ira- _ i 
dition come from the Apoſiles. CE ne —— 
Aunſyere him as 7 #r1#liien : yer of all otherauthourshe ismoſte Aunfryre, 
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plainrthatnothing is ofneceſfitic toſaluation, beſidesthe Scriptures 


of God,butletvs graſit for their pleaſures,thatthoſe cuſtomes which 


they ſpeake of, be traditions Apoſtolike : yet they beenolongernor 


otherwiſe tobe obſerued -, then the traditions Apoltolike written. 


Which as is before fully prooued, maye (and are alreadie) bee both 


chaunged,andclearely taken away.And as concerning cuſtome,itis 
plainely prooucd,thar it is not to be receaued againſtethe Scripture, 
truth or reaſon, 4 94G. I: 

They {ay moreouer,that the perpetuall virginitie of our Lady is to 
be belecued ofneceſlitie , as Ciprian,Chriefeme, Jerome, Ambroſe, 
Auſten,8 all other ſpeaking thereofſay.Burthis isnor founde inthe 
Scripture ; Ergothere is ſomething to be belecued that is not writ- 
renin the ſcriptuze. 


The Minor,that is to ſay,that this is not writen inthe Scripture, is 


falſe, For firſt none ofthe old authours,that rehearce traditions ofthe 
Apoſtles ynwritten,make mention ofthe perpetuall virginitie of our 
Lady,to be one oftacm : butthey rehearce only diuerſe ceremonies, 
or bodily geſtures,and ſuch rites yſed in Baptiſme,prayers,holydaies 
and faſtings,which(asIhauemanifeſtly declared) are not neceflarie 
to ſaluation.Butthe moſt part ofthem are clean taken away, and the 


contrarie commaunded,and vicd by the yniuerfall Church, Moreo- 


uerall the ſayd Authours prooue her perpetuall yirginitie by this text 
of Scripture. 7 


ETech.44.This doore ſhall be Rill hur , andnotopened for anye 


manto gothorowit; but only forthe Lorde God of Ifracll, yea hee 


ſhall goo thorow it,elſe ſhall it be ſhut (till, For iftheſe and ſuche 0- 
therfathers, had not iudged her perpetuall virginitie to haue bene 


written inthe ſcriptures; they woulde neuer haue iudgedir to haue 
bene athing to be beleeued ynder payne of damnation. 
S. Zerome alſo calleth Heluidium araſh, and anyngodly man : be- 


cauſe that he taught, that our Lady had other children by Ioſeph af- 
ter Chriſts birth, whiche doctrine he could not prooue bythe Scrip= 


tures of God, In like maner we call all the,that preache any doftrine 
inthe Church without the authoritie of Gods word, both yngodlye, 
raſhe,and wicked members of Antichriſt, | | | 


Yetthey brin ; toorth to maintaine their error the Baptiſme ofIn- 


fantes,whiche (they ſaye) is not contained inthe ſcriptures : and yer 
this is to be obſerued ypon paine of damnation ofthe ſayd children, 
Ergo there is ſomthing to be done of neceſſitic to our faluation, that 
not containedinthe Scriptures, | 


Oh 


. 
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Oh what a gappe theſe men open bothto the Donatiſtes and to Auuſrvere, 
the Anabapriſtes,that denie the baptifing of Infantes. For if it were 
not written inthe worde of God,no man ought to belecue it orvſe it, 
Andſothe Donatiſtes and Anabapriſts doctrine were true, and ours 
falſe.Butin deede the baptifme of Infantes is prooued by the playne 
Scriptures, Firſt by the figure of the olde law,which was circumcihi6, 
Infants in the olde law were circumciſed:Ergo inthe new lawe they 
ought to be baptiſed. Againe : Infantes pertaine to God, as itis ſayde 
_ toeAbrabamlwill be thy God,and the God ofthy ſeede after thee, Genea7. 
Chriſt fayth alſo; ſuffer childrero come to me; for of tuchis the king- 
dome of heauen, Andagain: {ce thatye deſpiſe not one of theſe little math.r9. 
ones: for their Aungels in heauenalwayes behold the face of my fa- 
ther,whichisin heauen: forthe ſonne of man is come toſaue that, , 1. 
thatis loſt. AndagainPaule fayth,that your children are holy nowe. 1 cor,q, 
By theſe and many other plaine wordes of {cripture itis cuident, that | 
- theBaptiſme, of infantes is grounded ypponthe holy Scriptures. = 
| Furthermorethe Churche({aye they)bath chaunged the Sabboth | 
day intothe ſonday,which Sabboth was aa by God, and 5 E 
neuer man found fault thereat.Seing thenthat the Churche had au-_ : 
thoritic to chaunge Gods lawes ; muche more it hath authoritiero 0 
-make Hew lawes neceffarie to faluation; © | FRS | 
There be two partes ofthe Sabaoth day.. One isthe outward bo= )\ \ | /_ 
dily reſt from all maner of labour and worke : and this is meere cere= | \, | 0 
moniall,and wastaken awaye with other ſacrifices and ceremonies '! | | : 
by Chriſt atthe preaching ofthe Goſpell.Theotherpartof the Sab-= | i 
both day is the inwardreſt or ceafling from finne from our own wils : 
and lufts,andto do only Gods will and commaundementes. - | -j 
Ofthis partſpeaketh the Prophet Eſas. He, that takeeth heed that 4 
he vohallow notthe Sabbothday,is he,that keeperh himſelfe that he Ey.56. | 
doe no cuil: andrhey that hold greatly ofthe thing tharpleaſeth me, 
and keepe my couenant,vnro them will Igiue an euerlaſting name, 
that ſhall notperiſh. And moreouer the ſame Prophet fayth: If thou 
turne thy feere fro the Sabboth, ſothatthou doe northe thing,which zg,,co. 
pleaſerhithy ſelfe in my holy day : Then ſhaltthou be called yntothe 
pleaſaunt,holy,and glorious Sabboth of the Loxde, where thou ſhalt 
 beinhonour , ſothatthau doe not afterthine owne imaginations, 
neither ſecke thine own will,norſpeake thine owne wordes, Then 
ſhalt thou have thy pleaſure in the Lord, which ſhall carrie thee high 
aboue the earth,and feede thee with the heritage of Iacob thy father: 
forthg Loxdes owne mouth hath ſpokenirt. This ſpirituall Sabboth, = 
"OE EEE EAT DE Tn one: "DS that 
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that is tb abſtaine from ſinne and to doe good, are all men bound to 
| kepeallthedayes oftheirhfe,& not only onthe Sabboth day. And 
this ſpirituall ſabboth maye no man alternorchaunge, no not the 


whole church. Thatthe vtter obſeruing of the Sabboth is mere cere- 


/\/ moniall S. Paule writeth plainely:as thatthe holy dayes of the newe 
| Tolanuayepilt, Mogone,and of the Sabboth days are nothing butſhadowes ofthin gs 


T9, | 
ro COMmCe, 
The bodily reſt 


n the ſabborh | | 
4 1y is figurariue. S-Auſten alſo afhrmeth, ſaying thatamong all the ten commaunde- 


ly to bekepre, mentes,this only,that is ſpoken ofthe ſabboth,is commaunded figu- 


ratiuely: butallthe other commaundements we muſt obſerue plain-' = 


ly,asthey be commaunded, without any figuratiue yu ha 1/5 


Zerome alſo to the Galarhians 4.according tothe ſame,ſayth:Leſt' 
the ca eati6 ofthe people, without goodorder, ſhould diminiſh 


the fayth1 


in we ſhould come togither,notthat that day is holier,then the other 


Oo 


in which we come togither: butthat whatſocuer daye we aſſemble 


in,there mightariſe greater ioy by the fight of one of vs to another. 


To theperfecee  Butherhatwillaunſwere wittily tothe queſtion prouided, affir- 
_ Chriſtianaldaies meth allthe dayes tobelike,and notthat Chriſtis crucified only on: 


be like and euery ogO4 Friday andriſeth only onthe ſonday : butthat cuery day is the 


js ys oe - . day ofthe LordsrefurreQtion,and we cate his fleſh alwayes, But fa- 
after day, and (tinges and comminges together, were ordained of wiſe men for th& 
vve eate his flesb that piue them(ſclucs rather tothe worlde then ro God : that cannor, 
avvayes, yea g them thatwilnot come there at all, there to make their facri- 


fice ofprayers toGod,inthe face of all the people. 


Hereby you may cafily perceaue,thatthe Church hath not chan- 


gedtheſpeciall part ofthe Sabboth,which isto ccaſe from vice and 
 ſinne ; but the ceremonial part of the Sabboth only,which was abro- 
_ gate,andtaken away with other ceremonies of Moſes law, by 
. --  Chiiſtatthefulpreaching ofthe goſpel.In place wher- 
 -. - ofthechurchhathordainedthe ſonday for 
 ----  cauſesaforeſayd, 


EET 


And thatthe outward bodily reſtisa meere ceremonial precept, - 


in Chriſt: therefore certayne dayes were appointed, wher- 


{ 


I 


ED 


.ed,conqueredandled away c 
_thePope,the two hornes of Antichriſt)che true church of Chriſt hath 
bene moſt cruelly perſecuted vntodeath, with priſon,famine, water, 
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The Papiſtes Objections, 


with aunſweres ynto 
them, 


Carp. XI. 


| Hey 


2, Jy | they daylye ſuffer for theire doctrines 


mA 4 RT 


reſt ypon antiquitie oftime,or vpon worldly profperitic : the ſhould 
the Gentils and Pagans,hauc a great aduauntage of ys Chriſtians: & 
their religion ſhould be berrer then ours, by the teſtimonies of our 
owne Scriptures.For Idolatric and worſhipping of falſe Gods , and 
their Images, was vicd long before the lawe of God,written and pi- 
uento Moſe,,in which errors and Idolatric the heathen continue yn= 


to this day, in great proſperitic & wealth ynder moſt yictorious Eme 


perours and Princes: whereasthe true Churche of Chriſt hath bene 
molt miſerably afflited,from ime to time: firſt ynder the e/£giptias, 
after by the Philiftines, (ananites, P hareſaes5c.then by the Babils= 
nianso A ſſirians, Medes Perſians Sirians,and Romanes, both ſubdu- 
aptiues.And laſt ofall (by the Turke & 


fire,fagot,and ſworde,theſe vij.or vitz.yeares laſt paſt, Whiche Turke 


andPope, although they be morrall enimies the one tothe other, yer 
as Herode,Pilategthe Biſhops,Scribesand Phariſcis, although they 


were titer foes eche toother,cofpiredagainſt innocent Chriſt, cauſe- 
lefle condemning himtodeath onthe croſle. In like maner,I ſay,the 


- Pope andthe Turke doefully agree in this one poynt,to perſecute & 
- murther Chriſte in kis faichfull members. . For as the ſonne cannot 
_ beyithouthis brighractle, 


noxthe fire wirhourhis heare ., ſo cap- 
we nog 
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boaſt themſclues moreouer of the Arguitent. 


If the triall of true Religion ſhoulde auntrvere; 
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not the true church of god, be long without the croſle of perſecution, 
as witnefſerh$.Paule:all AF that will lue godly in Ieſus Chriſt ſhall 
ſuffer perſecution. And our ſauiour Chriſt faith plainly, that his king- 

" dome isnot ofthis world. ea tFFD 060 oo © ITED 
Clviſtes bage, =FPorifthey perſecute me(faith he)they ſhal alſo perſecute you:and 
chriſt giueth not to his apoſtles earthly peace in this world, but peace 
and quietnefle of conſcience,ioynedwith perſecution.For ifthe wic- 
ked perſecuted Chriſt himſelfe, ſhall they notalſo perſecute his ſer- 
uauntes ? Andifthey ſo handled Chriſt, being the lively tree, what 
thinke you ſhallthey doetovs, his withered braunches? And as the 
true Church of Chriſt;can never belong without perſecution: inlike 
maner can the falſe Church of Sathan, and Antichriſte, neuer ceafſe 
from perſecuting, asit appeareth througheoute the Hiſtories of the 
whole Bible, Ofthetirranic, and cruelty of Antichriſt in perfecuting 
of Chriſtes true Church, prophefied Dawiellong before : ſpeaking of 
Themarkero the Empire and Regitnent of Rowe, The 4.becaft (faith he) ſhall bh 
py — .., the 4.Kingdome, which ſhallbe oreater then all other Kiagoomnes: | 
Gy perſecution) it ſhall denour, tread downe and deftroycall other landes, hee ſhall 
_ againſt Gods e- ſpeake wordes againſt the higheſt of all, he ſhall deſtroy the SainRtes 
PAN 7 Ia ,. ofthe moſte ir, HH; andthinkthathecan Sent) times and lawes: 


Dani, 7, 


danmel,$.and rt 2 bo ; PRMS4 IO UP 
warke of the true and againe he fayth of Antiochns, which was a figure of Antichriſt : 


church is robe there ſhall ariſe a King vnſhamefaſte offace, heſhalbe wiſe in darke 

poro_et oa ſpeaking,he ſhalbe mighty and ftrong,butnotin hisowne firen gt, 
* heſhalldeſtroyeaboue meaſure, andallthathee goeth aboute 

proſper in his hand: his heart ſhall be proude, he'ſhall ſlay the frong 

and holy people , and through his craftineſle falſchead ſhall proſper 

.in his hand,and many one ſhall he putto death in his welthines : hee 

ſhal ſtand yp againſt the Prince of Princes, but he ſhalbeſlaine with- 

outhand, Ofihe tirrany and proſperous ſuccefle of antichrift in ſlay- 

ing ofthe Sainctes of God, and the reward ofthem that be ſ{layne for 

the witnefle of Gods truth, ſpeaketh alſo ſainRe John in the.6.Chap- 

Read the places, .ter of his Apocalips,vnderthe opening of the foure & fine ſcales: and | 

inthe 17.chapter,he liuelyſetteth forth the Pope in his own colours, 

 vnder theperſon of the whoore of Babilon , being dronken with 

the bloud of fainctes : pointing as it were with his fin ger who this 

whore of Babilon is, and the place where ſhe ſhall raign, ſaying: the 

-woman, Whichthou ſaweſt, isthat greate citie,which I ouer 

- the kinges of the earth. Now what other citie reignedatthatcime or | 

- atany time ſince ynderthe Chriſtian kinges of the earth, but onely 

"Rome? Whetcofit foloweth Remeto bee the ſeate of Antichriſt, and 
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. thePopetobe very Antichriſt himſelfe. Icouldprooue the ſame b 
many other ſcriptures,olde writers & ſtrong reaſons.Bui for as much 
2s Redulphe Gualter hath written hereof a notable worke in Latine, 
__ andnowofLatine tranſlated into Engliſh by 1, O.1I remit the Rea- net 
derto his booke,wherin he may be full ſatiſfhied hereof.Ofthe proſ- ; YO 
peritie and ſecuritie,thatthe falſe Church hath in worldly pleaſures, 
viing the ſame with all greedineſle and opal of carnall 
luſtes,with the wicked deuices of tirannie againſt Chriſt and his true 
members,wherewith the yngodly daylye perſecute & murther gods 
ele&forhistruth ., with the rewarde alſo ofthemthar ſuffterfor the — 
ſametruths ſake: it is moſtplainly wrictenin the 2, and 3, Chapters Rad rhe chapi- 
of the booke of wiſedome. CE or aroneg tl 41 eons 
By theſe Scriptures now rehearcedit appeareth moſte playnelye, 
that worldly proſperitic ofthe Pope and his Cleargie prooue notthe 
truth of their doctrine:nor yet perſecution of Gods true Preachers,8& 
other faithful people,argueth «ek doftin to be falſe.But ifthou wilt 
needs know where the t1ue church of Chriſt is & where the falſe, and 
not be deceiued: herein take this fora plaine and fullanſwere , that 
whereſocuerthe worde of God is truely preached without addition 
of mans doQtrines & traditi6s,8 the ſacrametrs duly miniſtred accor- 
ding to Chrilts inſtitution,there is the true church,the very ſpouſe of 
God Chriſt being the head thereof.But how many,and who of that 
number,that heare the word of God, and receiue the ſacraments, be 
goos eletand church,& true mebers of Chriſt,is known to God on- 
y.Forthe Lord knoweth who be his,and no man cantel,ofan other 


| ſeemeneuerſo og glorious afore m&,ſo greata witch is ipoctiſie, TR 
Laſtofallro mak 


mensſoules appearing todiuers men andwomen, bidding them to 

cauſe certaine maſles,trentals,pilgrimages,and offring to Images & 

_reliques,ofthisandthatSaint,to be done for them, and they ſhoulde 

| bedeliueredfrom the fire of purgatorie,where the'paines be greater 14 

(ſay they)than mans wit can comprehend. And when ſuche maſles, & 

 Pilgrimages with offeringes to Saintes religues and Images be _ | 
IST: 5 : | of 
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John Sleydan, 


«xce.Burletys come home to 


A CONFVTATION - 
forthem, nr! appeare tothe ſame perſons againe, ſayinge, thatby 
ſuch means they be deliuered our of purgatory into the eternal ioyes 
of heauen : they tell alſo of many wonders and {traunge miracles, to 


ag6=—p=5s doQtrine, inall theſe aforeſaidthinges, to betrue.And 


ecauſe they haue greatprofit andaduauntage thereby, they (coun- 


ting gaines Godlyneſſe) haue filled all their bookes with ſuch vany-.- - 


ties andlyes ; of which ſome be ſofond,and fo directly againſt Gods 

lory,tharthe moſte earneſt pa 297% (hauing either learning or wit) 
be aſhamed ofthem , Yea and the Pope himſelfe hath cleane putthE 
out of Gods ſeruice, vſed inthe Church of Rewe : and yet muſt wee 
read them; beleue themasneceſlary articles of our faith,orelſe burne 


| therforelike heretickes, 


By them manifelt and plaine words ofthe ſcriptures,and the con- 
ſcntofthe moſte ancient authors before witten,it iseuident,tharnet=- 
therthe viſions of Angels, aparitions of the dead, nor miracles nor all 
theſc together ioynedin one, are ableor ſufficentto make any one 


_ newarticle of our faith, or ſtabliſh anything in religion, withoutthe 
expreſſe wordes of God:becauſe that all ſuch things(asis before pro- 


ued) may be, yea and haue bene (through Gods permiſſion for oure 
finnes and ynbelefes ſake)done by the power of the diuel himſelfe,or 
fained and counterfeited ofhis lively members, Monkes, and Fryers, 
with other ſuch hipocrites. 


But what ſhall Sathan ncede totel oracles, vie viſions, ſhew appa- 
rifons,or worke miracles now adaies? what ſhould he needetotoile 


herein himſelfe? or why ſhoulde he not, like a gentleman , take his 
-eaſe in his inne? ſeeing his ſubtil ſeruauntes, Monkes,Fryers,Nonnes 


and other Pope holy hipocrites,can and doe counterfeirfuch thinges 
dayly, and from their beginning hath done diligently: parte where- 
of I ſhall rehearſe, About fourtene yeares paſte at Orleancein Fraxnce 
the Prouoſtes wife died, willing to be buricd atthe Friers in the ſame 
city, without pomp or other ſolenity comoenty viedat burials, wher= 
fore the friers;fearing to loſe a great pray,ifthis ſhold be ſuffredto en 
ter intothe heads ofthe people, cauſed ayog Friertoſpeakinavaut 


ina womans voice, many people hearing it:and ſaid thatſhewasthe 


ſoule of the Prouoſtes wife, ondemned in hell for contemning of the 


| ſuffragesofthe holy Church,comanding alſo her bodyto be caſt our 
of Chriſtian buriall. But the Prouoſt ſo bolted out the marter,that the 
yong fricr cofefled the place and the maner ofhis ſpeking: & al the 
friers were opGly puniſhed forthar fault in the c6mG6 marker at Orle- 
our own realme of Englana, Abour 30, 


yeares 
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} on herexamination,ſheſaidthat ſhee hadbeng lame from hirbirch, 
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yeres paſt inthe borders of Vale,within a Priory called Limſter ther 


was ayong woman called the holy maide of LimmFer, which,asthe 


fame was,liued only by _— foode,& was encloſed within a grate 
of yron.Vnto whs certain days whe the Prior ofthe place ſaid maſle, 


the third partofthe Oſt wenthanging inthe aire(by miracle,asit ſe- 
med)from theaulter, where the Prior maſſedintothe maids mouth : 
which thing brought the people intoa great opinion of holineſle in 
her,& cauſed great pi grimage tobe there vſed.But whethe Lord of 
Burgaueny wich his cother fir Edvard Nexel 8 diuerſe other getle- 


men &Gentlewomen came totric the truth hereof: they cauſedthe 
_ dooretobe opened,& ſtraigthwayesthe dogs fought for bones,that 


were ynder her bed,whervpon they ſearching farther found a priuie 


_ doore, whereby the Prior mightreſort to her and ſhe to him,attheir 
pleaſures: & then ſhe confeſſed that ſhe made (asit were) twofine 


threads ofher own heares fingly tied together with fine knots: and 
then madea big hole with a bodkin,throughthe corner of a quarter 
of the Olt,8& falined one end of the ſayd heare tothe corporas,where 
the ſaid Prior ſaid maſſe,and the other end to her own bedde, wher- 
inſhelay,andtiedthe other heare faſt to the quarter ofthe OR, and 
wrappedthe other ende about herowne finger. And when the Prior 
hadreceiued his portion of the Oſt,ſhe —_ vp the thread(wheret® 
the hoſt was tied)ypon her fingers,and ſo conueyed the Oft into hEl 
mouth. This both the Pr ior and ſhe confe fled,and did Open penance 
forthe ſame. To Saint Albans, about xxyiij. ycarespaſt came a maid 
creeping vppon her knees andleaning yppontwo ſhorte ſtaues en- 
quiring after Saint Albans bones, affirming that ſhe ſhould be made 
whole and govprighte, ſoſoone as ſhee ſhould come tothe place 


where Saint Albans bones were. In token whereof an An oell hadde _ 


delivered hera key,whereby ſhe ſhould certainly knowe where his 
yery bones were, And when ſhee paſſed thusthrough the fireates of 
Sainte Albans creeping on her knees till ſhee came to Saint Albans 
Shrine, after ſhe had made her prayers deuoutly there,ſhee tooke 
ourthe key ofher purſe,which ſhee Ted an Angell had deliuered to 
her; andthen ſhe toodypright,and openedthe ſhrine with the ſaid 
key,& the kneeledagainto pray,&to giuethankesto God, & ſaynt 
Albanfor her healing & giuing her ſtregth to walk, which was born 
lame,Andby & by the Monks would haue had itrong fora miracle, 
but ſome wiſer mEihoughtit meetto triethe matter better, & to ex- 
amin her farther,betore they begitoring a miracle openly. And vp- 
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76 A: CONFVTATION OF 
|  declaringboth her kindred and place where ſhe was borne. 
Vpon which confeſſion ſhe was comitted toa Nonerie called Sop- 
| wel,theretotarrie yntill meſſengers,which ey ſtraight waye ſente 
foorth,might return and teftifie the truth. And ſo ſhe daily and _ {7 
viſited S. Albans ſhrine.But the night before the returne of the meſ- £ 
ſengers ſhe was conueyed away and neuer heard of nor feene after. 
And the meſſengers declared to belies all that euer ſhe had ſayd: for 
there was neuer none borne lame,nor none ofher name,where ſhee 
ſayd ſhe was borne, PE Wd>, OS 
_ Aftraungething itisto heare ofthe wonderfull tfaunces 8 viſi6s 
of Miſtres An WentWorth of Suffolke,which tolde many men the ſe- 
—— _ crets of their harts, which they thought no man could haue tolde but 
God only:ſhe cut ftomagers in peeces and made them whole again, 


and cauſed diuerſe men that ſpake againſt her delufions,to go ſtarke 
mad.All which thinges were prooued and openlye by her confeſſed 
to be ellen Necromancie and the deceit of the deuill. 


Eliſaberh barton, Bur Elizabeth Barton,calledthe holy mayd of Courtop ſtreate in 
| 


' Odiuiliche illuſi- Kent,paſled aForher in diueliſh deuiſes.For ſhe could (when ſhe lift) 
on, _  faineherſelfetobeina traunce,diſhigure her face, drawe hermouth 
awry towardthe one care,faining thatſhe was thus tormeted of Sa- 
than for the ſinnes of the people, and deliuered fr his power by our 
Read more of bleſſed Lady of Courtop ftreat,and by her lead into heauen}hell, and 
her in kerbooke 11roatorie : andthere ſawallthe ioyes and paines of thoſeplaces, 8& 
ſer foorthin print > h h G f hi | . | 
and in Hales Fooke vponhertoprophefie ofthings to come,& ofthe Kings death, Þ 
' cronicle, - This inſtrument of the deuill drue into her confederacie wr of he- -if! 
refie andtreaſon,holy monkes ofthe Charterhouſe,obſtinate (they B 2, 
would be called) obſ{eruant Friers of Greenwich,nice Nons of Sion, 
black Monkes (both of coules and condicions)of Chrifts church and 
Saint Auſtins of Canterburie,Knights,Squiers,learned men Prieſtes, 
and many other : of which ſort (whether they were blinded by her 
or elſe of their own meere malice & hipocrifi diſſebled the matter) 
 ſome,by due proofe madeagainſt the, were iuſtly condemned, both 
of kink treaſon,and ſuffred withthe ſayde Eh7abeth Barton, 
according to theirdemerites ; and ſome acknowledeing their owne 


Aletter forgedas offences,were deliuered by the Kinges pardon. This wicked woman 
tbough it had | 


come from hea» Cauſed alctterto be made by a Monke of S. Auſtins of Canterbury in 
_—_— _ goldenletters,feigning the ſame to be deliueredto herby an Angell 


from heauen. This monſterwas c6uented both before WW, Waerham, 
Archbiſhop of (anterburieand T homas Wolſey Cardinall and Arch. oo 
biſhop of Yorke. Who either becauſe that generation ofthe a EE 
i COTE nn a * * 
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VNWRITTEN VERITIES, 7 
hath alway defended Idolatry and ſuperſtition, or becauſe ſhe knew ritsops ever 
ro much of their incontinencie and other wickednefle of liuing (for bave been bol- 

| ſhethrearnedthem with eternall damnation, except they repented f*er5 of1dola- 
&Amended their liues)they clearely diſcharged her without finding hs 
_ ofanyfaulte inheratall, Bur when the matter cameto be examined. 
by T homas (ranmer,Archbiſh op of Canterburie, and T homas Crom- 
well, then maiſter ofthe Rolles:they ſo handled the matter, that they 
found out the whole neaſt of that conſpiracy : wherein was diſcloſed 
the whole number of thoſe confederates, their bookes ofhereſfie and 
_ treaſon, the authours and writers ofthe ſame, and ofthe letter feined | = 
to be ſent from heauen, All whoſe dereftable faRtes,as well of Idol a-  - ft 
try, hereſy and alſo of treaſon, were fo wittily and learnedly by Gods 
word conuinced at Canterbury by Doctor Heath, now Chanceler of 
«mrs, Ke being preſent od, openly confefling the ſame)and al- 
| ſobyanotherlerned manatPauls Crofle: thatthe moſt part ofthem, 
Whiche were before by her ſeduced, did then vtterlye abhorre her 
ſhamelcfſe and abhominable faQts.Whart a crafty poynte of legerde- 
maine wasplayd about the beginning ofKing Edwardes reigne bya , 
Prieft?which being atmaſle pricked his owne finger and cauſeditto qe, 
drop vpo the Oſt, perſwading the people thatthe Oſte bled oft ſe)fe it 
by he miraculous working of god, for to make the world beleue the 
body of Chriſtto be as really and natuarlly inthe ſacramet,ashe was 
born ofthe virgin Mary his mother, Forthe which heinous fa, pro- 
| ued againſt himandalfo by him confeffed, he:did open penaunce at 
F-, Pauls Crofle. Iwil rehearſe one ſermon,madeinQueene aries be- | 71 
pinning by a momiſh monke- , and ſoleaue off their yaine and wic- * 
edhlies. A new vpſtart preacher, being ſomtime a monk of Chriſtes { 
Church in (arterbury,ſ{tept into the pulpitin ſaint Pauls Church,fay- EDS. 
ing that the very body of Chriſt is really & naturally in the ſacrament ally -+\ <a 60 agg 
ofthe aulter:yea by Gods bodyis it,quoth he : & becauſe thatneither by rvyo hortes, 


_ othnorperiury can procue a gootargument, heeprooued the ſame *Þ* devil pea- 


by three notable miracles. The firſt of: anhorſe, refuſing to cate wa» eu one of. 
fersſo _ their cakye God was among them :theſecondbythe — + 
deuil ſpeakiginlikenesof an horſe, being c6iured of x prieſt by gods 
body totel what he was:and the third atnaide of Northgate pariſh in 
_ (amterbury, who heſaidinpretence towipehermouth keptthe ofte © —— 
in herhandkircher. And when ſhe came home,ſhe put the ſame into. ' == 
a pot cloſe couered & ſpittedin an otherpot:& after a few daies ſhe, _ 
 _ lookingintheonepor,found alittle youngprety babe;aboutaſhaft= _ = 
f mondlongandtheotherpot was ll goredbloodHereis goody = = 
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-A CONFVTATION OF 
pulpit mattersto proue new articles of our faith:for if rhe prieſts thar 
co)dthe ſtory ofthe 2 horſes,orthe maid that ſaid the bread was tur= 


nedinto alittle child,orthe moke,that preachedtheſe ſhamful blaſ. 


phemies,orthe diuel hiſelf, who is father of lies could lie,ſpeaking in 
the horſe,or in any ofthe:thEdo altheſe foreſaid miracles proue no- 
thing his purpoſe.ButO merciful God,in what a miſerable Rate wer 
wethine afflicted mebers,ifit were true, which they ſay,being both 


enemies to thee & toys alſo for thy truths ſake?For we wold noton- 


ly ſuffer extreme miſcries,aslofle of our goods, good names, and the 


_ c6pany of our dere friends in our native colttrie : butalfo burn as he- 
" reticks in this world if we came in their cruel hadline,& alſo burn e= 


O 


_ ternalyin the ynquechable fire of heliftheir cruel curſes mighttake 


cffeRt. Whetrfore we yield thee moſt hartie thaks,O father of al mer- 
cies,& to thy {on Teſus Chriſt our ſauiour, whiche haſt promiſed for 


his ſake,& in his name thy kingdome ofheauCtoalthe&,which ſuffer 
perſecutis forthy righteouſneſle ſake. How ſhal we then know true | 


viſios of Angels, fro falſe,true apparitiss & miracles, fro counterfeir, 
kurt by the ſcripture of God, which isthe rule,& true meaſure, wher.- 
with we muſt tric al things,asS.fohn ſaith:belecuc not every fpirite, 
but proue the whether they be of God. For many falſe Prophets are 


D 


po! A Ls ot therfore ſaith,thatthere is anythin o that pa- 


cifierh the wrath of God or obtained his fauor & forgiuencſle of fins = 
butonly Chriſts death & paſſ16;he denieth Chriſtto be come aſaui- 


our inthe fleſh. Wherforetheſe Angels,faints, ſouls ofthe dead,and 
miracles thatalow worſhipping of ſaints by inuocatis & praying to 
the,the ſacrifice ofthe maſſe forthe quick & the dead, worſhipping 


| of Images,pilorimages,offringsto holy reliques,to forgiue finnes or 


O OS o o * 
to deliuerthe dead out of purgatorie:denic Chriſt to be come an on= 


. -- - lyauiourbyhisfleſh.Forthey make all theſe to be ſauiours frs pur- 
'- gatory,orattheleaſt,coadiutors to help him in that office ofſaluaris 


& deliucring thoſe ſoules fro fin & the pains due forthe ſame:andſo 


- theycannotbe ofGod butof Antichcifi, Thus Thaue plainly, fully & 
eruly without fraud of clokig,or colour of rherhorike & dark ſpeech, 
to blind the eyes of the ſimple people,an{wered toal(thatIremem< 
ber)which the Papiſts doc or can alleage,cither by writing, prea- 
chin ger reaſoning,for the defEce of their ynwiitten verities, where= 


_ 5 


vporhey buildſo man deteſtable jdolatries & hereſies: & theſame 
anlyrcrs, ifthey be apri 


. 


_ ch, 


©0n out into the world. Hereby isthe ſpirit of God known,ſaith he: 
cuery ſpirite which c6fefleth that Teſus Chriſt is come inthe fleſh, is | 


y applicd & placedby a diſcreet & witty rea- 
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VNWRITTEN VERITIES. 7h 
der,wil ſuffice forthe anſwere to al that euer they haue or can bring | 
forth forthe maintaining of their vnwritten and yncertaine verities, 
 AndyetIwillnot be ſo much wedded to mine own wit or will, bur 
thatifthey be ableto anſwer ſoplainly & truly tothe ſcriptures, Au- 
| thors & reaſons rehearſed by me,as I have done totheirs,& to proue 
their doctrine of ynwritten verities by as plain conſent both of ſcrip- : 
tures,auncient doors, and as pithie argumets asI haue done mine, | 
andſcritfoorth in printtothe iudgement ofthe whole worlde , as 
mine is:1ſhalnot only ackriobladges mine ignorance anderror, but ſ 
Iſhal gladly return into England,recit mine herefies, opely ſubmit- Y 
ring my {elfto fuch diſcipline & correctis, as they ſhall think meete = 
for mine offences.But ifthey refuſe to an{were my booke by writing \} 
& viing theirold trade burn both my booke and the Readers there= 
of:let them know they ſhal do nothing but cut of the head of Hidra. 
Fer,for cuery heretike(as you cal the) which you ſhall burn, wil ariſe ; 7 == 
many Rich and conſtant Chriftians,For except the grain or corne TL 4 
of wheat die,it remaineth alone:bur if it die, it bringeth forth muche t 
fruite. Wherefore I molt hartily beſeech the father of heauen of his 
_ Infinite mercie(if you be not indurate in your hearts with that finne, 
which is irremiflible and ſhall neuer be Genkuah inthis world nor in 
the wortd to come, and reſiſtthe holy ghoſt impugning the truth of 
godof you knowen, & defending & maintaining wicked doCtrines, {4 
which your conſcieces beare record to be Idolatries & herefies) that q 
he wil molifie your ſtony harts,and giue youfleſhly hearts:yearather 
ſpiritual & godly hearts to worſhip him truly in fpirite, according to _ 
his Godly wil, expreſſed in his holy worde written. And Texhort all Þ 
you, which feare God and bee defirous tofſauc your owne ſoules, to = | 
flic from this whore of Bab:len, and from al her teteſtable Idolatries VVIich is Roma, 
& hereſies, not building vpon the ſure rocke of Gods infallible word 
written but ypon the quauemire of ynwritten verities: whereypon 
whatſocucris builded foorthwith either finketh or quite ouerthro= Y; 
weth. And ſtand thoufaſt and Ray thy fayth,wherevpon thou ſhalte - 
build al thy workes, ypon the ftrog rocke of Gods word written and "" If 
contayned within the olde Teſtament and the newe : which is able 
ſufficiently ro infiruſte thee in all thinges needefullto thy ſaluation, 
_ andtothe attainment ofthe Kingdome ofheauen. To L which I 
beſeeche the almightye Father of heauen ofhis infinite mercye and 
: goetand by the merites of his onely ſonne, our ſauiour and re- 


mer eſus Cluitt, through his onely ſpicitinysbring ys all, Amen, 
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